Brazil is the winner! 

i loS ANGELES (Agencies) — Bmzfl won & record fo u rt h Work! 
i Cop fUe when they beat Italy 3-2 in a penalty shoot-out after the 
-atwo «H» were tied (Mi after extra-time in the Anal here on Sunday 
' f afternoon. Brazilian captain Dungs ended np getting the winning 
goal. Italy codd have tied the shootont with their ftp* ^ 

Roberto Baggio shot over the bar. It was BrazB*s first victory since 
1970. Baggio missed the penalty that ensured Brazil's triumph. 

Both sides carred ont a handful of dances in regulatio n ***** the 

first World Cup fhial to fh&b goaDesi after 90 lwhmtfg htt 

BrazB wen marginally the more superior up foot The 
' was almost broken by Brazil in the 75th mfe» «f when ItaBan 
Gianhica Pngfec* femMed a long-range shot by Manro Silva. Tbe 
, baO bounced oat of Ms bands and hit a post before the 
grafefnfly caught it. BrazS bad another great chance tarty in extra 
time hut Bebeto fefled to control the baS in time for a snap shot. 
Ronwrio was then at findt with the goal at his mercy. 
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SANA'A 

We are resinning our flights to 
SANA'A as of 18th July 1994, aboard 
modem Airbus A310 Aircraft . 

For information please contact 678321 

<5fc> ROYALJORDAN IAN 
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Jordan, Israel open talks today in southern desert 

Kingdom going ahead in peace process with clear vision of objectives — spokesman 

King voices deep appreciation of 
negotiators, asks government to 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
with agency dispatches 

JORDAN AND Israel open 
their first bilateral talks in the 
region today in a tent camp in 
tbe southern desert in what is 
expected to be the first step 
in addressing the Kingdom’s 
demand for the return of its 
territory and water rights. 

* The talks, which were 
moved to the region by 
"^nutual agreement in June, 
* tome ahead of a landmark 
meeting between His Majesty 
Ring Hussein and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin noted by U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton in Washing- 
ton on Jnly 25. 

Tim two key issues on the 
table in the air-conditioned 
tent-camp in undisputed 
territory some 13 kilometres 
north of the Red Sea are 
Jordan’s demand for the re- 


turn of more than 380 square 
kilometres of its territory and 
Israel’s respect for the King- 
dom’s right for a fair share of 
water resources in the north. 

During last-minute prepa- 
ratory talks on Sunday, the 
Israeli side agreed to hold a 
second session of on 

Tuesday after two working 
sessions shortly following tbe 
opening of the negotiations 
on Monday at 10 p.m., said 
Marwan Muasher, spokes- 
man for the Kingdom’s de- 
legation. 

The key task of the meet- 
ings is to set up three commit- 
tees to continue negotiations 
on border demarcation, 
security and water and en- 
vironment issues. 

Dr. Muasher told reporters 
at Aqaba that the King’s 
meeting with Mr. Rabin was 
designed to push the peace 
process and was not aimed at 
working out any new 


me chanism . 

“His Majesty’s meeting 
(with Mr. Rabin) does not 
represent a parallel line to 
the Jordanian-Israeli talks,” 
Dr. Muasher said. “Nor does 
it constitute a departure from 
the Israeli- Jordanian agenda 
for peace talks ” signed in 
September in Washington, he 
added. 

Tbe return of its territorial 
and water rights are very 
important for Jordan, the 
spokesman said, pointing ont 
that it is impossible to plan 
regional development “with- 
out knowing where our bor- 
ders are.” 

Once the borders are de- 
lineated on the basis of 1928 
maps draw up by the British 
mandate authorities which 
set out the boundaries of the 
emirate of Transjordan, then 
security arrangements could 

(Continued on page 7) 


Eight parties reject peace talks 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Eight Jordanian 
political parties on Sunday 
issued a joint statement re- 
jecting peace talks with Israel 
and calling on supporters to 
organise meeting m various 
pwemorates to voice opposi- 
tion to the negotiations that 
begin in the southern desert 
on Monday. 

Tbe statement said that 
Jordan and Israel had signed- 7 
in last September a common 


agenda outlining principles 
for a peace agreement and, 
followed it np in June with 
three other documents:' one 
on water,, energy, and die 
environment, another on 
security and borders and a 
third one calling for negotia- 
tions to culminate in satisfac- 
tory solutions, leading to a 
peace treaty. 

“On July 18, 1994, 
Jordanian-Israeli negotia- 
tions are due to start on the 
dem arcati o n • of tbe borders 
and on joint projects in de- 


velopment, tourism, mutual 
relations and the creation of a 
cultural centre in the Jordan 
Valley,” die statement said. 

“It is clear from these 
documents that the two sides 
have already come to a broad 
agreement on political, eco- 
nomic, security issues and fu- 
ture relations during the 
Washington talks,” it said. 

“These broadfine agree- 
ments,” said the statement, 
“were a success for Washing- 

(Couti—fd on page 7) 


Maj ali to meet Peres 
after trilateral talks 


From Nermeeft Murad 
in Aqaba 

PRIME MINISTER Abdul 
Salam Maj ali and Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres will hold a bilateral 
meeting at the Dead Sea 
Hotel on July 20, Marwan 
Muasher, spokesperson of 
die Jordanian delegation, 
said Sunday. 

The surprise meeting will 
come after a trilateral 
meeting with U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher ends and Mr. Christ- 
opher leaves die site of 
talks winch wiU concentrate 
on economic cooperation. 

The trilateral at the 
Dead Sea will open at 11:00 
a.m. on July 20 with a 
meeting among experts of 
the three countries fol- 
lowed by die meeting at 
foreign ministers level at 
2:00 p.m. 

Mr. Peres will arrive by 
helicopter at a landing pad 
near the Dead Sea Hotel 
and will be escorted by 
Minister of State for Fore- 
ign Affairs Talal A1 Hassan 
by car to the site of negotia- 
tions. 

Thirty experts from the 
Israeli side wiU meet -with 
their Jordanian and Amer- 
ican experts on the morn- 
ing of the first of first of 
two days of trjlaterals. 


At 3:00 p.m. tbe foreign 
ministers of U.S., Israel 
and Jordan will go into a 
private meeting which will 
be attended by two addi- 
tional delegates from each 
side and a note taker. Join- 
ing Premier Majali will be 
Dr. Fayez Tarawneh and 
Munther Haddadin and 
Omar Rifai will be taking 
notes. 

This willbe followed by a 
joint press conference by 
the three heads of delega- 
tions which will be earned 
live by Jordan Television 
and Israeli Television. 

The opening session of 
the trilaterals, during which 
all three foreign ministers 
will give opening state- 
ments, will be held at 2:10 
p.m. and will end at 3:00 
p.m. 

Mr. Peres said the launch 
of peace negotiations with 
Jordan would mark an end 
to more than 45 years of a 
state of war between the 
two neighbours. 

“The era of war with 
Jordan is over,” Mr. Peres 
told reporters at tbe Israeli 
foreign ministry on Sun- 
day. 

“I think we are opening 
an entirely new situation. 
This is an initiative for a 
new-future for all the' peo- 
ple." 


provide them with all facilities 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday expressed deep 
appreciation of the govern- 
ment’s efforts in the ongoing 
peace process and urged tbe 
executive authority to pro- 
vide the Jordanian nego- 
tiators with all facilities to 
make their task achieve suc- 
cess. 

In a message be sent to 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali, tbe King stressed that 
all efforts should be pooled to 
ensure the restoration of Jor- 
dan’s lands and water rights. 

Following is the King’s 
message: 

“I am pleased to send you 
my deep appreciation and 
greetings as I follow up your 
good efforts and your prepa- 
rations with the help of an 
elite of Jordanian citizens for 
the new round of the peace 
battle which we have waged 
with tbe will and support of 
all the Jordanian people in 
defence of the highest nation- 
al interests and in pursuit of 
the implementation of inter- 
national legitimacy with the 
aim of regaining the usurped 
Arab rights. 

“As you enter the final 
stage of pre par a t i ons, mobi- 
fising alia potentials, reprer, 
settled in Jordanian experts 



from various organisations in 
Jordan, 1 wish to express to 
all members of the negotiat- 
ing team and the teams to 
take part in the later stages of 
the negotiations my deepest 
appreciation and confidence 
in all of them. 

“These teams are 
shouldering a national duty 
with high efficiency and are 
assuming the role of defend- 
ing Jordan’s rights in land 
and water at all levels. 

“All of you have served as 
faithful soldieis for the home- 
land, exercising and im- 
plementing the people's will. 

“While you pursue the 


negotiations close to the 
occupied lands, yon wiU be 
expressing Jordan's deter- 
mination to ensure the pro- 
tection of the homeland and 
to safeguard Jordan’s 
sovereignty, security and a 
better future for the coming 
generations. You are seeking 
a just, durable and compre- 
hensive peace acceptable to. 
the coming generations. 

“As we have taken the 
derision to pursue the peace 
process, we have to mobilise 
for this process all potentials 
and resources and to provide 
the Jordanian negotiators 
with whatever they need of 
assistance to ensure their suc- 
cess in their mission. We 
deeply appreciate the nego- 
tiating team’s efforts which 
aim at .helping Jordan to re- 
main free.” 

Meanwhile, the Royal 
Court saw that it had re- 
ceived cables voicing support 
for the King’s efforts to re- 
gain Jordan's rights, and 
pledging continued allegiance 
to the Hashemite throne. 

Tbe cables came from 
beads of public and private 
organisations who expressed 
absolute trust in the King’s 
efforts and who pledged to 

(Continued on page 7) 
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.Damascus hopes 
for breakthrough! 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria is hoping for a break- 
through in peace talks with 
Israel, on the eve of a new 
Middle East tour by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher aimed at bring- 
ing the two countries back to 
the negotiating table. 

One Syrian official said 
Damascus was “optimistic 
■and determined to push for- 
ward” with negotiations, af- 
ter U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton stressed his commitment 
to a comprehensive Middle 
East peace settlement Friday. 

Mr. 'Clinton told Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad by 
telephone the Israeli-Syrian 
talks were “extremely impor- 
tant,” easing Syrian fears of 
isolation in the peace pro- 


A Western diplomat here 
said that with Israeli- 
Palestme Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) and Israeli- 
Jordanian talks also dne to 
begin on Monday “it is not 
die most comfortable posi- 
tion" Syria bas been in. 

.Syria’s official newspaper 
A1 Thawra on Sunday wel- 
comed Mr. Clinton's “re- 


newed commitment” to com- 
prehensive peace in the re- 
gion. 

Mr. Christopher is to begin 
a new shuttle mission be- 
tween Israel . and Syria on 
Monday to try to revive bi- 
lateral talks winch have been 
-stalled since the Feb. 25 Heb- 
ron mosque massacre. 

He is due to visit Damascus 
Tuesday and Friday after a 
stay in Israel. 

Interest in his visit intensi- 
fied after Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres made Israel’s 
first ever public admission 
Thursday of Syrian 
sovereignty over the occu- 
pied Golan Heights. 

But Syrian said Mr. Peres 
was offering nothing new. 

Mr. Peres later accused 
Syria of “foiling to respond to 
Israel’s gesture.” 

Syria wants a dear Israeli 
pledge to withdraw complete- 
ly from the strategic Heights. 

Israel demands a Syrian' 
commitment to foil peace 
with open borders before 
negotiating the scale of a 
phased withdrawal. 

Syria has repeatedly urged 

(Continued on page 2) 


Moscow welcomes 
Jordan-Israel moves 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Sunday received a verbal 
message from Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin. The letter 
was conveyed to King Hus- 
sein by Viktor Posuvaiyuk, 
bead of the Middle East and 
Africa desk at the Russian 
Foreign Ministry. 

King Hussein briefed Mr. 
Posuvaiyuk on the latest de- 
velopments of tbe Middle 
East peace process and stres- 
sed Jordan's firm position vis- 
a-vis tiie peace negotiations, 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said. 

The King said Jordan seeks 
a just, comprehensive and 
durable peace in tbe region, 
it saidL 

The Russian envoy ex- 
pressed tiie Russian lead- 
ership’s appreciation of Jor- 
dan’s role in establishing a 
just and comprehensive 
peace in tbe region and 
praised Jordan’s contribution 
over the past years to safe- 
guarding regional security 
and stability. 

Mr. Posuvaiyuk said the 
Soviet leadership appreciates 
King Hussein's wisdom and 
positions towards regional 
and international issues. 


The King and the Russian 
envoy discussed issues of 
common concern. Tbe audi- 
ence was attended by Russian 
Ambassador to Jordan Alex- 
ander Saltanov. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam A1 Majali also re- 
ceived Mr. Posuvaiyuk and 
discussed with him develop- 
ments in tiie Middle. East 
peace process and the steps 
to be taken by the participat- 
ing parties and sponsors of 
the peace conference in order 
to achieve a just, comprehen- 
sive and durable peace in the 
region, Petra said. 

Dr. Majali and the Russian 
envoy also discussed bilateral 
relations and means of -en- 
hancing them. 

The meeting was attended 
by Information Minister 
Jawad A1 Anani and Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs 
Talal A1 Hassan. 

Following the talks, Mr. 
Posuvaiyuk said that Moscow 
welcomed the progress Jor- 
dan and Israel have made in 
their peace talks and urged 
that similar advances be 
made in tbe Syrian and 
Lebanese negotiations with 
the Jewish state. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Jordanian stocks stage major recovery 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prices shot up 
py as much as seven per cent 
JJfke Amman Financial Mar- 
*** (AFM) in two days as a 
of what investors saw 
“s im raiment economic re- 
runs for Jordan as part of the 

accelerated pace in the 
Jordanian-Israeli track of 
negotiations, brokers 
said Sunday. 

figures released by the 
m *rVet showed the AFMTs 
general share price index 
2Jged up by four per cent 
*ner trading on Saturday and 
Sunday. But the actual rise in 
market was closer to 
***60 per cent than four since 
mdex does not indude 
fflany small companies whose 
7®* gained in the last two 
“ySf brokers said, 
i Similarly, tiie decline that 
jae market has been register- 
■j v mg over the past months did 
re flect the status of the 
of those companies 
’jntefa have also been losing, 
^ said. 6 


The brokers estimated last 
week that Jordanian stocks 
— including shares of com- 
panies not included in the 
index — have lost np to 25 
per cent since tbe beginning 
of the year. Tbe index 
showed a decline of 12 to 13 
per cent. 

The index, based on 60 
major companies listed in the - 
market, dosed at 152.40 
points on Sunday, up 0.07 
point, or 0.03 per cent, from - 
Saturday’s dose, and 7.3' 
points, or around 4.1 per cent 
from last week’s dose of 
145.1 points. 

Shares worth JD 4.1 mil- 
lion changed hands during 
the last two days as many 
investors sought to -break 
even after seeing stocks tak- 
ing a steady plunge since 
March, broken said. 

Most of the 80 or so com- 
panies whose shares were 
traded in the last two days 
showed an average of three 
to four per cent improvement 
in prices. Those who showed 
decline were mostly deemed 
to be loss-making enterprises 


anyway, brokers said. 

Tbe upward swing in the 
market followed Friday’s 
announcement that His 
Majesty King Hussein had 
accepted an American invita- 
tion to a meeting with Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin in Washington on July 
25. 

“By sheer coincidence, tiie 
announcement came after a 
move on Wednesday by some 
finanrial institutions to shore 
up stock prices by creating 
demand in the market so that 
they would not lose more,” 
said a broker. 

As investors came back to 
the market, they already saw 



among 

long period of stagnation, 
said the broker, who cannot 
be identified under standing 
market guidelines. 

.Several other brokers 
agreed. “What we saw 
yesterday and today is tiie 

result of that enthusiasm,” 
said a banking official who 
d eals with investments in the 


AFM. 

“I expect the trend to con- 
tinue for the next two or 
three days butthe increase in 
prices and turnover will be 
very gradual before a period- 
daring which investors will 
await further news in the 
political scene,” said tiie ex- 
ecutive. 

“The next surge will come 
when Washington makes a 
concrete move towards offer- 
ing debt relief assistance to 
Jordan.” 

By and large, analysts 
agreed with brokers that tire 
improvement of Jordanian 
stocks c^np against the back- 
drop of expectations that the 
King’s summit with Mr. 
Rabin would be followed by 
American moves to offer 
debt relief to Jordan. 

“We have been saying that 
the market would improve 
upon seeing economic fruits 
or tiie peace process coming 
to Jordan,” said the broker. 
“Now we have news that they 
are coming; and this was one 
of the moments many inves- 
tors were waiting for." 


Israelis kill two Palestinians 
in stampede at Erez crossing 

Palestinian police battle Israeli soldiers and settlers 


Combined agency (fispatebes 

EREZ , THE GAZA STRIP 
— Israeli and Palestinian 
security forces shot it out on 
the Gaza Ship on Sunday as 
two Palestinians died and 
dozens were wounded on 
both sides in tbe worst blood- 
shed since self-rule began. 

The explosion of violence, 
which ignited before dawn as 
thousands of desperate work- 
ers tried to break through 
Israeli lines, led the army to 
seal off Gaza indefinitely. 

After troops opened fire 
on protesters at the Erez 
check point, Palestinian 
police, Israeli .soldiers and 
Jewish settlers became 
embroiled in prolonged ex- 
changes of fire, correspon- 
dents reported. 

Palestinian Health Minis- 
ter Riyad A1 Zanouu said 75 
Palestinians were wounded, 
six seriously. Among the 
casualties were at least 15 
policemen. 

Israeli military officials 
said three soldiers were 
wounded, one critically. 
Another 20 Israeli troops and 
a civilian were hurt by stones 
amid bloodshed unpre- 
cedented since autonomy be- 
gan on May 4. 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat called his 


ministers into an emergency 
-session and lodged immedi- 
ate protests to the United 
Nations and the United 
States. 

“Elements within the 
Israeli army and settlers hid- 
den in the area around the 
Erez crossing opened fire to 
try to sabotage the peace 
process,” Mr. Zanoun 
charged. 

Israel blamed the Palesti- 
nians and the new Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
blamed tbe Israelis for what it 
called a “major violation of 
the peace agreement.” 

To cries of “Allahu 
Akbar,” labourers smashed 
through roadblocks, threw 
firebombs, torched a petrol 
station and 30 Israeli buses 
and bombarded soldiers with 
stones'.'" 

At Shifa Hospital in Gaza 
City, Dr. Mohammad Ataal 
tola tbe Associated Press aQ 
the injuries were caused by 
rubber bullets, tear gas and 
bullets of M-16 rifles — 
weapons used by Israel. 

“We got no one wounded 
by AK-47 automatic rifles,” 
he said, referring to the 
weapons carried try Palesti- 
nian police. 

An angry crowd of hun- 
dreds surrounded Shifa, 
shouting “revenge, revenge” 
as the wounded were brought 


in. Islamic fundamentalists 
from the Hamas group 
addressed them from nearby 
mosque loudspeakers, vow- 
ing reprisals against Israeli 
soldiers. 

Demonstrations also broke 
out throughout the West 
Bank as word of the Erez 
dash spread. In Hebron, the 
army damped a curfew on 
tiie main square and market 
following stone-throwing 
dashes. Similar dashes were 
reported in RamaUah. 
Palestinian merchants shut 
their shops and declared a 
general strike in protest. 

Some reports said Israel 
had tried to reduce tbe num- 
ber of workers entering Israel 
because of security feus dur- 
ing a holiday. 

Marwan Kanafoni, spokes- 
man for Mr. Arafat, said he 
was concerned because there 
had been two protests by 
workers barred from entering 
Israel in recent days. 

Israeli Gen. Yomtov 
Sami ah and PLO Gen. Ziad 
A trash were scheduled to 
meet to discuss the incident. 

After the Israel-PLO ex- 
change, Palestinians turned 
back and cheered Palestinian 
police, carrying some on their 
shoulders and chanting “in 
spirit, in blood, we sacrifice 
for you, oh Palestine.” 

Cars and tracks honked 


their horns, celebrating what 
Palestinians viewed as a vic- 
tory in which PLO police 
stood up to the former Israeli 
occupiers. 

“The Palestinian police 
made us veiy proud today. 
They made the Israelis with- 
draw. They made them run 
away. They defeated them. It 
is the happiest day of my 
life,” said Ahmad Mir, 16, a 
worker. 

The shooting took place 
near a gas station and a bus 
terminal which Palestinian 
workers set ablaze, sending 
huge columns of black smoke 
skyward. Palestinians also 
looted an Israeli-owned ce- 
ment factory, ignoring PLO 
police who tried to stop them 
by firing in the air. 

Hisham Abdul Rezzak, a 
PLO official in Gaza, said the 
unrest began when a Palesti- 
nian worker grabbed an auto- 
matic rifle from a PLO 
policeman at a checkpoint 
and began firing in the air. 
Police overpowered the man 
and fired their weapons, 
apparently wounding some 
Palestinians. 

Other workers then 
charged through the barri- 
cades and ran at an Israeli 
checkpoint, where soldiers 
fled. The. workers then 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iryani and Attas to meet in Paris 


SANAA (Agencies) — 
Senior officials from nothem 
and southern Yemen are to 
meet in Paris before tiie end 
of the month to disenss re- 
conciliation in the wake of 
the destructive civil war, a 
Sanaa government source 
said Saturday. 

Planning Minister Abdul 
Karim AJ Iryani, a north- 
erner, and former Prime 
Minister Haidar Abu Bakr 
Attas, who joined the south- 
ern secession attempt led by 
former Vice-President Ali 
Salem A1 Beidh, would meet 
under the auspices of U.N. 
mediator Lakhdar Ibrahimi, 
the source said. 

They would discuss “the 
ways and means to begin a 
national dialogue in line with 


resolutions of tbe U.N. 
Security Council on Yemen” 
passed during the two-month 
civil war which ended with 
the foil of Aden to northern 
forces on July 7. 

The source said the two 
would be joined by Yemen's 
U.N. Ambassador Abdullah 
AI Ashtal and Abdullah A1 
Asuaj, “foreign minister’’ of 
die “democratic republic of 
Yemen” declared at tbe end 
of May by Mr. Beidh but 

unrecognised by any state. 

Mr. Attas, who was also 
named ‘*011016 minister” by 
Mr. Beidh, is officially under 
threat of an arrest warrant 
issued by Sanaa against 16 
southern leaders at the height 
of die conflict. 

But he met with Mr. Iryani 


several times at U.N. head- 
quarters in the last days of 
tiie war. 

Meanwhile a tightened 
night curfew has ^ been 
damped on Aden, with the 
government saying it is to 
contain looting but southern 
leaders in exile claiming it is 
aimed at quashing resistance, 
officials said Sunday. 

The officials in Sanaa said 
the curfew had existed since 
the war ended July 7 but had 
been “tightened” as of Satur- 
day night. It lasts from 10 
p.m. to 5 a.m. (1800 GMT to 
0100 GMT). 

“The curfew was only 
tightened by internal order 
from Governor Taha Ahmad 
Ghanem to contain the loot- 
ing, to bring in stolen cars. 


etc.,” said the government 
official. 

Aden has been scene of 
widespread looting since its 
collapse to northern forces. 
Each side has accused the 
other of being responsible for 
the plunder. 

But Gamal Ben Hadi, one 
of the southern leaders who 
fled to tiie Saudi Arabian city 
of Jeddah when Aden fell, 
said the curfew was prompted 
by northern attempt to rein in 
the resistance. 

“It is not to curb the loot- 
ing, as they claiip. They want 
to curb the resistance,” said 
Mr. Hadi. speaking to the 
Associated Press by tele- 
phone. 

(Continued on page 2) 



Middle East News 


Lebanese Forces takes up 
underground resistance 


By Riraa Salameh 

The Associated Press 

BEIRUT — The main 
Christian militia in the 1975- 
1990 civil war has taken up 
peaceful underground resist- 
ance against the Syrian-back- 
ed government following the 
arrest of its leader. 

The outlawed Lebanese 
Forces is distributing leaflets 
proclaiming Samir Geagea 
innocent of ail charges 
heaped upon him by Prune 
Minister Kafik Hariri’s gov- 
ernment after his April 21 
arrest. 

The 42-year-old former 
warlord is awaiting trial on 
charges of engineering a 
church bombing north of 
Beirut in Feburary and the 
murder of rival right-wing 
Christian leader Dany Cha- 
moun, his wife and two sons 
in 1990. 

‘'Samir Geagea has chosen 
the path of heroism because 
Lebanon is in danger and the 
Christians are in danger," 
said a leaflet distributed Fri- 
day in the Christian heartland 
north of Beirut. 

The Lebanese Forces dis- 
banded voluntarily and sur- 
rendered their arms to the 
authorities in 1990, when the 
government licensed the 
group to operate as a political 
party. 

But the license was re- 
voked last March after the 
group was linked to the Feb. 
27 bombing of the Notre 
Dame de la Delivrance 
Church that killed 11 wor- 
shipers and wounded 60. 



Samir Geagea 

The group announced the 
formation of the Christian 
resistance movement in a 
June 28 leaflet entitled “com- 
munique 1.” It urged Leba- 
non's badly splintered Christ- 
ian community to reunite for 
survival, „ 

“You Christians are on the 
way to extenction. Unite," it 
said. 

The group’s other resist- 
ance activities thus for have 
also been peaceful: Painting 
pro-Geagea graffiti and stag- 
ing bell-ringing protests in 
remote churches in the cedar 
mountains of the north. 

In last Friday’s’Heaflet, the 
group said Geagea 's indict- 
ments in both cases were 
“fabricated altogether by the 
army's intelligence bureau." 

It said scores of former 
Lebanese Forces militiamen 
have been taken by the army 
for interrogation sessions after 


Dr. Geagea’s arrest and were 
released only after they were 
forced to sign pledges not to 
engage in politics. 

The charges against Dr. 
Geagea carry the death 
penalty. He is the most prom- 
inent Lebanese accused of 
civil war mimes. 

The leaflet described the 
accusations as ridiculous and 
said they were politically 
motivated to justify the 
crackdown on the Lebanese 
Forces. 

“Geagea has struggling to 
reassert Lebanon's independ- 
ence and recover its freedom 
to make its own destiny," the- 
leaflet said in an obvious allu- 
sion to Syria's dominance of 
the country. 

The leaflets refer to Leba- 
non as Syria's “protecto- 
rate.” 

Syria has 40,000 troops sta- 
tioned in Lebanon as 
peacekeepers to prevent the 
rekindling of the civil war. 

Troops have been often 
seen polishing out graffiti 
from the walls of mountain 
resort towns of the Kesrouan 
province, the main base of 
the Maronite Catholic com- 
munity, which makes up the 
largest Christian sect in 
Lebanon. 

The Maronites dominated 
power since Lebanon gained 
independence from France in 
1943. But they have been 
weakened by internal power 
straggles and by an Arab 
League- brokereo accord that 
ended the dvil war by giving 
Muslims an equal snare of 
power with .the Christians. 


Damascus is hopeful I Moscow 


(Continued from page 1) 
the United Stales in the past 
few days to demand a foil 
Israeli withdrawal from all 
occupied Arab territory, 
which it says is vital for any 
breakthrough in talks. 

A Syrian official told AFP: 
“Israel’s agreement to with- 
draw to the pre-June 4, 1967 
borders is the necessary start- 
ing point to revive negotia- 
tions and bring about a com- 
prehensive peace settle- 
ment." 

The government newspap- 
er Tishrin said Sunday: “Mr. 
Christopher’s efforts must 
focus on changing the Israeli 
attitude." 

Meanwhile Israel and the 
Palestinians are due to begin 
a fresh round of talks on 
Monday in Cairo on the next 
stage of self-rule, launched in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho on 
May 4. 

Jordan is also to begin its 
first talks with Israel to be 
held in the Middle East on 
Monday, ahead of the first 
ever summit meeting be- 
tween King Hussein and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin in Washington on 


July 25. 

Syria, which insists on an 
overall And) settlement with 
Israel, is “worried and frus- 
trated” by the progress in 
these tracks of negotiations, 
the Western diplomat said 
here. 

To preserve what is left of 
Arab unity, Damascus initial- 
ly reacted with a “certain 
dissatisfaction bat then with 
real moderation,'* the diplo- 
mat said. 

Solidarity with Lebanon 
remains firm. Lebanese Pres- 
ident Elias Hrawi stressed 
last week: “Lebanon will sign 
with Syria and will be the last 
to sign." 

The official Syrian press 
meanwhile urged the United 
States to demand a full Israeli 
withdrawal from occupied 
Arab territory. 

“The problem of the (occu- 
pied) territories is at the 
heart of the Israeli-Arab con- 
flict and peace can only be 
achieved through (Israeli) 
withdrawal,” said A1 Thawra 
in a commentary. 

The paper said “Israel’s 
manoeuvring remains a 
source for pessimism.” 


Attas, Iryani to meet in Paris 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Hadi is a member of 
the executive committee of 
the League of the Sons of 
Yemen whose head, Abdnl 
Rahman Al Jifri, was chosen 
by Mr. Beidh as his “vice 
president” when he 
announced secession from 
Sanaa halfway through the 
war. 

He said resistance was par- 
ticularly active within 
Hadhramaut province, Mr. 
Beidh’s home province. 

“There was a clash in 
Hadhramaut with northern 
forces on Saturday, and our 
people killed and wounded 
170 of their men," he said. 
The claim could not be con- 
finned independently. 

Mr. Jifri, Mr. Hadi and a 


group of southern leaders in 
Jeddah, led by Salem Saleh 
Mohammad who was the 
strongman in Mr. Beidh’s 
Yemen Socialist Party, have 
said they are planning to de- 
velop the resistance move- 
ment within and without 
southern Yemen until they 
end the “occupation” of 
Aden. 

But a planned meeting of 
the rebel leaders for the pur- 
pose had been delayed, part- 
ly because they were waiting 
for Mr. Attas to join them. 

Mr. Attas is expected to 
meet Dr. Iryani in Paris on 
July 28. But he would not say 
whether the plans of the 

southern resistance hinged on 
the outcome of that meeting 
or what he and bis compan- 
ions sought from it. 


(Co nti n u e d from page 1) 

Mr. Posuvalyuk, a person- 
al envoy of President Yeltsin, 
was speaking to reporters af- 
ter talks with Prime Minister 
Majali. 

Jordan and Israel axe due 
to open talks on border and 
water rights on Monday and 
King Hussein is scheduled to 
meet with Israeli Prime Mini- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin in 
Washington July 25. 

Mr. Posuvalyuk said “Rus- 
sia believes these are great 
developments and should 
coincide with progress in the 
Syrian and Lebanese trades" 
of peace talks with Israel. 

“We are comfortable with 
these achievements,” added 
Mr. Posuvalyuk, whose coun- 
try is a co-sponsor of the 
peace process along with the . 
United States. 

Hie Russian envoy said his 
country believes in a compre- 
hensive solution that could 
bring genuine stability and 
security to the region. 

Mr. Posuvalyuk said his 
country will brief the U.S. 
administration on the results 
of his meetings in Damascus 
with Syrian offidals and 
voiced hope that the U.S. 
officials will brief the Soviet 
leadership on the results of 
their talks in Middle Eastern 
capitals. 

Later Sunday Mr. Posu- 
valyuk left Amman at the end 
of a two-day visit. 

Mr. Posuvalyuk arrived 
from Syria, where he held 
talks with Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa in what 
"omats described as an 
rt to persuade Syria and 
its ally Lebanon to end their 
boycott of the multilateral 
trade of the Mideast peace 
talks. 

Syria and Lebanon have 
consistently boycotted the 
multilateral talks, which are 
aimed at gathering Israel and 
the Arabs to discuss future 
cooperation in the fields of 
the economy, water, re- 
fugees, disarmament and the 
environment. 




A par ca rrying 811 Iqjnred man makes its way through the crowd at Al Shifa Hospital in Gaza 
City (AFP photo) 

Arafat wants Palestinian 
press to censor itself 


GAZA CITY (AP) — Yasser 
Arafat suggested Saturday 
that Palestinian journalists 
censor themselves, saying 
they should act "in Pales- 
tine's interest." 

Mr. Arafat spoke to a de- 
legation of about 100 Palesti- 
nian journalists who came to 
meet him at the Palestine 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(PBC) office. 

Naim Toubasi, bead of the 
Palestine ■ Journalist's Asso- 
ciation, read the demands of 
fellow journalists to Mr. 
Arafat. 

Topping the list was a re- 
quest for freedom of speech 
and freedom of the Palesti- 
nian press and a guarantee 
that the press union will be 
free from interference by 
politicians. 

Gaza journalists also 
brought up the sometimes 
brutal way in which Arafat 
security guards have treated 
reporters, beating some of 
them or hurling insults. 

Mr. Arafat promised that 
he would respect freedom of 
expression in privately owned 
publications, including those 
put out by opposition parties. 

“But I can’t accept that our 
press be fed by imported 


ideas ... or bought by Arab, 
Western or Asian countries," 
said Mr. Arafat. 

“You are forming ideas 
and infuenang public opin- 
ion. I hope tins formation of 
ideas will be in Palestine’s 
interest and not against it. It’s 
my right to say that," he said. 

“I beseech you in the name 
of Palestine, your martyrs 
and the children of the stone 
and by every holy site in this 
land to be responsible jour- 
nalists," he added. 

Also Saturday,. the Pales- 
tine news agency, WAFA, 
began operating in the auton- 
omous areas. It released a 
seven-page newsletter that 
listed Mr. Arafat's activities. 

Work on Gaza port 

Mr. Arafat said Saturday 
that - the cornerstone for 
Gaza’s port, the only outlet 
to the outside world for the 
autonomous areas, will be 
laid Aug. 1. 

Mr. Arafat told a delega- 
tion of Gaza industrialists 
that a consortium of three 
companies from Holland, 
France and Italy will build 
the port. He did not disdose 
the location of the port. 


Talks to end Sudan 
civil war begin today 


NAIROBI (AP) — Sunda’s 
government and rebels are 
set to hold another round of 
talks Monday to trv to end 
the civil war that has 
killed hundreds of thousands 
of people and threatens more 
than 2 million with starva- 
tion. 

- Representatives of the re- 
bel Sudan People’s Libera- 
tion Army, in Nairobi for the 
talks, said Saturday they ex- 
pect some progress. 

Although the agenda prop- 
osed by mediators in May has 
not been made public, both 
sides have discussed a re- 
ferendum to allow south- 
erners to decide the region’s 
status in Sudan. 

Given the animosities be- 
tween the mainly African, 
animist and Christian south 
and the traditionally domi- 
nant Arab and Muslim north, 
southerners would likely opt 
for secession, which Sudan 
opposes. 

The insurgents took up 
arms in 1983 to press for 
increased autonomy and de- 
velopment for the south. 

The war has hampered de- 


liveries of emergency food 
and medicine to 2.4 million 
southerner, the United Na- 
tions says, and in the recent 
months forced U.N. and pri- 
vate relief agencies to evacu- 
ate expatriate workers. 

The Sudan People's Li- 
beration Army, currently 
split into two rival factions, 
and the government have met 
several times over the past 
five years. But they have 
failed to reach any agree- 
ment. 

“The government's posi- 
tion is that Sudan is a united 
country and it will remain 
unitea/' Abu Baker Al 
Shingiea, .. secretary-general 
of Sudan’s External Informa- 
tion Council, said in a recent 
interview in the capital Khar- 
toum. 

Mr. Shingieti said the gov- 
ernment has “offered feder- 
alism with significant auton- 
omy and powers testates" and 
the right to decide' if they 
want Sharia, or Islamic law, 
which is opposed by the 
southerners. 

The talks are being spon- 
sored by Sudan’s neighbours. 


The new port will make it 
possible for Gazans to import 
and export goods directly 
without having to go through 
Israeli or Egyptian dealers. 

Also Saturday, Mr. Arafat 
met with U.S. Consul Gener- 
al Edward Abington, a few 
days before his expected talk-s 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher. 

Mr. Abington told repor- 
ters that he discussed econo- 
mic issues with Mr. Arafat 
and touched briefly on Mr. 
Christopher’s visit to the 
area. 

Mr. Abington said it still 
was not clear when and 
where Mr. Christopher and 
Mr. Arafat will meet. 

“I know that Mr. Christ- 
opher is looking forward to 
seeing the chairman (Ara- 
fat),” said Mr. Abington. 

Earlier, Mr. Arafat refused 
to comment on Mr. Christ- 
opher’s visit, saying dismis- 
sively, “leave it until he 
comes.” 

Mr. Christopher is ex- 
pected to begin a trip to die 
region on Sunday to help 
Jordan and Israel resolve dif- 
ferences and to push for 
progress on the stalled Sy- 
rian-Israeli track. 


Almost 50 
die in two 
Sudanese 
accidents 


KHARTOUM (AP) — At 
least 22 people died of thirst 
and starvation after a bus 
they were in was lost in the 
Sudanese desert, newspapers 
reported Sunday. 

And in another northern 
Sudan transport accident, 
papers reported a fishing 
boat pressed into service as a 
ferry overturned and pitched 
the 28 people aboard into the 
Nile. Al but three drowned. 

Al Ingaz Al Watani re- 
ported survivors trudged 
more than 100 kilometres and 
straggled into Khartoum to 
tell the story of the bus that 
strayed into Sudan’s eastern 
desert July 8. 

The newspaper said the 
driver lost his way in seasonal 
sandstorms, steered into the 
desert and became lost. The 
vehicle became disabled, and 
the 40 people aboard the bus 
found themselves lost with- 
out food or water. 
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Policeman shot dead In Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — A suspected militant shot dead’ a 
plaindothed policeman in a normally quiet city in southern 
Egypt after surrendering, security offidals said here 
Sunday. Rebiei Mohammad All was on duty with three ■ 
other policemen late Saturday near a bridge in al Minya, < 
about 240 kilometres south of Cairo, when they saw a : 
wanted militant, Hassan Taha Abdul Wabab, crossing the f 
bridge on a bicycle. Abdul Wahab was wanted in connec- ^ 
tion with acts of terrorism and membership of the militant 
group Al Gamaa Al Islamiyah, the offidals said. The four 
went -to arrest Abdul Wahab, who immediately surren- 
dered. But the suspect pulled out a gun shortly after his 
arrest, and pumped several bullets into All’s body. The ; 
other three policemen fired at Abdul Wahab as he fled the j 
scene, but they stopped shooting for fear of hitting i 
passers-by, the sources said. Abdul Wahab had been 
arrested several times before, but had always managed to 
escape. Police launched a manhunt for Abdul Wahab 
throughout Al Minya, arresting 19 suspected militants they 
thought could lead them to the gunman, the source said. Al 
Minya has been relatively untouched fry the militant 
violence which has plagued the neighbouring province of 
Assiut. Nearly 400 people have died since March 1992 
when militants launched a violent campaign aimed at 
toppling Egypt’s secular government. 

No early end to Saudi gems case 

BANGKOK (AFP) — Thai police have evidence linking . 
more potential suspects to $20 million in missing Saudi 
geips but are unlikely to wrap up the case soon, press 
reports said Sunday. The conclusion had been further 
delayed by new information potentially implicating “many 
individuals" in the police department, the Bangkok Post ! 
quoted Interior Ministry Permanent Secretary Aree Wong- 
Araya as saying. He reportedly said he was not sore th«{L 
case could be wrapped up this year or that all the missing ;! 
jewels could be recovered. In 1989, a Thai servant stole they 
jewellery from a Saudi palace and fled to Thailand, where ’ 
be was arrested and the loot seized. Part of the jewellery I 
recovered by Thai police was not returned to the owner, ; 
and much of what was handed back turned out to be fake. ; 
That case, and the murders of five Saudi businessmen and . 
diplomats in Thailand in 1989 and 1990 poisoned relations, 
between the two countries, leading Riyadh to downgrade; 
its embassy here and stop issuing visas to Thais. Eight 
Thais, all but one policeman, are currently on trial in the 
case. Six suspects named later have surrendered for. 
questioning. The former national police chief, Sawasdi- 
Amomvivat, and police department legal advisor Sanong 
Waitanawar, both police generals, have been given until 
the end of August to submit to questioning but nave so for 
not responded. “If they do not surrender, m arrest them 
myself,” current police chief Pratin Santiprapop was 
quoted as saying. 

Kurd-linked violence in Turkey kills 20 

ANKARA ((R.) — Thirteen Kurdish guerrillas and seven 
villagers were killed in dashes and attacks in Turkey, 
officials said on Sunday. An official statement from the 
regional governor’s office in the southeastern city of 
Dryarbakir said nine members of the outlawed Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) were lolled in three separate dashes 
in the southeast. It (fid not say when the clashes took place. 
The semi-official Anatolia news agency said troops 
four PKK rebels indnding a woman in the eastern town of 
Zara. In another incident in the southeastern town of 
Dide, PKK guerrillas opened fire no villagers on Saturday, 
killing seven and wounding four, the agency said. 

I Iran protests Venezuelan accusations 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has protested to Venezuela ovei* • 
allegations that four of its diplomats in Caracas kidnapped 
Iranian asylum-seekers. The official Iranian news agency 
IRNA said Sunday the Venezuelan charge d'affaires in 
Tehran, Sleladio Sanz; was summoned to* the Foreign 
Ministry Saturday to receive the official protest. Earlier the 
Venezuelan government confirmed newspaper allegations 
in Venezuela that four armed Iranian diplomats bad 
kidnapped members of an Iranian family who had sought 
political asylum after arriving in Caracas. The daily El 
Universal said Friday that the refugees had been detained 
in the Iranian embassy in Caracas against their will. An 
Iranian Foreign Ministry official, however, criticised Vene- 
zuela for its “un calculated move" m confirming the 
allegations demanded an official explanation.' 

Senior Kurdish guerrilla commander killed 

ANKARA (AF) — A senior Kurdish guerrilla commander 
was among those killed in recent clashes between rebels 
and Turkish troops in eastern Turkey, news reports said. 
Ibrahim Incedursun, who oversaw the political training of 
the guerrillas at the Zaleta camp, 110 kilometres inside 
northern Iraq, died in Kars province, bordering Armenia, 
die Turkish daily Cnmhuriyet reported. He was a deputy 
chairman of the Kurdish People’s Labour Party, banned in 
1993 on charges it sponsored Kurdish separatism. Govern- 
ment troops launched an operation Thursday against rebel 
sanctuaries in the rugged northeastern province. So far, the 
battle has claimed 51 lives, including 37 rebels, Turish 
security sources said. The Germany-based Kurdish news 
agnency Kurd- A, disputed those figures, saying instead 25 
soldiers and five rebels were killed. Security forces killed 18 
guerrillas in five separate southeastern provinces on 
Saturday, the Anatolia news agency said. The Turkish 
army recently stepped up its anti-guerrilla campaign and 
the government suspended all army discharges to concen- 
trate on the fight- The guerrillas of the Kurdish Labour 
Party, fighting for autonomy in southeastern Turkey, stage - 
hit-and-run attacks from their bases in Iran, Iraq and Syria. 
The fighting has d aimed more than 12,000 lives since 1984. I 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin suppBcd by tbc Depart- 
ment of Meteorology, 

Fine weather coodmons vriB pre- 
vail whh ctoods appearing at tow 
altitudes and win® westerly mod- 
erate to active. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Aifaman 18/29 

Aqaba 25/37 

DcscitS 17/32 

Jordan Valley 23/36 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 28. Aqaba 36 Humidity 

readings: Am man 44 per cent. 
Aqaba 31 per ceuL 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Nidal Al DahJcb 827195 

Dr. Bassam Karadsbcfa 759200 

Dr. Yahya Abdul Salam .... 736072 

Dr. Faknri Taych 885880 

Funs pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoufch pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shrrurisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRB1D: 

Dr. Hsham Hyasat 982440 

Alquds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mohammad AlKhaES 273099 
Khairfch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES _. 

roou 

Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Civil Defence ImmaSatc 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

R escu e Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade.. 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Price 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Compl ai nts 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Mu ni cipali t y 

Compiamb 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Antbonty 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company. — 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08- 53200 
Queen Alia 1ml. Airport 08-53200 




HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
KbaGtfi Maternity, J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilefa Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Sbmeisaai ...... 664171/4 

Shmasard Hospital 66913] 

University Hospital 84S845 

AJ-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

Tbc Islamic, AbdaK 666127/37 

Al-AhH. Abdali . 664164/6 

luSan. AJ-Mnhajrcca ... 777101/3 
Al-Basbir, J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army. Marfa — 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 60224050 

Amal Hosp it al 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa Natrona! Hospital 

(09)900560 

1 bn Situ Hospital (09)986732 

/UHDom Modem Hospital (09)990990 

Prince* Basra Hospital (02)275555 

Greci Catholic Hcepfcal (02)272275 
IbnAJ Nates Hospdal (02)347100 

AQABA: 

Prince* Haya Hospital ... — (03)314111 
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QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen AEa fa- 
temadooa! Airport Td. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 
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Flight* 
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17:68 Rome (AZj 

■o-M Cairo (MS) 

21:15 to. Beirut (add) (ME) 

21:36 Dubai (EM) 

01:38 ., .Amsterdam (KL) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

0646 Beirut (RJ) 

12#0 Sanaa (RJ) 

11:28 J. Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

L3-80.:..: Rhodes (add) I RJ) 

1125 ; Frartftsl v-' , 

13:15 London (RJ) 

13*5 Cairo (RJ| 

1435 Moscow (Rj), 

2fe45 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

21:08 DhahraniRJ) 

21* Damascus (RJ) 

Z230 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

2238 .... Al ’Ain, Abo Dhabi (RJ) 

Other Rights- (Terminal 2) 


8648 Istanbul (TK) 

88:15 Bdrnt (ME) 

14:38 ... Bahrain. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

21:15 _ Cairo (MS) 

22:13 Beirut (add) (ME j 

2238 1.... Dubai (EM) 

82:36 Amsterdam (KL) 

HIJAZ RAILWAY 

TRAIN 

Pep. Amiga &00 every Monday 


Air. Dm— Scot 

5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dtp. Damascus 

7 JO a m. every Sunday 
Arr. Amman 

5:00 p.m. every Sunday 

MARKET PUKES 

Upper, lower price in fUs per kg. 

Apple 550/400 

Apricots SOOT TOO 

Banana...... 680 

Banana ( Mn ka mm a r ) ... ... GO 

Cabbage -... 140/80 

Carol 250/180 

Cobra 1300 / 800 

Gbcny 1200/700 

Cauliflower 300/200- 

CucnmbcrS (large) 90/50 

Cucumbers (small) 200/120 

Etegpiant 180 / 100 

480/380 

Gallic 750/550 

Grapes .450 / 350 

Lemon — 620/500 

Marrowflaige) 90/a 

Marrow (snail) 180/ IQ0 

Muhrkhiah 130/80 

Okra 850/600- 

Qrangc 500/400 

Onion (dry) — . 220 / 160 

Sweet Melon 210? 140 

. Pcpper(hot) 340/240 

Pepper (sweet) 240/180 

Potato ; 450/ 3Q0 

Peaches 750/600 

Tomato ....... 110/50 

Sitting beans 320/ 220 

Watermelon 100/60- 
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Her Majesty Queen Noor Sunday greets one of dren’s Conference 
Egypts junior envoys to the 14th Arab Chfl- by Rana Hiwmfai) 


Opening in Amman (photo 


Queen Noor welcomes participants 
to 14th Arab Children’s Congress 


By Uawa Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — More than 40 
Arab children gathered 
Sunday at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre (RCC) for the 
opening of the 14th Arab 
Children’s Congress. 

Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, who initiated this 
event following the conclu- 
sion of the 1980 Arab sum- 
mit in Amman, aniyedto 
welcome the participating 
children representing the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Sudan, Iraq, 
;0man, Yemen, Egypt, 
destine, Algeria, Tunisia, 
Syria, Libya, Morocco, 
Lebanon and Jordan. 

Colourfully dressed in 
their national costumes, 
the children were addres- 
sed by two of their peers 
and were treated to a varie- 
ty of Jordanian flokloric 
performances. 

“In the name of all Arab 
children, we thank Her 
Majesty Queen Noor for 
providing us the opportun- 
ity to meet here m Am- 
' man,” said Salem Felini 
(13), an Omani participant 
who spoke on behalf of all 
the children. 

Addressing the Queen, 
ministers, officials and 
family members, Salem 
said “we came' here with 
hopes in our hearts to learn 
and share new things 
together to be able to face 
life’s challenges in the fu- 
ture. 

Nine-year-old Jordanian 
pnpfl Asm a Ibrahim also 
welcomed the gathering 


saying that “childhood is a 
stage by which we grow and 
became more mature, and 
childhood is the secret of 
life’s : joys.” 

“Frequently nations are 
valued on how much they 
care for their children,’' she 
added. 

The event, being held« 
under the theme “The Role - 
of the Family in Promoting 
Common Arab Culture,*’ is ' 
organised and sponsored . 
-by Noor'Ai Hussein 
Foundation (NHF). 

During the six-day con- 
gress, the children will take 
part in various perform- 
ances including folkloric 
dances and poetry readings * 
depicting the traditional 
cultures of the participating 
Arab countries, in addition 
to other regular entertain- 
ment programmes. 

The children will have an 
opportunity to visit tourist 
sites and get acquainted 
with Jordanian families, 
attend workshops and lec- 
tures conducted by Jorda- 
nian intellectuals, and visit 
children’s libraries as well 
as the University of Jordan. 

This year’s progra m me 
includes two workshops 
that will involve the chil- 
dren in various arts such as 
painting, acting, poetry 
reading. 

The children will also 
tour the Haya Arts Centre 
Dome of Stars, a children’s 
planetarium. 

The workshop will high- 
light the cohesion among 
Arab families and the im- 
portance of projecting 
family values and the 
strong relationships among 


members of the same fami- 
ly- 

The Arab Children's 
Congress aims at bringing 
together Arab children 
from various parts of the 
region to participate in a 
programme of cultural acti- 
vities, discussions and visits 
to historical sites and de- 
velopment projects in the 
Kingdom. 

The congress seeks to 
encourage the concept that 
Arab children belong to 
one nation with the same 
cultures, stresses the im- 
portance of learning new 
skills and introduces the 
children to come to know 
more about Jordan, its peo- 
ple and history as well as its 
relationship with other 
Arab countries. 

The event also highlights 
Arab children’s status, 
working to ensure the qual- 
ity of that status by ex- 
changing knowledge and 
experiences and in order to 
increase children's abilities 
and encourage them to play 
important roles in various 
cultural and educational 
activities. 

The four or five children 
invited from each Arab 
state to convene in Amman 
for the congress range in 
age between 10 and 15. 

Queen Noor toured a 
book exhibition following 
the end of the event. 

The Queen was accom- 
panied by Mrs. Noor Izze- 
dine and was received by 
Minister of Tourism 
Mohammad Adwan and 
Minister of Culture Jumaa 
Hamraad. 


Jordanian drugs get WHO approval 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The stan- 
dard and quality of medicines 
produced in Jordan meets 
5 jth the approval of the 
{arid. Health Organisation 
(WHO), according to WHO 
Representative in the 
Neareast region Omar Sulei- 
man. 

■ .In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, Dr. 
Reiman said Sunday that 
die high quality of Jordanian 
Pharmaceutical products has 
enabled die Kingdom to mar- 
ket .its drugs in Arab and 


foreign countries. 

WHO, which issues guide- 
lines for pharmaceutical 
manufacturing, considers the 
drugs produced in Jordan to 
be of good quality and meet- 
ing internationally recognised 
specifications, he said. 

Jordan has six phar- 
maceutical companies and 
four factories manufacturing 
veterinary products, accord- 
ing to the Jordan Pharmacists 
Association (JPA). 

The JPA said that nearly 
80 per cent of the total pro- 


duction is being marketed in 
Arab and foreign nations, 
securing at least JD 50 mil- 
lion in annual revenues. 

WHO, said Dr. Suleiman, 
has been supporting the 
Ministry of Health’s drive to 
expand primary health care 
services and also has been 
providing advice and exper- 
tise to the country in the field 
of drug manufacturing and 
distribution, the fight against 
contagious diseases, mother 
and child health care and the 
care of the handicapped. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


* ExhSbftion of abstract ofl paintings by 
; Mahin AJ Sarraf at (Mali Art Gallery in 
; Uthtina (TeL 826932), 

& Exhthttco by plastic artist Sn’ad H3mi at 
; foe Royal Cultural Centre. 

^ Exhibition by Jordanian an*t Iraqi artists at 
; AHa Art Gallery, Jabal Amman (Tel. 
09350). 

* A mm an 5th Furniture Fair at the World 
JjWMtieis Centre, University Road (Tel. 

* Ceramic exhibition by plastic artists Dr. 
Mahmoud Sadeq and Da’d Mifleh at Bakr 

! Engineering Establishment, Uni- 

■ Road (Tel. 688479). 

, of paintings by Omar Hamdan 


Shatman at Daral A1 Fnmm of the Abdul 
Hameed Shoraan Foundation in Jabal 
Luweibdeh. Also showing “permanent” 
exhibition of 56 Arab contemporary artists 
(Td. 643251/2). 

☆ Plastic art exhibition by Hussein Da’ssfii at 
the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art 
(Td. 695291). 

☆ Exhibition entitled “Arab Artists in 
France” at the Jordan National Gallery of 
Fine Arts, Jabal Luweibdeh, off AJ Mimta- 
zah Circle (Tel. 630128). 

☆ Exhibition by plastic artist Kbdri HarzaJ- 
lah at the Jordanian Plastic Association in 
Shmeisani (TeL 699914). 


Japanese team here to draft tourism plan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister 
of Tourism and Antiquities 
Mohammad Adwan Sunday 
met in his office with the 
Deputy Managing Director 
of the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA), 
Mr. Iwaguchi, foe mission 
leader, and the accompany- 
ing delegation currently visit- 
ing Jordan to prepare a mas- 
ter plan for Jordan's tourism 
outlook to the year 2010. 

Dr. Adwan welcomed the 
delegation and expressed Jor- 
dan’s appreciation of Japan’s 
efforts to develop tourism in 
the Kingdom. 

He stressed the importance 
for Jordan to develop its 
tourism industry, saying “our 
needs are many, ana any 
assistance is welcomed.” 

Dr. Adwan referred to the 
master plan Japan has 
already drafted for the north- 
ern regions of foe Kingdom 
in the past. The current prop- 
osed master plan will focus 
on foe southern parts of Jor- 
dan. 

The minister acknow- 
ledged and thanked Japan’s 









1 A. ijh 

Minister of Tourism Mohammad Adwan (2nd from left) 
and Ministry Secreta r y General Ghassan Mufleb Sunday 
meet with Deputy managing director of the Japan 



International Cooperation Agency, Mr. Iuagnchi s and an 

accompanying delegation (Petra photo) 


importance of preserving the 
antiquities and the environ- 
ment during the implements 
tion of the master plan, 
saying that this study is very 
important for the coming 


its relation to developing touris- 
tic sites was discussed con- 
cerning long term planning. 

\ Dr. Adwan stressed foe 
value of the mission visiting 


all sites in Jordan including 
Jerash and the Jordan Valley, 
as intentions are to develop 
local tourism in the valley. 

The two sides also discus- 


sed prospects of the deleg- 
tion’s meeting with private 
sector representatives. 

Meetings are scheduled to 
be held up to July 26, to 
determine the scope of work. 


ministry of foreign affairs for ■ stage especially if a compre- 
sending a delegation last hensive and lasting peace is 
week in which they accomplished in the region, 
announced Tokyo’s willing- The issue of infrastructure 
ness to appoint rhfc mission was discussed and the need 
to prepare studies on tourism ^° r Japan’s assistance in this 
in the region and its future a™ 3 along with foe drawing 
needs. of a master plan. 

Dr. Adwan stressed the The water suoplv issue and 


French firm studies linking 
Shidiyeh mines, Aqaba 


Water delivery programme 
to start in Bekaa soon 

Ministers respond to complaints 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Water Authority will soon 
apply a distribution program- 
me to ensure water supplies 
to all parts of the Bekaa 
refugee camp where residents 
have complained of water 
shortages, according to 
Minister of Water and Irriga- 
tion Saleh Irsheidat. 

Speaking during a visit to 
foe camp with Minister of 
Public Works and Housing 
Abdul Razzak Ensour and 
Minister of State Mohammad 
Tbweib, Dr. Irsheidat said 
Water Authority teams are 
repairing foe network within 
the Bekaa' Water' basin arid 
will soon announce a tender 
to lay new water networks in 
that region. 

The minister said that the 
tender, valued at JD 500,000, 
entails laying a five-kilometre 
pipeline around foe camp, 
adding that three artesian 
wells are being drilled to 
further guarantee water sup- 
plies to local residents. 

A spokesman for the 


New plant 
to produce 

salts in 
Ghor Safi 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A consor- 
tium of Italian firms Sunday 
signed a contract with the 
Arab Potash Company 
(APC) to set up a S19.8 
million plant in the Ghor Safi 
area near the Dead Sea to 
extract table and industrial 
salts. 

According to APC Direc- 
tor General Suleiman 
Hawaii, who signed the deal 
at the company's office in 
Amman, the new plant would 
produce 1.2 million tonnes of 
industrial salt and 31,000 ton- 
nes of table salt annually. 

He said that work on the 
project, whose products will 
be purely for export, is ex- 
pected to take 20 months. 

APC sources said that the 
new project is to be im- 
plemented under the umbrel- 
la of the Jordanian holding 
company. The $85 million 
company, set up last January, 
has been designed to oversee 
the exploitation of Dead Sea 
mineral resources. 

The holding company, 
named the Jordan Industrial 
Chemicals of the Dead Sea 
Minerals Company, is jointly 
owned by the Jordan Invest- 
ment Corporation, the APC, 
the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company (JPMC) and a con- 
sortium of Jordanian banks. 

According to APC en- 
gineers the industrial salt to 
be produced through the new 
plant will be 99.7 per cent 
pure, while the table salt will 
be 99.8 per cent pure. , 

The table salt, to which 
iodine will be added is ex- 
pected to have a high_ com- 
petitive edge over similar 
products from other coun- 
tries on the international 
markets. 


camp’s services committee 
had presented several re- 
quests outlining the local resi- 
dents’ complaints that water 
readies them only once every 
fortnight and the roads in the 
camp are in bad need of 
repair. 

The minister of public 
works and housing told the 
meeting which was attended 
bv Balqa Governor Eid 
Qatameh (hat beginning 
1995 the ministry wQl allocate 
special funds to -repair all 
roads in the camp. He said 
foe ministry has allocated JD 

30,000 for this year’s repairs. 

Minister Mohammad The- 
wib .said, foe Department of 
Palestinian Affairs has allo- 
cated an additional JD 30,000 
for road repair, making the 
total JD 60,000. . 

Present at the meeting 
were Parliament members 
Ibrahim Shihdeh and 
Mohammad Oweida, in addi- 
tion to a United Nations Re- 
lief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) representative. 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — A French firm 
is currently conducting a 
feasibility study on linking 
A1 Shidiyeh Mines in the 
south with the railroad that 
passes through Batn A1 
Ghoul which is used to 
transport phosphates to 
Aqaba for export. 

The study, costing 
around $600,000, is ex- 
pected to be completed be- 
fore the end of foe year, 
and it is estimated that the 
actual building of the $50 
million railroad will take 
another 18 months. 

Once built, the 50- 
kilometre rail link will 
transport phosphates from 
A1 Shidiyeh mines to 
Aqaba, and the volume of 
Jordan’s phosphate exports 
' would also be increased to 
' ' nearly three million torines. 
It will replace the trucking 
system which now ferries 
A! Shidiyeh phosphates to 
Aqaba. 

The Shidiyeh mines, 
operated by the Jordan 
Phosphates Mines Com- 
pany (JPMC), is described 
as the best yet in the King- 
dom and the JPMC is scal- 
ing down production at 
other mines. It is expected 


to be foe main source for 
Jordanian phosphates by 
the year 2000. 

The JPMC expects 
annual Shidiyeh production 
to go up to 3.4 million 
tonnes or rock phosphates 
when the first stage of ex- 
pansion at the mine is com- 
pleted next year. In 1993, 
the mines produced slightly 
less than one million tonnes 
and this year's target is one 
million tonnes. 

Eventually, when the 
second phase of expansion 
is completed, the Shidiyeh 
mines are expected to pro- 
duce seven to eight million 
tonnes annually. 

The rail link will also 
serve the Indo-Jordanian 
Chemical Company which 
is being built in the same 
area. The Shidiyeh mines 
are expected to supply up 
to 700,000 tonnes of rock 
phosphate to foe plant. 

Under present schedules, 
the chemical company is 
• expected to start produc- 
tion shortly after the rail- 
road will be completed. 

All output of the $165 
million chemical plant, esti- 
mated to be around 

200,000 tonnes of phos- 
phoric arid, will be ex- 
ported to India. The com- 
pany is owned 60 per cent 
by an Indian firm and the 


rest by the JPMC and the 
Arab Potash Company 
(APC). 

The rail link cannot serve 
as a link in the chemical 
plant's exports since the 
railroad itself leads to a 
JPMC storage facility 
rather than the port of 
Aqaba. It would need 
another 18 to 20 kilometres 
of railroad to link the stor- 
age facility with the port of 
Aqaba. 

The idea of linking A1 
Shidiyeh loading facilities 
with the railroad, which 
mostly takes phosphates 
from Al. Hasa Mines, has 
been floated for some time; 
also being considered in the 
past years was a conveyor 
belt, but it was abandoned 
when it appeared that it 
would have a limited times- 
pan and would need an 
entire replacement after a 
few years. 

It is not yet known where 
the Aqaba Railway Cor- 
poration (ARC) will come 
up with the financing for 
the project, but the World 
Bank and several other 
foreign organisations have 
reportedly expressed in- 
terest in extending assist- 
ance. 

Details of the Icfcal input 
the project were not im- 
mediately available. 


Ambitious plan against 
takes shaoe on Amman 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — Amman 
Municipality is embarking 
on what Mayor Mamdouh 
Al Abbadi calls an ambi- 
tious plan to protect east- 
ern Amman from the fast 
encroachment of foe de- 
sert. 

The mayor said a 10,000 
dunum area of barren (and 
east of the Ring Road ab- 
out 20 kilometres east of 
Amman will be planted 
with trees within 10 years. 

The area is state land 
which has been leased as 
quarries but wiD soon be 
the property of foe munici- 
pality which wifi have the 
quarries moved, Dr. Abba- 
di said Sunday. 

The municipality has 
already started Al Hussein 
National Park in the area 
on a 12,000 square-metre 
piece of land on which 

120,000 trees were planted. 

“Determination to make 
the area green and a strike 
of hick” ensured the suc- 
cess of the park. Dr. Abba- 
di said. 

When the park was first 
built, the municipality had ' 
to depend on tanks bring- 
ing water from Amman to 
irrigate the plants. Later, 
and against all expecta- 
tions, foe municipality disc- 
overed that foe area is rich 
m underground water when 
it dug a well there. 

The well currently pro- 
duces enough water to irri- 
gate the park and the addi- 
tional area the municipality 
is planning to plant, said 
the mayor. 

He said the Cabinet is 
currently studying a prop- 
osal to create a central re- 
gion authority which will 
coordinate planning of the 
capital ana the govern o- 
rates of Zarqa, Madaba 
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The Queen Zein Al Sharaf Garden near Jabal AJ Qusour 


and Balqa which surround 
it. This, he said, will help 
ensure coordination on 
projects and building reg- 
ulations on border areas. 

Speaking to journalists 
on a tour of Amman one 
year after be took office as 
mayor of the capital. Dr. 
Abbadi promised Amma- 
nites better facilities and 
more work to make the 1.5 
million-people-city a bener 
place to live. 

The mayor said the 
municipality will continue 
its work to maintain the 
streets of the capital and 
solve traffic jams. 

He said more pedestrian 
tunnels at high risk areas 
nearby schools and hospit- 
als are planned in addition 
to the five which have 
already been constructed in 
different areas of the capit- 
al. Dr. Abbadi said studies 
are being conducted to 
build a fork bridge over the 
Dakhliyeh Circle, which 
will help ease the traffic 
jam in the area. 

In addition, he said the 


municipality, whose budget 
for 1994 is JD 69 million, 
will maintain its campaign 
to green the capital, but he 
admitted it is doing very 
little to right the fast 
spreading pollution. 

More “gardens,” like the 
Queen Zein Al Sharaf Gar- 
den near Jabal Al Qusour 
area are planned for diffe- 
rent areas in the capital in 
an effort to bring back the 
greenery of the city. Dr. 
Abbadi said. 

Plans to name streets and 
give numbers to buildings 
will also be completed soon 
and followed by foe pub- 
lication of a map and a 
guide of Amman within a 
year, the mayor said. 

By the beginning of next 
year, tenders will be 
offered to build a complex 
that will house rity hall, a 
national library and exhibi- 
tion halls on an area of 100 
dunums in downtown Am- 
man. 

Seventy to 80 dunums of 
the area will be gardens, 
and the complex, whose 


cost is estimated at JD 16.5 
million, will “be a cultural 
monument in the rity,” Dr. 
Abbadi said. 

The municipality, whose 
“budget is enough to keep 
things going but not 
enough to realise our ambi- 
tions,” is currently housed 
in a rented building down- 
town for a monthly fee of 
JD 90,000, said Dr. Abba- 
di. 

The municipality's main 
revenue comes from fees 
and 20 per cent of the fuel 
tax that the government 
collects. Dr. Abbadi said 
foe capital is entitled to 35 
per cent of the tax, which 
goes to municipalities 
across the Kingdom, but 
the government cut its 
share of foe levy in order to 
support other debt stricken 
municipalities. 

Dr. Abbadi said the 
municipality will continue 
to close Shmeisani area to 
road vehicles every Thurs- 
day night as an activity 
aimed “at malting the resi- 
dents of the city happy.” 



World News 


Guantanamo bulges as Haitians 


are processed for safe haven 


GUANTANAMO NAVAL 
BASE, Cuba (AP) — Three 
weeks ago, this was a sleepy 
training centre with about 
150 tents left empty since the 
last time Haitian asylum- 
seekers came. 

The strain is starting to 
show. 

A pale peach tent city 
stretching the length of a 
former air strip is home to 
those who fled their impover- 
ished homeland. 


city, but U.S. officials hope a 
Latin American or Caribbean 


Td like to stay here the 


nation eventually will agree 
to house the refugees. 


to house the refugees. 

So far, 2,225 asylum -seek- 
ers have gone home. Officials 
say they went voluntarily. 

"They decide to go back 
for a mixture of reasons," 


rest of my life before going 
back to Haiti,” said Nicholas 


said Daisy DeQ, team leader 
for the United Nations High 


Rolls of concertina wire 
and portable toilets line 
either side of the camp, 
which can house 17,500 peo- 
ple. Crews are working to 
increase the camp's capacity 
to 23,000 people. 

Most of those fleeing the 
military regime that ousted 
President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide in 1991 have only 
been at the camp for the 
three weeks it has been in 
operation. 


But the numbers include 
534 people who were granted 
asylum before July 5. when 
the Clinton administration 
changed its policy and began 
denying entry into the United 
States for those who set out 
by boat. The group is waiting 
for sponsors. 

Since then, Haitians re- 
scued at sea are asked if they 
want to be repatriated or stay 
in a "safe haven.” For now, 
the safe haven is simply a 
different section of the tent 


for the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, 
which reviews the case of 
every Haitian who is re- 
turned. 

"Some want to go back 
because they know they can't 
go to the U.S. to get a 
job,” she said. “Or they miss 
their families and they can’t 
communicate with them, or 
because the camp conditions 
are not what they expected 
and we can't leU them where 
they're moving to.” 

Haitians are housed 14 to 
16 per tent. Families are kept 
together. Single men and 
women are separated. 

There are also tents for 
unaccompanied children. 
Some have parents in another 
camp on the island but have 
not been able to locate them. 
Others left Haiti alone. They 
range in age from 6 to 25. 

They eat three times a day: 
Breakfast is beans and rice, 
dinner is beans, rice and 
meat, and lunch is a pack- 
aged military “meal ready to 
eat.” 

For some, that's more than 
they got at home. 


back to Haiti,” said Nicholas 
Diedonnhe, 35, who lived in 
Miami for 12 years before 
returning to Haiti to take 
care of his side mother. 

Meanwhile U.S. Ambassa- 
dor William Swing urged the 
remaining 3,500 Americans 
in Haiti to leave before all 
commercial flights stop at the 
end of the" month, but said a 
U.S. invasion was not immi- 
nent. 


Mr. Swing also said the 
U.S. government would char- 
ter planes or boats to evacu- 
ate Americans if necessary. 

Mr. Swing met Friday with 
representatives of the Amer- 
ican community to outline 
contingency plans if the U.S. 
follows through with a 
threatened invasion to res- 
tore Haiti's democratically 
elected government. 

Mickey McLaney. an 
American hotel and casino 
owner who attended the 
meeting, said Mr. Swing 
advised them to monitor .the 
radio for security warnings. 

Mr. McLaney quoted Mr. 
Swing as urging Americans to 
leave before Air France sus- 
pends commercial flights 
from Haiti after July 31, 
effectively cutting off the 
country from air travel. 
Canadian and American air- 
lines stopped flights last 
month. 


coup. 

Mr. Aristide told his coun- 
trymen late Friday that the 
day of his return is dose at 
hand. 

“I am returning to rein- 
state security for all Haitians 
to live in peace,” Mir. Aris- 
tide said in a pre-recorded 
speech broadcast over Haiti 
by two U.S. military planes. 

The U.S. Navy has dis- 
patched 16 ships carrying ab- 
out 4,700 sailors and the 
Marines off Haiti. They are 
in addition to 15 U.S. Coast 
Guard cutters patrolling for 
refugees escaping on small 
boats. 


3 hostages feared 
dead in Cambodia 


SYDNEY (R) — The Au- 
stralian government said on 
Sunday it feared two Britons 
and an Australian kidnapped 
in Cambodia in April by sus- 
pected Khmer Rouge guerril- 
las were no longer alive. 

“I can confirm reports that 
strong evidence has now 
emerged that Ms. Kellie Wil- 
kinson and her two british 
travelling companions, 
Dominic Chappell and Tina 
pomiay, who were abducted 
in Cambodia three months 
ago, are no longer alive," 
Foreign Minister Gareth 
Evans said in a statement. 

Mr. Evans said Cambodian 
police had recently recovered 
fragmentary human remains 
ana dothing near a guerrilla 


camp in southern Cambodia. 
This had led “Australian 


This had led “Australian 
and British police advisers to 
conclude that there is a high 
likelihood — though not yet 
absolute proof — that the 
three young captives have 
been killed,” he added. 

Britain's Independent 
Television News (TIN) had 


earlier quoted Scotland Yard 
police sources as saying the 
three had been murdered by 
their captors. 

Mr. Chappell, 25, his Au- 
stralian girlfriend, Wilkinson, 
24, and their British friend 
Dominy, 24, managed a 
popular restaurant in Siha- 
noukville. 

Cambodian authorities 
have said they feared the 
three were dead and relatives 
say they had been told to 
prepare for the worst. 

In London, a Foreign 
Office spokesman said Sunday 
there was “substantial dr- 
e um stantial evidence to sug- 
gest the hostages may haws 
been murdered.” 

Gunmen seized the three 
on the main road between 
Phnom Penh and the south- 
ern port of Sihanoukville 
April 11. 

Their taxi was held up at an 
illegal roadblock about 130 
kilometres south of the capit- 
al and the trio were ordered 
out of the car and inarched 
off into the surrounding hills. 


at Europarliament 


Grassroots turns up the 
volume on health care 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Backers of sweeping health 


care reform hope that a surge 
of grassroots enthusiasm ami 


of grassroots enthusiasm will 
help their cause as Americans 
start paying more attention to 
the looming congressional 
debate. 

“I think you'll see a much 
more encaged electorate,” 
South Dakota Senator Tho- 
mas Daschle predicted. 

But foes of President Bill 
Ginton's health care agenda, 
who have organised around 
the issue for months, arc also 
like to turn up the volume. 

“We’ve been engaged for 
the last six months, said Jim 
Weidman of the National 
Federation of Independent 
Businesses, whose small busi- 
ness members have been 
effective adversaries to Presi- 
dent Clinton's health reform 
agenda. 

Some lawmakers who back 


scrambling to try to have the 
bills contain as much of their 
own wish lists as possible. 

Conservative Republicans 
want far less ambitious re- 
forms, aud Democratic lead- 
ers are not counting on their 
votes. 

Tbc big fights will come on 
whether to include some 
form of an employer mandate 
— a requirement that 
businesses pay to insure their 
workers — and whether to 
impose some type of cost 
controls or taxes cm insurance 
to rein in costs. 

Advocates of mandates, 
which they call “shared re- 
sponsibility." hope the public 
will agree that the require- 
ments are only way to 
achieve true universal 


BRUSSELS (R) — Jacques 
Santer faces his first big test 
this week when be goes be- 
fore the European Parlia- 
ment to seek approval of his 
much-criticised appointment 
as European Commission 
president. 

The Luxembourg prime 
minister will address the 
assembly in the French city of 
Strasbourg Thursday against 
a backdrop of sea tiring press 
reviews that have dogged him 
since he was first mooted for 
the top European Union 
post. 

It will be Mr. Santeris first 
opportunity to lay out his 
views on Europe to a large 
audience and to dispel the 
widespread view that he wfll 
be a lacklustre spokesman for 
the soon-to-be enlarged bloc. 

Adding an edge to the 
event, parliament plans to 
vote on the appointment fol- 
lowing die speech. 

It is not legally binding and 
Mr. Santer is expected to be 
approved. But in the event he 
were rejected the appoint- 
ment would in practice be 
dead. 

Mr. Santer was named Fri- 
day to replace Jacques De- 
lon, who is leaving die com- 
mission in January after three 
terms and 10 yean in the job. 

A compromise candidate 
chosen after better-known 
names had either dropped 
out or been rejected, Mr. 
Santer has been pilloried in 
Europe's press as a weak 
replacement for the visionary 
philosopher Delon. 

Despite yean of experi- 
ence in European attain — 


and 10 yean as a prime minis- 
ter — Mr. Santer has been 
dubbed in various newspap- 
ers as colourless, uninspiring 
and insignificant. 

One new s p a pe r likened his 
political profile to a flat line 
on a brain scan. 

The parliament, however, 
is expetfed to approve Mr. 
Santd's appointment, 
although it may be a half- 
hearted endorsement. 


To reject the choice of the 
12 member states would be to 
throw the union into a debili- 
tating institutional crisis be- 
tween g overnments and die 
parliament. Few on either 
side would relish that. 

Leaders of the assembly’s 
political groups met German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl be- 
fore the appointment was 
made Friday and gave no 
indication they would mount 
a challenge to Mr. Santer. 


WiHried Martens, bead of 
the parliament's mainly 
Christian Democrat Euro- 
pean People's Party, said he 
was “confident” Mr. Santer, 
a fellow Christian Democrat, 
would be a good president. 

The Socialist group, tbc 
parliament's largest, was Iss 
positive, but considered like- 
ly to go along with the 
appointment. 

Mr. Santer's appearance 
before the parliament — 
meeting for the first time 
since June's elections — is 


tied to new powers given to 
die assembly, the ElTs only 


tiie assembly, the ElTs only 
directly elected body, by the 
Maastricht Treaty on Euro- 
pean Union. 
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Mr. McLaney, who has 
lived in Haiti for 25 years, said 


AfTSR 
Impact site 

enlarged end enrioocetf 


he doubted many Americans 
who stayed in Haiti despite 
trade, air and financial sanc- 
tions, would leave now, 

“Swing advised ns to leave, 
but he said, ‘I know, prob- 
ably none of yon are leav- 
ing,”’ Mr. McLaney told the 
Associated Press. 

“Swing said be didn’t feel a 
panic situation yet, and made 
it perfectly dear he can’t tell 

us to leave. He can advise us 
but be can't order.” 

About 6,500 Americans 
have left since the sanctions 
were imposed to pressure 
Haiti’s military-backed gov- 
ernment to resign, and allow 
President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide to return from exile 
in the United States. Mr. 
Aristide was ousted in a 1991 



Hubble Space Telescope 


Wide Field Plnnetarv Cnmern 7 


Image of Jupiter’s doudtops after the impact Field Camera 2 of the Hubble Space Telescope 
of the first fragment (A) of Comet Shoemaker- was used to make the image after the impact 
Levy 9 on July 16. A violet filter of the Wide (AFP photo) 


Fragment A of comet makes 
Earth-sized impact on Jupiter 


BALTIMORE, Md (R) — A 
fragment of the doomed com- 
et Shoemaker-Levy 9 made 
an earth-sized mark on Jupi- 
ter, whetting astronomic 
-appetites for 20 more mini- 
comets expected to collide 
with the great planet this 
week. 

Fragment A, thought to be 
one of the smallest of the 21 
pieces of the comet, slammed 
into Jupiter’s surface around 
4:18 p.m. EDT Saturday 
(2018 GMT) in the begin- 
nings of what astronomers 
are calling a once-in-a-mille- 
nium occurance. 

Speeding toward Jupiter at 
138,000 nmes an hour, the 
fragment caused an explosion 
on impact that rose about 600 
miles (1,000 km) above the 

£ let’s surface and was seen 
telescopes in Spain and 
le and confirmed by the 
first images from die orbiting 
Hubble space telescope, 
which were shown at the 
Space Telescope Science In- 
stitute in Baltimore. 

The black-and-white pic- 
ture showed the explosion as 
a light-coloured dot near the 
edge of the visible disc of 
Jupiter and a mysterious 
black spot at the point of 
explosion. 

A later enhanced version 
of the image showed an oval 
“bird’s eye” with a dark 
splotch at the centre where 


the comet fragment hit and a 
smudgy rim outside it the 
area of the image was about 
the size of Earth bat seemed 
small on Jupiter's gigantic 
surface. 

The impact, which wiD not 
affect life on Earth, fulfilled 
the hopes of the comet's 
American discoverers. 
Eugene and Carolyn 
Shoemaker and David Levy. 

The three celebrated with 
champagne at a news confer- 
ence at tiie institute as the 
first rough Hubble image was 
released. 

“I’m absolutely thrilled to 
pieces,” Mr. Levy said. “It's 
such a rare night when nature 
calls you on the phone and 
says, Tm going to drop 20 
comets on Jupiter at 138,000 
miles (220,000 km) an hour 
all I want you to do is 
watch’... We are watching 
with everything we’ve got 
tonight, and nature winked at 
us.” 

Hubble’s pictures are signi- 
ficant because, unlike 
ground-based telescopes, its 
images are not impeded by 
Earth's atmosphere. The best 
pictures of the actual impact 
— not just the crash site — 
are likely to come months 
from now when the satellite 
GalHeo sends pictures back 
to Earth. 

Hie crash of fragment A is 
the first in a “string of pearls” 


Jupiter's doud tops. 

Computer models shown at 
the news conference show the 
developing explosion spiking 
hi gh above the planet, then 
cooling and spreading out to 
more than 1,200 miles (2,000 
km) across. 

Astronomers see the crash 
of Shoemaker--Levy as a 
prime opportunity to see 
what effects such strong im- 
pacts have on a planet and to 
apply this to Earth. 

One mini-comet, fragment 
G, is projected to be about 25 
times the brightness or size of 
the chunk that hit Jupiter 
Saturday. 


Russia blamed for Romanian revolution 


BUCHAREST (R) — 
Romania’s intelligence agen- 
cy, in a report exonerating 
the hated Securitate secret 
police, has blamed the blood- 
shed of the country’s 1989 
revolution on chaotic army 
action and interference ■ by 
Russian spies and saboteurs. 

The report by the Roma- 
nian Intelligence Service 
(RIS), the agency which suc- 
ceeded executed Stalinist dic- 
tator Nicolae Ce a use sen's 
Securitate, was released to 
media this week.eek. 

The document did not 
underrate popular discontent 
as a spark of the uprising that 


led to Ceausescu’s fall and 
summary execution by firing 
squad in late December 1989, 
the climax of an upheaval 
which left more than 1,000 
people dead and made it 
Eastern Europe’s bloodiest 
anti-Communist revolution. 

But diplomatic nods and 
winks between the United 
States and Moscow, secret 
summit agreements between 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev and U.S. Pres dent 
George Bush, plus a flurry of 
spying and sabotage in 
Romania, manipulated the 
event, it said. 

“That the hot end of De- 


cember that ended the Com- 
munist regime belongs to the 
Romanian people is beyond 
doubt, but there were also 
some actions which involved 
foreign interests and this can 
be proven,” the report said. 

“Existing information 
leads to tiie conclusion that 
the Soviet Secret Service — 
intelligence and diversionist 
teams — was connected to all 
the events and phases,” it 
said. 

It also blamed badly coor- 
dinated action by the Balkan 
country’s army, which it said 
had led to crossfire killings in 
at least 10 incidents. 


25th moon walk anniversary sparks fetes, contests 


the president’s approach pri- 
vately admit they worry ab- 
out whether a critical mass of 
Americans wll rouse them- 
selves from their summer 
holidays to become passion- 
ate health care activists. 

Recognising that the next 
two weeks are critical, labour 


coverage. 

They want the public to 
communicate that support to 
lawmakers faring pressure 
from businesses which 
oppose the requirement. 


ised. We nave to mobilise. 


We have to stand up for the 
millions of Americans who 


unions, consumer groups, 
and advocacy coalitions are 
planning a host of ads and 
activities, ranging from local 
telephone networks to cross- 
country bus tours, aimed at 
educating, and energising, 
people. 

President Ginton and first 
lady Hillary Rodham Cliton. 
as well us cabinet members, 
plan to keep health reform at 
the forefront. 

The debate has been going 
an for months in committees 
and ca u causes. But the ton- 


need coverage." Senator 
Paul Simon, an Illinios 
Democrat, told a group of 
activists from labour unions, 
community groups, aud 
health organisations repre- 
senting women and the aged. 

Despite the confusion ab- 
out premium caps, mandates, 
community rating, alliances, 
and other health care jargon 
people back home under- 
stand the basics, activists say. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
25th anniversary of the first 
human footsteps on the moon 
has prompted conferences, 
commemorative stamps, con- 
tests — and one downbeat 
seminar. 

The National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration 
(NASA) is helping to sponsor 
only one event, a two-day 
conference on Monday and 
Tuesday in cooperation with 
the National Geographic 
Society and the University of 
Maryland. 

The conference will discuss 
the value of human and robo- 
tic space exploration and its 
social rationale in the post- 
cold war world. 

On Tuesday . the finalists in 
a national space settlement 


the Planetary Society hold a 
“pioneering the space fron- 
tier” dinner. The space society 
will also host a breakfast for 
Congress. 

But on the same day, the 
Cato Institute think tank is 
holding a seminar critical of 
the U.S. space programme, 
entitled, “is NASA the 
greatest obstacle to space en- 
terprise?” 

The Planetary Society is 
bolding a “star party” Thurs- 
day at the U.S. Naval 
Observatory and a Friday 
public lecture on the crash of 
comet Shoemaker-Levy 9 


into Jupiter. Carl Sagan and 
comet discoverers Carolyn 


design competition compete 
to see which of four teams 
can design the best human 
space habitat at George 
Washington University. 

The National Air and 
Space Museum holds a giant 


“People back home under- 
stand the difference between 


comet discoverers Carolyn 
aud Eugene Shoemaker aud 
David Levy are featured. 

On Sunday July 24, the 
National Space Society is the 
organiser of a 5-kilometre 


(3.1-mile) “race for space" in 
Washington. 


much-delayed and rede- 
signed space station, which 
was once thought to be an 
essential step m any U.S. 
return to the moon. 

The main reason is cost. 
“The fiscal priorities are such 
that it's dear that we are not 
going to make large financial 
investments in returning to 
the moon anytime soon, ex- 
plained Carl Pilcher, chief of 
NASA's mission from Planet 
Earth Study office, where 
such missions are considered. 

Even when Americans go 
back to the moon, they are 
unlikely to go alone, Mr. 
Pilcher said m a telephone 
interview. 

Unlike the Apollo 11 mis- 
sion that brought the first 
U.S. astronauts to the moon 
on July 33, 1969, it is far 
more likely that any 21st cen- 


migbt be a tentative target 
dare. 

Mr. Pilcher said that 
sounded reasonable: “(With) 
a programme developing on 
that kind of timeline, where 
we start very gradually... the 
moon is a veiy plausible next 


objective. 

This is a far cry from the 
muscular rhetoric of the 
1960s. when the race to the 
moon was fuelled in part by 
cold war fear that the Soviet 
Union would get there first. 

President John F. Kennedy 
told Congress in 1961 that 
landing a man on the moon 
by the end of that decade 
“may hold the key to our 
future on Earth.” 

He said: “For while we 
cannot guarantee that we 
shall one day be first, we can 
guarantee that any failure to 
make this effort will make us 
last.” 

By 1989, times had 
changed as the Soviet Bloc 
showed signs of crumbling. 
On the 2tfth anniversary of 
the first moon landing! an 
upbeat president George 
Bush pledged to build a 
permanent U.S. moon base 
and go on to Mars in the 21st 
century. 

“Onr goal is nothing less 
than to establish the United 
States as the pre-eminent 


guage is obscure, and even 
lawmakers acknowledge that 


lawmakers acknowledge that 
many people have not closely 
followed the twists and 
nuances. 

Democratic Party leaders 
in the House and Senate are 
working on final bills that 
they will send to the two 
chambers for debate in the 
next few weeks. The moder- 
ate and liberal factions are 


real health reform and the 
kind of half-baked cynical 
measures we've also seen 
bubble up,” said Gail Dratch 
Of the Campaign for Health 
Security. 

■ But to foes, it is the man- 
dates that are half-baked. 
They believe they will kill 
jobs and hurt business, and 
various business and trade 
groups ate stepping up their 
own campaigns to remind 
members of Congress of their 
strongly-held views. 


evening reception Tuesday 
and plans to keep the 


and plans to keep the 
museum open tote Wednes- 
day, with a hands-on demon- 
stration of NASA education- 
al technology. ■ 

The U.S"! Postal Service 
will issue two commemora- 
tive stamps at 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, the anniversary 
of the July 20, 1969 moon 
walk by astronauts Neil Arm- 
strong and Edwin “Buzz” 
Aldrin. 

Also on Wednesday, the 
National Space Society and 


Washington. 

Also on July 24, there will 
be an international space 
week celebration on the mall, 
including a space rap contest 
for children, displays of 
planetary rovers and a “des- 
tiny in space” exhibit. 

As Americans look back 
with nostalgia at the first 
moon shot 25 years ago, sci- 
entists are looking forward to 
the next possible time hu- 
mans might walk on the 
moon. 

The consensus: Not for 
another 25 years. At least. 

“It’s not on the radar 
screen,” said Mark Hess, a 
spokesman for NASA's 


tury moon walk will be a 
global venture involvine 


f obal venture involving 
u rope an and Japanese par- 
ticipation. 

fit fact, NASA was one 
sponsor of an international 
meeting in Switzerland last 
month on the possibility of 
future space exploration. 
Both the Japanese and 


European space agencies put 
forth long-term, four-phase 


plans, featuring comparative- 
ly low start-up costs and work 


Jy low start-up costs and work 
with robots on the moon be- 
fore any thought of sending a 
human crew there. 

The European plan did not 
set any date for a human 
lunar mission. The Japanese 
theorised that the year 2020 


space-faring nation.” Mr. 
Bush said. 


Bush said. 

President Bill Clinton. who 
won the White House by 
focusing on domestic policy 
and the economy, has been 


largely mute on the subject of 
space exploration. Vice Pres- 
ident A] Gore has given some 
inspiring talks, but there has 
been no specific commitment 
to a return to the moon by 
Americans. 

Even if there were, there is 
no existing vehicle — certain- 
ly not the ageing space shut- 
tie — that could make the 
trip. Shuttles do not have the 
necessary propulsion to get 
up into low-earth orbit and 
then push off toward the 
moon. 

The only vehicle that might 

help get to the moon is the 
Energia V. designed in the 
former Soviet Union, which 
is capable of lifting five times 
theweigbt of a U.S. shuttle. 

This would be helpful if 
Mr. Bush’s goal for a perma- 
nent moon base is reacti- 
vated. 

For now, NASA is content 
to focus oiumstaffed probes, 
which are cheaper than hu- 
man space flights and pro- 
duce eye-popping visual im- 
ages that no Earth-bound 
observers can capture. 

In fact, on the 25th 
anniversary of the moon 
walk, the real news for astro- 
nomers was coming from a 
former NASA laughingstock: 
The Hubble space telescope. 

The Hubble, with no nu- 
mans aboard, was taking pic- 
tures of Jupiter, just mo- 
ments after the largest of the 
fragments of comet Shoemak- 
er-Levy 9 smashed into the 
planet s surface. 


Court throws out 
case due to radio 
comment 


DARES SALAAM, Taare 
nia (AP) — A court otim? 
state interference threw 6 




of 21 mini-comets that 
formed when the comet 
broke up when it came dose 
to Jupiter in 1992. 

Eugene Shoemaker said 
before the picture was shown 
that early Indications from 
the Cater Alto Observatory 
in Granada, Spain, and the 
Nordic Optical Telescope at 
La Sill a, Chile, had suggested 
that die discoverers were on 
the right track. 

These two ground-based 
telescopes saw a visible 
plume from the impact of 
fragment A, he said, noting 
that any sighting of a blast on 
Jupiter would confirm 
theories that the comet frag- 
ment would crash with great 
force into tiie planet, sending 
a fireball up and out over 


charged with possessing 
tonnes of marijuana. High 
Cburt Judge Josephat Mack- 
anja said the trial was pre- 
judiced by a commentary on 
state-controlled Radio Tan- 
zania on May 24 that said the 
court was wrong in acquitting 

a suspect on a similar case/*! 

am satisfied that the interfer- 
ence in the trial by tbeexecn- 
frve arm of the government 
through their (radio) com- 
reentry has rendered the trial 
of the accused persons un- 
fair,” Judge Mackanja said. 
-Despite the court rufing, the 
suspects were immediately 
arrested under a law that 
permits detention without 
trial of individuals the state 
considers a threat to public 
security. International law 
enforcement agents, includ- 
ing the U.S. Drug Enforce- 
ment Administration , consid- 
er Dar Es Salaam one of 
Africa’s main transit points 
for drugs manufactured in 
India and Pakistan destined 
to Europe and North Amer- 
ica. Menboob Akbery, 39, a 
Tanzanian, Francisco Yosa= 
kano, 54, who was describe? 
in court as being Pakistani , 
and Fitoh Ndekflo Ulonri, a 
former Tanzanian customs 
officer, were charged with 
having 5.3 tonnes of mari- 
juna. The prosecution said 
the haul was worth 8 billion 
shilling s in the local currency, 
about $15 million. Judge 
Mackanja said that due to the 
commentary, the people 
were likely to believe die 
“court and the suspects bad 
struck a deal.” If they were 
convicted, it would appear 
the court acted on govern- 
ment orders. 

French couple 
thrown out of 
China 



MONTPELLIER, France 
(AFP) — A French couple 
were given only horns to pack 
and leave after being ordered 
out of china for failing to pay 
study fees and for receiving 
foreign visitors, the Foreign 
Ministry said Saturday. The 
couple, studying in Chengdu, 
in the central province of 
Sichuan, were thrown out on 
July 8 along with their two- 
year-old son. A ministry 
source gave no further details 
of their alleged offences. T^| 
source said they were ©veil 
only a few hours to pack their 
bags before being driven 
under escort to the airport, 
where they were put on a 
plane to Hong Kong. The 
couple were named as Yamin 
Boudemagh, 30„ Valentine 
Peyrot, 28, and their son 
Shamsedme. They were ori- 
ginally from Montpellier, 
southern France. They were 
currently in a hotel in Hong 
Kong, where they contacted 
the French consul tate-gener- 
al to report the incident, the 
ministry source said. 

Costa Rica to 
host Transvestite 
Miss World 
contest 


PANAMA CITY (AFP) - 
After Panama's president 
nixed the show, Costa Rica 
has agreed tohost an interna- 
tional transvestite beauty 
pageant, an organiser said 
Saturday. “Costa Rica is 
something of a small town, 
but the people are more cul- 
tured and have overcome all 
taboos,'’ said the hairdresser 
Arman do ux, who as “Miss 
Colombia” has eight interna- 
tional pageants under his/her 
belt. President Guillermo 
Endara emerged as one of a 
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chorus of voices in Panama- 
outraged hv the nlamte*? 


outraged by the plantfe*/ 
Transvestite Miss World In- 
ternationa] contest. He 
threatened to fire the director 
of the National Institute d 
Culture for renting out the 
National Theatre for the 
event. Then the local Roman 
Catholic Church weighed to* 

High court: 
ail pigeons 
are equaf 


HONG KONG (AP) — It’s 
official: All pigeons were cre- 
ated equal. That’s tire upshot 
of a ruling by High Court 
Justice Raymond Sears after 
the Hong Kong Raring Pi- 
geon Association had argued 
that racing pigeons should be 
regarded as pets and not as 
poultry. The association was 
contesting a government ann- 
pollution law that bars indi- 
viduals from keeping more 
than 20 pigeons in urban 
areas. The association said its 
members have to keep more 
than 2Q pigeons because . 
many are lost on long races T 
and that their birds were 
raised for racing, not eating- 
But Justice Sears ruled that 
racing pieons could be eaten 
like other pigeons. ' 
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Rwandan rebels to press on with advance 
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KIGALI (Agencies) — 
Rwandan rebels will press on 
wftfi their advance against 
disintegrating forces of the 
onmblmg government until a 
new government for the war- 
ravaged country is formed, a 
spokesman said Sunday. 

The announcement shat- 
tered hopes of an early cease- 
fire, which would have 
helped to stem the huge flow 
of panic-stricken Rwandan 
refugees fleeing into neigh- 
bouring Zaire to escape the 
RPF advance. 

“We will march on until a 
government is sitting (in the 
Rwandan parliament)," the 
spokesman for the Rwanda 
patriotic Front (RPF) told 
Reuters. 

Earlier the RPF and the 
new prime minister- 
designate, Faustin Twagjr- 
amimgu, had said a new gov- 
ernment would be named by 
Tuesday. 

In Kigali Sunday, RPF 
troops were busy cleaning the 
shattered parliament build- 
ings, badly damaged in ear- 
lier fighting. The officer in 
charge said they were prepar- 
ing the building for use Mon- 
day. 

a On Friday the RPF miiit- 
■ftry chief, Major-General 
Paul Kagame, told U.N. spe- 
cial representative Shahryar 
Khan that he was ready to 
call a ceasefire “within 
hours” and halt his advance 
five kilometres (three miles) 
.short of the northwestern 
. border town of Gisenyi, last 
‘refuge of the former govern- 
ment. 

. But panicking refugees on 


the border with Zaire, strug- 
gling with bundles of clo- 
thing, mats and cooking pots, 
said Sunday they had seen 
RPF rebels in Gisenyi. 

Government soldiers de- 
nied this, saying the rebels 
were still 12 to 20 kilometres 
away. Soldiers said ministers 
of the Hutu government had 
fled south to the area of 
Cyangugu, inside the protec- 
tion zone established for civi- 
lians under France's Opera- 
tion Turquoise mercy mis- 
sion. 

The pre-RPF Rwanda re- 
ported Saturday that the RPF 
had reached Gisenyi. Mr. 
Khan then told reporters that 
there had obviously been de- 
lays in implementing the ex- 
pected ceasefire. 

The RPF advanced Sunday 
on Gisenyi but did not yet 
have it under their control, 
an official of the ousted 
Rwandan interim govern- 
ment said. 

Mortar fire from hills 
around Gisenyi, just over the 
border with Zaire, grew load- 
er as the morning passed. 

The Rwandan Patriotic 
Front “continued to shell" 
the government forces camp 
at Mukamura, about 20 
kilometres from Gisenyi, 
throughout Saturday night, 
forcing the government 
troops “to retreat" to a camp 
at Bigogwe, Aloys Ngendahi- 
mana, director general of the 
Rwandan Intenor Ministry, 
told AFP. 

But he could not say if the 
rebels has actually overrun 
Mukamura camp. 

He described the fighting 


as “violent in as much as the 
government soldiers no lon- 
ger have enough ammuni- 
tion.” 

He said Gisenyi could fall 
within the next 48 hours if the 
RPF offensive “did not 
stop." 

Meanwhile fourteen air- 
craft packed with supplies 
were to land in Goma, Zaire, 
Sunday as aid groups present 
ahead with an emergency air- 
lift for waves of Rwandan 
refugees crammed into this 
Zairean border town, U.N. 
officials said. 

The Goma airlift was due 
to get under way Saturday 
but only one plane, from a 
church aid group, was able to 
land at the town's airport 
before Sunday, U.N. officials 
here said. 

Overstretched relief, orga- 
nisations, struggling with cri- 
tical water shortages, have 
warned of an impending 
humanitarian catastrophe 
and appealed urgently for 
help from the international 
community. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
si oner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said at least 

600.000 Rwandan refugees — 
almost 10 per cent of the 
country's estimated current 
population — had arrived in 
Goma between Thursday and 
late Saturday. The figure 
marked an increase of 

100.000 on previous esti- 
mates. 

A spokesman for Medecins 
Sans Frontier es (MSF: Doc- 
tors Without Borders), said 
the medical charity had been 
made responsible for water 


supplies in makeshift camps. 

Samantha Bolton said the 
organisation could ferry 
around 160,000 litres a day 
into the camps — compared 
with the 2.5 milli on litres aid 
workers estimate as the mini- 
mum daily requirement for 
500,000 refugees. 

The UNHCR, meanwhile, 
has expressed concern over 
the thousands of former 
troops from the Hutu- 
dominated government 
army, many of whom are still 
armed, among the refugees 
Sodding into the town. 

Up to a million Rwandans 
are expected eventually to 
cross the border into Zaire, 
mostly Hotus fearing revenge 
by the Tutsi-led Rwandan 
Patriotic Front (RPF) for ear- 
lier massacres. 

Ten of the aircraft due 
Sunday were chartered by the 
World Food Programme 
(WFP), the UNHCR said, 
with two planes carrying 40 
tonnes of food each and the 
other eight bringing in non- 
food aid. 

The military planes we ire 
coming from Kampala, 
Nairobi, Djibouti and Beirut. 

Aid convoys were also ex- 
pected to arrive from Buka- 
vu, the southern Zairean 
town which has been one of 
the bases of France's military 
intervention in the central 
African country. 

In Bonn Sunday, the Ger- 
man Defence Ministry 
announced its participation in 
the airlift, saying a Boeing 
707 packed with food and 
other supplies would leave 
Cologne Airport Monday en 


route for Goma. 

The UNHCR said a further 
300,000 refugees were just 
across the border in Gisenyi. 
ready to flee to Zaire if the 
town falls to the RPF. 

Propaganda by the ousted 
interim Hutu-led government 
has whipped up fear of the 
RPF among the mainly Hutu 
population left in Rwanda. 

Other aid organisations say 
at least 800,000 refugees have 
singed over the Rwandan- 
Zairean border in the last few 
days, with more than a mil- 
lion in the region. 

The UNHCR and strained 
Goma authorities have pro- 
vided three sites for the re- 
fugees. 

One, at Katale, 58 
kilometres (35 miles) north of 
Goma, can provide space for 

300.000 people. Work was to 
start Sunday on the site which 
“has sources of drinking wa- 
ter," officials said. 

The second is at Kfiramba, 
25 kilometres (15 miles) 
north of Goma , where 

200.000 people have already 
set up home. 

The third at Munugi, five 
kilometres (three miles), out- 
side Kibumba has around 

30.000 refugees. 

A fourth is planned at 
Sake, 25 kilometres (15 
miles) west of Goma. 

* Meanwhile the Lutheran 
World Federation (LWF) 
said in Nairobi late Saturday 
it had launched an airlift op- 
eration, and that its first Her- 
cules C-130 flight arrived in 
Goma Saturday afternoon 
carrying 14 tonnes of food. 
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Aerial view of Rwandan refugees' vehicles jammed on the road in Zaire after they Oed the 
dvil war in their country (AFP photo) 


Bosnian Serb ‘no’ likely for peace plan 


‘ft couple 
n out of 


•l-f-UER. =- 
' tar 
•»: ->n!v hour- 1 . 

* .iTUt hfiac-r 
in;i fur tilt® 

■■ .>nJ f>T it 
iMMP.. rfic F : 
•.♦id Saiunfr. - 

f w h me m Ce 

■■-pinl pwn 
t'nj: wish the 

vll \ E 

» t- tn* lunbera 
Pcp.\i nflrnjM 
i.i thei war; 
•, li.mMi’pji. 
i.'fi- Km; r 

i.' the s 
c! '.-.re jv ‘ 
Hi ’lit XiKE 

iiimdil 

■eh K».. Mr 
>. its 
IK n»e» 

.,•«! M«» 

1'l.ITkt IV 1 

i:: i Mrl it' 


Rica to 

ranswsH 

Vcfk* 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Serbs were Sunday expected 
to vote “no” to the latest 
international peace plan, de- 
fying the most concerted in- 
ternational pressure so far for 
an end to Bosnia's 27-month- 
o!d war. 

| The self-styled Bosnian 
45erb Assembly meets in Pale 
Monday to debate the plan, 
.which would divide the for- 
•mer Yugoslav republic 
•roughly in half between the 
-Serbs and the Muslim -Croat 
..federation. 

: . The •Muslim-Groat joint 
parliament also meets Mon-, 
day in nearby Sarajevo to 
consider the same question, a 
day before the deadline set 
oby the big powers' “contact 
fjgroup” for the Bosnian rivals 
to come up with a definitive 
response. 

“We intend to accept the 
peace plan although it is not 
good for us,” Bosnian Prime 
Minister Haris Silajdzic said 
Saturday. 

The major powers have 
warned the Bosnian Serbs 
that they face more isolation 
and more war if they reject 
die plan. 


The presidents of Turkey, 
Croatia and Bosnia, meeting 
in Croatia Sunday, urged 
world powers to get tough 
with the Bosnian Serbs if they 
block the latest peace plan. 

The United Nations Sun- 
day reported an increase in 
the number of ceasefire viola- 
tions around Sarajevo, 
together with fighting be- 
tween Serbs and Muslims on 
the battlefronts of north- 
central Bosnia and the north- 
western Bihac enclave. 

. While Muslims and Croats 
have given reluctant approval 
to the peace proposal, which 
is backed by the United 
States, Russia, the European 
Union and the United Na- 
tions, Serb voices were being 
raised against it. 

“They want to wrest some 
20 towns from us, as well as 
major thoroughfares, econo- 
mic resources, river valleys, 
but the people are opposed to 
this ana they will probably 
say no,” said Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic. 

"After all tire calculations 
by the world community, we 
might face a war even 
bloodier and more difficult 


til an any war before it," he 
was quoted as saying Satur- 
day by the Yugoslav News 
Agency, Tanjug. 

Momcilo Krajisnik, the 
speaker of the Bosnian Serb 
Assembly, added: “The con- 
tact group's plan is certainly 
not good for us. It may also 
not be good for the other 
sides, but it was made pri- 
marily to satisfy the Muslims 
and the Croats, while not 
much heed was paid to the 
interests of the Serb side, as 
was the case on previous 
occasions.” 

Bosnian Serb Deputy 
Prime Minister Vitomir 
Popovic was even more un- 
compromising. 

"The latest proposal by the 
contact group for a territorial 
division ' and constitutional 
organisation of former 
Bosnia-Herzegovina is totally 
unacceptable for the Serb 
people and should be re- 
jected in full,” he told Bos- 
nian Serb News Agency 
(SRNA). 

Bosnian Serb Assembly 
deputies found it unaccept- 
able that the Serbs should be 
forced to band over nearly 


one third of the land they 
now bold after more than two 
years of fighting. 

“We will not hand over a 
single inch of .land easily, 
because we are on our own 
land," MDos Lero, a deputy 
from tire southeastern town 
of Bileca, was quoted as 
saying by Belgrade’s Vecem- 
je Novosti newspaper. 

In the event of a rejection 
of the plan, the international 
community has threatened to 
increase pressure on teh 
Serbs by tightening economic 
sanctions and ultimately bow- 
ing to ‘the U.S. desire to lift 
the arms embargo on the 
Muslims. 

Fearing a possible rejec- 
tion of the peace proposal. 
United Nations and NATO 
commanders met in Zagreb 
Saturday to assess their op- 
tions if the war goes on. 

A senior U.N. official in 
Sarajevo said Sunday that 
military planners had agreed 
that thousands of battle- 
ready troops would be 
needed in Bosnia if the peace 
plan is ever to be im- 
plemented. 


Gorman presidency turns EU’s focus to E. Europe 
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BRUSSELS (R) — Euro- 
pean Union foreign ministers 
Monday will debate plans to 
accelerate the grooming of 
Eastern European countries 
for EU membership, a top 
priority of the bloc’s new 
German presidency. 

They will also seek ways to 
assure the 12-nation union's 
Mediterranean neighbours 
that they will not be forgotten 
in any future expansion. 

The session, the first under 
the chairmanship of German 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kink- 
el, will discuss a European 
Commission report urging 
East European countries to 
reform their legal systems 
and forge closer political con- 


tacts with the EU. 

The report from the admi- 
nistrative commission, which 
proposes and enforces policy, 
is intended to reassure East 
European countries as they 
struggle with austerity and 
put m place new market eco- 
nomies. 

The EU pledged in June 
last year that East European 
countries having association 
agreements with Brussels 
would be admitted as union 
members once their econo- 
mic and political reforms had 
gone far enough to equip 
them for this role. 

Diplomats said Monday’s 
debate could expose differ- 
ences among member states 


on the pace of integration of 
relations with the EU’s for- 
mer Communist neighbours, 
partly reflecting sensitivities 
of vulnerable EU sectors 
such as agriculture. 

Southern EU states believe 
the commission's goal of 
creating a Europe-wide mar- 
ket of 450 million people 
must be matched by initia- 
tives to help Mediterranean 
basin states facing poverty, 
high population growth and 
the risk of Islamic fun- 
damentalism. 

Development Commis- 
sioner Manuel Marin will re- 
port to ministers on the state 
of negotiations for new EU 
agreements with Israel, 


Morocco and Tunisia. 
Morocco is taking a hard line 
and wants better access to the 
EU for its farm products. 

At a ceremony underlining 
the focus on East Europe, the 
EU will sign free trade agree- 
ments with the Baltic states 
— Lithuania, Estonia and 
Latvia — an important step 
on the way to association 
accords. 

Albania may get part of a 
planned 35 million ECU ($43 
million) loan which Greece 
has blocked over alleged 
violations in the Balkan state 
of ethnic Greeks’ rights. 
Ministers may free less than 
half the money pending a 
human rights review. 


a*** 




* Major ponders reshuffle 

* P-^LONDON (R) — British 
-ministers hovered nervously 


to spike Blair’s guns 
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by their telephones Sunday as 
Prime Minister John Major 
prepared a cabinet reshuffle 
•designed to spike the guns of 
■Tony Blair, the opposition 
Labour Party's beir apparent. 
• Mr. Blair, a young, tele- 
genic barrister, is all but cer- 
tain to be appointed Labour 
Party leader Thursday. Mr. 
Major wants to face this very 
potent threat with a new 
team he hopes will ensure the 
Conservatives their fifth suc- 
cessive election win. By de- 
moting several underper- 
forming senior ministers and 
giving his junior line-up a 
vigorous shake, Mr. Major 
also hopes to revive the 
popularity of his Conserva- 
tive Party which remains 
stuck 15 points behind 
Labour in opinion polls. 

. Just who will get which job 
in the reshuffle, which could 
he announced as early as 
Monday, remains a secret de- 
... t spite feverish speculation 
among politicians and jour- 
W' • nalists. 

Will a prime minister not 
known for his bravery de- 
mote Treasury Minister 
Michael Portillo, the young 
standard-bearer of the party’s 
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troublesome right-wing? Or 
will be try to “buy” the right- 
wingers’ support by promot- 
ing Mr. Portillo and his aco- 
lytes? 

Mr. Major has taken few 
colleagues into his confidence 
and the first hint most minis- 
ters receive will come in a 
telephone call from the prime 
minister, probably Sunday. 

A spokeswomen for the 
prime minister said he would 
be spending the day at his 
home in Huntingdon, eastern 
England, but hinted Mr. Ma- 
jor may visit a summer party 
given by best-selling author 
and Conservative supporter, 
Lord Archer. 

Lord Archer is one of the 
most important pieces in the 
reshuffle jigsaw. Until 10 
days ago be was firmly tipped 
to take over as party chair- 
man from Sir Norman Fow- 
ler, who resigned last month 
after Conservative thrashings 
in council and European elec- 
tions. 

But allegations about Lord 
Archer’s involvement in 
possible share-buying scam 
have all but scuppered his 
chances. 

Mr. Major might now try 
to persuade Trade Secretary 
Michael Heseltine, a great 


favourite among the disillu- 
sioned party faithful, to take 
the job. But he is more likely 
to turn to Employment 
Secretary David Hunt. 

Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer (Finance Minister) Ken- 
neth Clarke, the most likely 
successor to Mr. Major, will 
not be moved and nor will 
Foreign Minister Douglas 
Hurd — unless, as some 
media reports claim, he 
wants to retire. 

Mr. Clarke succeeded Nor- 
man Lamont at the last 
reshuffle in May 1993. Mr. 
Lamont stormed out of the 
government, accusing the ' 
lacklustre Mr. Major of being 
a man “with the non-Midas 
touch.” 

Home Secretary (Interior 
Secretary) Michael Howard 
also seems safe despite a 
number of bruising defeats in 
parliament over ms plans to 
shake up the police and jus- 
tice system. 

But other senior ministers, 
particularly Education 
Secretary John PatteQ and 
Civil Service Minster Wil- 
liam Waldegrave, are strong- 
ly tipped to be moved down 
the government ladder. 

Two ministers certain to 
pass them on the way np are 


Stephen Dorrell, a treasury 
minister whose political views 
coincide with Mr. Major's, 
and Junior Defence Minister 
Jonathan Aitken. 

Youth, rather than experi- 
ence, is expected to be the 
watchword of the new 
cabinet as Conservatives try 
to counter the threat posed 
by Mr. Blair, who at 41 is 10 
years younger than Mr. Ma- 
jor. 

Mr. Biair, Labour’s home 
affairs spokesman, has been 
hot favourite to succeed John 
Smith, who died in May, 
from the start of the six-week 
campaign. John Prescott, a 
volatile, valuble left-winger, 
is set to be named his deputy 
in the vote by Labour law- 
makers, trade unionists and 
party members. 

Many Labour activists re- 
gard a Blair-Prescott com- 
bination as a “dream ticket” 
capable of ending Labour’s 
15 years in opposition at the 
□ext election, due by mid- 
1997. 

Mr. Blair, who is on the 
right of the party, is expected 
to attract vital middle-class 
voters while Mr. Prescott 
keeps the faith with tradition- 
al Labour supporters. 


Bonn 

alarmed at 
Russian 
plutonium 
smuggling 

BONN (R) — Germany has 
warned that the smuggling of 
nuclear materials has reached 
grave new dimensions follow- 
ing the seizure last May of 
snragglddweapons-grade plu- 
tonium which it says came 
from Russia's nuclear indus- 
try. 

Chancellery Minister 
Bernd Schmidbauer told 
German Television late 
Saturday that plutonium 
smuggling had become a mat- 
ter for serious concern and 
that both international crime 
gangs and Russian govern- 
ment officials were involved. 

Plutonium 239, six grams 
(0.21 ounces) of which were 
contained in a lead cylinder 
in a mercury mixture totalling 
60 grams (2.1 ounces), was 
found in may in the home of a 
German businessman in the 
southwest German city of 
Stuttgart. 

“We have reached a spec- 
tacular new dimension,” Mr. 
Schmidbauer said. “Perhaps 
the most dramatic thing ab- 
out it is that this material 
came from Russia's nuclear 
weapons industry.” 

He said the find was ’Iden- 
tifiable” and could be traced 
back to its source. 

“We are naturally dealing 
here with mafia — like orga- 
nisations..., also with people 
in state organisations, who 
are involved m this area.” 

Loais Freeh, director of 
America’s Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI), said re- 
cently he feared Russian cri- 
minal gangs might be able to 
acquire nuclear weapons and 
materials and sell them to 
terrorists. 

Western security officials 
fear nuclear materials could 
fall into the hands of rebels or 
armies in militant Third 
World stares, or unstable re- 
gions such as former Yugos- 
lavia. 

The material found in 
Stuttgart was one of the most 
radioactive forms of pluto- 
nium with a half-life — the 
time in which the activity of a 
radioactive substance falls to 
half its original value — of 
24,000 year. 

Experts say between 10 
and 30 kilogrammes is 
needed to make a nuclear 
device. 

Mr. Schmidbauer said the 
Stuttgart find was probably a 
sample. 

“If it is possible to smuggle 
in small samples like that, 
then we must assume that 
more material could be hid- 
den somewhere," he said. 

Nuclear experts expressed 
deep concern over the find. 

“We. have reached a new 
level that should never have 
been allowed to be reached,” 
Wilhelm Gmelin, director of 
the European Atomic Energy 
Community (Euratom)^ in 
Luxembourg, told "Lier 
Spiegel in the issue that hits 
the news stands Monday. 


Italian coalition government faces 
breakup over corruption decree 


ROME (AFP) — Italian Pre- 
mier Silvio Berlusconi's gov- 
ernment faced a major crisis 
Sunday as the interior minis- 
ter threatened to quit unless a 
controversial decree is drop- 
ped under which hundreds of 
corruption suspects can be 
released from jail. 

Interior Minister Roberto 
Maroni threatened Saturday 
to leave the three-party gov- 
ernment by Sunday night un- 
less' Mr. Berlusconi agrees 
to scrap the decree limiting 
magistrates' powers to detain 
suspects. 

A meeting of Mr. Maroni’s 
federalist Northern League, 
one of the three rigbtwing 
parties making up the gov- 
ernment, wall decide Sunday 
on what attitude to take to 
the decree and Mr. Maroni’s 
threatened resijgnation. 

The League is the smallest 
of the three ruling parties, 
falling to 6.6 per cent of the 


vote in the June European 
polls from 8.3 per cent in 
national elections in March. 

Mr. Berlusconi, who rode 
to power with his rightist 
Forza Italia party, vowing to 
rid politics of corruption, has 
insisted he will only seek 
“technical amendments" to 
the decree which would “in- 
crease concessions to free- 
dom” of former detainees. 

Italian press reports' Sun- 
day suggested that his intran- 
sigence was designed to pro- 
voke the League inro splitting 
off from the government thus 
causing new elections which 
Mr. Berlusconi would hope 
to take in a clean sweep. 

More than 2,000 people 
currently being held in con- 
nection with corruption prob- 
es stand to be released under 
the decree, which limits 
judges’ powers to detain sus- 
pects. 


Over the past two years 
detention has been widely 
used by judges in the “Clean 
Hands’* probe into rampant 
corruption against Italian 
politicians and business lead- 
ers. 

The probe changed the 
face of Italian politics, ending 
hundreds of business and 
political careers and, ironical- 
ly, saw Mr. Berlusconi swept 
into power in March in land- 
mark general elections. 

Milan Judge Antonio Di 
Pietro, a senior figure in the 
“Clean Hands” anti- 
corruption campaign, Satur- 
day reiterated his team’s ear- 
lier decision to resign from 
the inquiry in protest at the 
decree. 

Quoting official sources, 
'RAI television said nearly 
500 suspects had already 
been released, 50 of them in 
corruption cases. 



A1 Arqam Malaysian Islamic movement mem- 
bers pray in the mosque of their headquarters 


in Sungai Penchala, in the outiddrt of Kuala 
Lumpur (AFP photo) 


Malaysian Islamic group runs into storm 


SUNGAI PENCHALA, 
Malaysia (AFP) — Robed in 
black, male members of the 
A! Arqam Malaysian Islamic 
movement seemed noncha- 
lant in the wake of a govern- 
ment decision that may sound 
the death knell for their con- 
troversial group. 

Women followers, their 
faces covered with black 
veils, showed the same 
equanimity towards an 
announcement by Premier 
Mahathir Mohammad’s 
administration last week that 
the A1 Arqam ‘movement, 
with branches in 15 countries, 
would be banned in its home- 
land for its deviationist be- 
liefs. 

“We have faced various 
trials and tribulations since 
our inception. But eventually 
we will be saved by the will of 
Allah," Hassan Mokhiar, 
secretary of A1 Artjam’s Sup- 
reme Council said in an inter- 
view with AFP. 

Mr. Hassan, speaking from 
the group's secretive head- 
quarters in the outskirts of 
Kuala Lumpur, said Al Ar- 
qam would seek redress 
under the constitution if the 
government imposed the ban 
next month. 


“Islam is Malaysia's official 
religion, so we will seek our 
rights as Muslims and if this is 
denied we will press for our 
rights under the federal con- 
stitution which provides for 
religious freedom," Mr. Has- 
san said. 

Political analysts said the 
ban on Al Arqam appeared 
politically motivated because 
the movement's influence 
had reached the corridors of 
power. 

Malaysia's National Fatwa 
Council, the supreme author- 
ity interpreting Islamic 
tenets, wants Al Arqam ban- 
ned for challenging some 
basic religious beliefs, said 
Hamid Othman, a senior offi- 
cial in Mr. Mahathir's office. 

The council's decision, 
when gazetted into law in 
mid-August, could devastate 
Al Arqam's missionary acti- 
vities, zealously pursued by 
its 100,000 followers. 

Al Arqam's most con- 
troversial belief is that an 
undisputed Islamic leader, 
the so-called Imam Mahadi, 
would soon emerge to save 
all Muslims on earth, govern- 
ment officials charged. They 
branded the movement a 
“security threat." 


The government has ac- 
cused the movement's follow- 
ers of projecting Al Arqam 
leader Ashaari Muhammad 
as “Imam Mahadi,” a charge 
which Hassan rejected as 
“baseless." 

He said, “if the govern- 
ment says so, it should back it 
with concrete proof,” and 

dismissed official claims that 
Al Arqam had set up a 
suicide squad partly trained 
in Thailand to defend its be- 
liefs. 

Islamic scholars said that 
the belief in Imam Mahadi 
was ai variance, wife the Koran, 
Islam's holy book, and “Sun- 
nah” (the traditions of the 
Prophet Mohammad). 

“Al Arqam has elements 
of a hero-worship cult. I am 
particularly disturbed by the 
almost fanatical hero worship 
of Ashaari," said Chandra 
Muzaffar, an analyst at the 
University Sains Malaysia. 

“It’s frightening because 
such sort of excessive adula- 
tion could lead to violence 
and bloodshed as exemplified 
by the David Koresh group in 
the United States and follow- 
ers of the Jim Jones cult in 
Guyana,” Mr. Muzaffar said. 
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Ho time for standstill 


TWICE THIS century the fate of the peoples of 
his region was decided by the great powers: after 
.he first and second world wars. Now after the 
:apitalist West won the battle against its rival, 
.he Communist bloc, the destiny of the Middle 
last is being shaped by the emerging realities of 
‘.he new world order. But unlike in past decades, 
this time the people of the region will have a 
reasonable opportunity to influence the coarse of 
events and probably also determine the outcome. 
.Tor while many may rightly contend that the' 
present nation-state system of the Arab World 
has been a Western invention, nobody could or 
Phon'd doubt the reality on the ground that 
resulted from the carving of the Arab region into 
UM states plus Israel. 

Over the past century each of the 22 Arab- 
ization states has developed its own political, 
?rcnoimc and social system. While the peoples of 
'.he Arab World might still yearn for unity, that 
unity wall only come after political and economic 
disparities are removed and free democratic 
societies are established. 

Meanwhile each of the nation-states must 
strive to fit itself within the emerging new order 
in the region, where super and regional powers 
are trying to shape the outcome in their own 
flavour and to their own advantage, Jordan 
being no exception. 

While Israel is trying to assert Its role as the 
sole regional power, Syria is positioning itself to 
become a U.S. ally in the region and Saadi 
Arabia is seeking more power over its neigh- 
bours. Egypt meanwhile wants to reinstate itself 
as the leader of the Arab World, and Iraq, for 
nany years a recognised regional power, will, 
once the sanctions are lifted, attempt to recover 
its old ro!e. 

Jordan, which most feel sandwiched between 
Mbitiotis neighbours who want to exploit this 
Tonntry’s precarious situation, has to look 
r«Hn»l carefully and construct for itself a 
.ccnrrio of what might happen in the future, not 
cast of which is the emergence of a Palestinian 
state next door. Under all circumstances, this 
rountry can only consolidate its national and 
political standing in a way that will protect its 
future and enhance its social and economic gains. 
That is why Jordan finds itself propelled to settle, 
above all. its border issue with Israel and in the 
future with the other neighbours including the 
Palestinians. 

The Jordanian people who stood for Arab 
"nity throughout their history cannot afford to 
ignored or neglected by either Arabs or 
Israelis in the process leading to the formulation 
of the new regional order. Only when the 
disparities among the Arab states are removed 
and democracy and freedom institutionalised can 
Jordan fully trust proper integration with the' 
rest of the Arab World. Likewise, it cannot be 
confident that the Israelis will be charitable when 
rhe issue at stake is other people’s rights and 
’^gUlrxatc interests. Jordan, therefore, has to 
room for manoeuvre, and its policies have 
■■ rvn.ifss pragmatic enough in order not to lose 
::i in C» game of politics that is being played so 
• p r.:r!y loudly in the Middle East today, 
.'hose Jordanians who want to bury their head in 
he sand, for ideological or whatever reasons, can 
do so with their fuU democratic rights protected 
and respected. But they won’t force the country 
into a standstill from now on. History moves 
much faster than they think. 


£8AB3C STRESS COMMENTARIES 


\J. S.Vl daily siid Sunday that Jordan is entering one of 
■_* criticrl singes of its history as it is taking very 
Tenant towards securing a better future for its 
-uture generations. The current moves in the peace process 
are undertaken at a time when the Arab countries' destiny 
is being shaped by foreign nations, when Arab states’ 
economics are controlled by other nations and when these 
Arab states are in total disarray, said the daily. We are 
entering the most difficult phase in oar history and are 
forced to take the most difficult course because we have a 
very narrow margin for manoeuvring and few cards to play 
iii a time when the Arab World lacks the military might and 
a pan-Arab strategy that can be useful in times of war or 
oeace. said the paper. It is natural to see conflicting views 
revolving around the coming stage and its implications, but 
it is also reasonable to say that the situation must be 
handled wisely, said the paper. It said that one of the basic 
’invils th.it should be safeguarded and upheld is national 
Vl h ; ch capable of helping the Jordanian people 

vercome anv challenge. National unity and democracy 
helped the Kingdom overcome all the other challenges and 
hardships of tte past and, said the paper, this urn* under 
democracy is bound to help the country deal with the 
challenges looming ahead. 


Human Rights File 


By WaleedSadi 


IHRC recommends inclusion of ICCPR in domestic law 


Jordan’s report to human rights 


committee: ‘Low key, lacking depth 


THE CONSIDERATION of Jordan’s third periodic report 
to the International Human Rights Committee in Geneva a 
few days ago was a low-key affair. The absence of non 
governmental organisations, whether Jordanian or inter- 
national, has deprived the committee members of the 
in-depth information that could have served as a basis for a 
thorough examination of the human rights situation in 
Jordan within the context of the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). 

The Jordanian case was presented by Supreme Court 
judge Fahad A1 Uthum who gave a thorough legal 
presentation of the Jordanian scene. Yet the kind of 
probing that Jordan’s report received was artificial. Neither 
the positive developments nor the remaining shortcomings 
in the country were touched upon in depth. There was even 
an absence of spectators. Usually many observers attend 
when country reports under the Covenant are considered 
by the members of the human rights body. 

The committee has formulated its final comments on the 
Jordanian situation and is in the process of adopting them. 
I personally did not take part in the debate in conformity 
with the established practice that nationals of the countries 
whose report is being examined would not take part in the 
dialogue. Nevertheless, I present herewith the draft final 
comments of the committee: 


tee for human rights and the establishment of Jordanian 
sections of the Arab Organisation for Human Rights and 
Amnesty International. These new institutions and the 
drafting of human rights legislation and other new bills, as 
well as the holding otmultiparty elections, dearly illustrate 
the positive trend towards strengthening democracy and 
the promotion and protection of human rights in Jordan. 
Some progress made in recent years in promoting the status 
of women is also commendable and the notable achieve- 
ments in the field of life expectancy together with reduction 
of child mortality rates are positive developments ensuring 
better respect of the right to life as provided for under 
article 6 of the Covenant. 


the- control exercised by the authorities over the state radio 
and television and by measures of harassment against some 
journalists. The committee is also concerned that a rigid 
intepretation of the provisions of the new Press Act and 
Political Parties Act might jeopardise the effective enjoy- 
ment of those rights stipulated under articles 18 and 25 of 
the Covenant. 

The committee also regrets that the provisions of Ankle 
27 of the Covenant are not folly implemented in Jordan. 


E. Suggestions and recommendations 


D. Principal subjects of concern 


Comments of the Human Rights Committee 
(Jordan) 


A. Introduction 


The committee welcomes the opportunity to continue its 
dialogue with the state party and thanks the Government of 
Jordan for its report (CCPR/C/76/Add.l) and core docu- 
ment (HRI/CORE/1/ Add. 18/Rev. 1). It notes that the 
report and core document did not contain sufficient 
information on the effective implementation of the pro vi- 
sions of the Covenant. However, the presence of a 
high-level delegation which provided additional informa- 
tion on many points not covered in the report enabled the 
committee to obtain a better understanding of the human 
rights situation in Jordan and thus provided the basis for a 
frank and fruitful dialogue between the delegation and die 
committee. 


B. Factors and difficulties affecting the application of 
the Covenant 


The committee takes note of the difficult economic and 
soda! situation faced by Jordan as a result of the Gulf crisis 
and lack of stability in the region. The presence of a very 
large number of refugees constitutes another factor which 
renders the implementation of the Covenant more difficult. 


C. Positive aspects 


The committee welcomes the lifting of the state of 
emergency and the abolition of the Martial Law and the 
1935 Defence Act, as well as the release of political 
prisoners, restitution of withdrawn passports, reinstate- 
ment of civil servants who had been dismissed for political 
reasons and the institution of a right to appeal against 
decisions of die State Security Court. The committee also 
notes with satisfaction the establishment in 1992 of an 
appeal procedure to the High Court of Justice against 
administrative decisions, including those concerning civil 
servants. The efforts to undertake a thorough legal reform 
have already yielded many accomplishments, in particular 
with respect to the new Press Act and Political Parties Act. 
The committee also appreciates the creation of a commit- 


Tbe committee regrets that the precedence of the 
international instruments, including the Covenant, over the 
Constitution or domestic legislation, is not enshrined in the 
Constitution. Furthermore, it notes with concern that die 
general legal framework is still not in full conformity with 
the provisions of the Covenant. The committee also regrets 
that the Constitutional Court has not yet been established. 

The committee is concerned that the State Security 
Court and military courts continue to exercise special 
jurisdiction and that, in accordance with articles 124 and 
125 of the Constitution and under the new Defence Act, 
ordinary law can be suspended in emergency situations, 
contrary to the provisions of article 4 of die Covenant 
which prohibits derogation from some categories of human 
rights. The lack of clarity with regard to accountability for 
acts pe rf o rm ed under provisions of the Martial Law is also 
a matter of concern. 

The committee regrets that, although some improvement 
has been achieved as regards the status of women, the state 
party has not embarked on all the necessary reforms to 
combat the factors still impeding equality between men and 
women. It notes with concern that the Constitution does 
not expressly guarantee the principle of non-discrimination 
on the baas of sex, and that there are still gender disparities 
in practice with regard to such issues as status within the 
family, inheritance rights, die right to leave the country, 
the acquisition of Jordanian nationality, access to work and 
participation in public life. 

The committee is concerned about the excessive number 
of offences punishable by the death penalty as well as the 
number of death sentences handed down by the courts. 

The committee is also concerned that the guarantees 
contained in articles 7, 9, 10 and 14 of the Covenant are not 
folly complied with; that torture and ill-treatment of 
persons deprived of liberty continue to be reported; and 
that confessions under duress are not expressly exdncfoj as 
evidence. Cases of administrative detention, denial of 
access of detainees to legal counsel. long periods of re-trial 
detention without charges and incommunicado detention 
are also matters of great concern. The committee is 
particularly concerned at conditions of detention in the 
.General Intelligence Department headquarters. 

The committee also notes with concern die shortcomings 
in die observance of the provisions of Article 18 of 
Covenant, in particular the restrictions affecting the enjoy- 
ment by non-recognised or non-register ed religious de- 
nominations, including the Bahai's, of their right to 
freedom of religion. Concern is also expressed about the 
practical limitations to the right to have or adopt a religion 
or belief of one’s choice, which should include the freedom 
to change religion. 

The committee also expresses concern thai in spite of the 
positive developments resulting from the adoption of the 
new Press Act, freedom of expression is still restricted by 


The committee recommends that the state party continue 
'its thorough legislative review with a view to incorporating 
all substantive provisions of the Covenant into domestic 
law and ensure that the restrictions imposed under national 
legislation do not go beyond those permitted under the 
Covenant. 

The committee hopes that the Government of Jordan 
will consider becoming a party to the Fust Optional 
Protocol to the Covenant. 

The committee further recommends that Jordan envis- 
'ages measures towards the abolition of the death penalty 
and accession to the Second Optional Protocol. 

The committee emphasises the need for the government 
to prevent and eliminate discriminatory attitudes and 
prejudices towards women and to achieve the effective 
implementation of article 3 of the Covenant, by adopting 
promotional measures to overcome the weight of certain 
traditions and customs. 


The committee recommends that consideration be given 
to the abolition of the State Security Court and the military 
courts; that the detention premises controlled by the 
Central Intelligence Department be placed under dose 
supervision of the judidal authorities; that necessary 
measures be taken to prevent torture, ill-treatment and 
illega] detention and that all such cases be investigated in 
order to bring before the courts those suspected of having 
committed such acts. It also recommends that measures of 
administrative detention and incommunicado detention be 
restricted to very limited and exceptional cases, and that 
the guarantees concerning pre-trial detention provided for 
in Article 9, paragraph 3, of the Covenant be folly 
implemented. 

The committee emphasises the need to take further 
measures to guarantee the freedom of religion and elimin- 
ate discrimination on religious grounds, and suggests in this 
connection that the state party take into account the 
recommendations contained in the committee's general 
comment on Article 18 of the Covenant. 


The committee stresses that further measures should be 
. taken to ensure that the provisions of the Covenant be 
made more widely known. It urges the government to 
prepare its fourth periodic report in compliance with the 
guidelines for the preparation of state party reports, taking 
into account the general comments adopted by the commit- 
tee. The fourth periodic report should contain detailed 
information on the extent to which cadi right protected 
under the Covenant is enjoyed in practice, and refer to 
specific factors and difficulties that might impede its 
application. It should also highlight measures taken to 
follow up on the committee's suggestions and recom-, 
mendations. 


The committee recommends that the Jordanian author- 
ities should ensure that the report submitted by the state 
party and the comments of the committee be disseminated 
as widely as possible in order to ensure tire involvement of 
all sectors concerned in the improvement of human rights. 


Palestinians and Israelis, side by side into unknown future 


By Abraham Rabinovich 


GAZA — The streets are 
as unkempt as ever and 
Arabic graffiti still cover 
virtually every wall, but 
Gaza is a transformed city. 
The glaze of suppressed 
emotions that gave it its 
surliness has dissipated with 
the Israeli pullout two 
months ago. The arrival of 
Yasser Arafat as leader in 
residence has stabilised a 
surreal situation created by 
the overnight end to 27 
years of occupation. 

“This place is going to be 
another Paris" is a phrase 
one hears repeatedly, as if 
some irresistible peddler of 
dreams had passed through 
the alleys of Gaza, alleys 
coated with drifting sand 
and neglect. 

It is a time for dreaming, 
an interval of calm and 
mind-drift between a stor- 
my day just ended and a 


new one whose nature is 
not yet apparent. A mo- 
ment when everything is 
still possible. Mindsets of a 
lifetime have been set 
aside, albeit within easy re- 
trieval if needed. 


Among Palestinians re- 
velling in a hitherto un- 
known “normality" — mas- 
ters, almost of their own 
fate — the sense of pride is 
palpable. There is an ease 
about them that makes 
Israeli reporters who ven- 
ture into the Gaza Strip, 
with armed Palestinians on 
every hand, feel safer than 
they did when Israeli sol- 
diers patrolled the sullen 
streets. 


lesser extent, print media 
have played a major role in 
the past year in de-detnon- 
ising the Palestinians, in- 
cluding those who were the 
backbone of the intifada. 
The public has been intro- 
duced to these figures 
emerging from detention 
camps, exile or hiding and 
seen them to be articulate, 
distinctive, generally sym- 
pathetic personalities. Most 
speak good Hebrew, 
learned either while work- 
ing in Israel or in Israeli 
prisons. 


The Israeli-Palestinian 
divorce, even though it is 
not yet finalised, is freeing 
both sides from the psycho- 
logical imperative that 
obliged them to regard each 
other as mortal enemies. 

Israeli television and, to a 


For the average Israeli 
listening to them express 
hopes for coexistence, the 
subliminal message is that 
the enemy is a human 
being, not that much diffe- 
rent from himself. This 
(foes not make him less a 
potential enemy if interests 
dash, but it does render 
him, for the first time in the 
eyes of many Israelis, a 


potential neighbour. 

Even Yasser Arafat has 
emerged into the Israeli 
consciousness with a human 
aspect — an eccentric and 
not uninteresting personal- 
ity, shrewd enough to have 
survived against all odds, 
plainly the only Palestinian 
leader at this stage with 
whom Israel can hope to 
make a sustainable deal. 

The Israeli right wing 
staged a mass rally in Jeru- 
salem earlier this month 
around the slogan “Stop 
Arafat the arch murderer." 
The rally drew some 
100,000 people, but almost 
all were from the religious 
right. The slogan plainly 
failed to stir the bulk of 
right-wing voters, let alone 
the left. 

Israelis and Palestinians 
are at a subtle, shifting in- 
terface. The majority of 
Palestinians, in whose name 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) 


speaks, profess a readiness 
to waive their daims to the 
whole of the land and to 
settle down in peace along- 
side the Jewish state. There 
are few Israelis, even in the 
ultra-liberal wing, who do 
not believe that in the back 
of their minds the Palesti- 
nians still hope that one 
day, perhaps generations 
hence, the Arabs will suc- 
ceed in ridding the Middle 
East of this “foreign intru- 
sion. as Israel is labelled. 

The Palestinians, for 
their part, are conscious of 
Israel's power and aware 


that it will use it massively if 
it feels itself threatened. 

Thus, while both sides 
are relaxed enough to con- 
template coexistence, they 
are aware that tribal in- 
terests may one day trans- 
form the other side, Bosnia- 
style, back into a mortal 
enemy. Into this ambiguity, 
with the maturity be- 
queathed by living with 
dilemmas that have no solu- 
tions, Palestinians and 
Israelis march side by side 
toward wbat awaits them — 
International Herald Tri- 
bune. 


LETTER 


Violence on JTV 


To the Editor; 



AT A tune when the world is fighting violence on TV, 
Jordan Television seems to have a strange interest in 
movies involving different forms of violence and crime* 
Some Jordanian families would spend a Thur sda y even- 
ing watching Channel 2*s Late night movie. As everybody is 
anticipating the form of entertainment JTV has in store for 
them, surprisingly, they’re faced by a traffic story about 
S °'r5? 1 i e being either killed, raped or robbed. 

This form of entertainment might appeal to some people, 
but variety is still needed, and a family has a right to enjoy 
watching a movie “together." 

Viewers of the late night movie on JT^s Channel 2, 

llAMWia — " . I _ ■- 1 .m m _ .. . J 


with films which are lighthearted and are capable 
of easing some of the tension and frustration which 
accumulate over a hard week. 

One cannot deny the impact of today’s media on our 
young generation. It would be naive to believe that by 
screening the “no children" sign, teenagers will shut their 
1 v sets and go to bed. These movies have the most 
negative effect on our children and it is a shame that JTV 
would contribute to disturbing our youth. 

-i? cSf T^ at PP® . and murder are a part of today's 
iraria. otm, 1 don t believe it is necessary for our society to 
D&rome_ so familiar with such horrible aspects of our life. 

Inis is a plea to JTV to rethink the type of movies it 
presents to people, keeping in mind the values which 
wamtopasson to our children. The young generation is 
expected to bnng peace and stability in today’s world and 
make it a better place to live in. It is the responsibility of all 
of us, including JTV. 


Yarn Sfthn> 

A ip man. 
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King voices appreciation 


' ,,r| w 

"■■u j. r 

i. r r «i i 


*>2\ 


^ioni 
'•" c Nv t 


(Continued from page 1) 

continue their support of the 
King’s leadership. 

In a reply letter to the 
King, Prime Minister Majali 
thanked King Hussein, 
saying that the Royal mes- 
sage “is a medal of trust” for 
him and his colleagues in the 
Cabinet. Dr. MajaH pledged 
to work with dedication to 
serve the Hashemite throne 
and Jordan. 

“It is a great honour for all 
those soldiers working for the 
honourable peace battle to 
receive your attention and 
noble directives,” Dr. Majali 
said. 

■ “The faithful soldiers in 
the peace battle pledge to 
follow” the King's shini: 


ng 


example in building, work, 
dedication, sacrifice and to 
follow the Hashemite tradi- 
tion, based on vision, far- 
sightedness and wise deci- 
sions, he said. 

“Upon Your Majesty’s 
directives, the Jordanian de- 
legation has done its utmost 
and has worked day and 
night, searching, discussing 
and analysing so that their 
ideas will be coordinated, 
their words will be sure and 
reliable and their purposes 
will be crystal-clear m order 
to be able to regain their right 
and achieve a just, compre- 
hensive and durable peace, 
thus contributing to the shap- 
ing of a promising future for 
Jordan and the Arab Na- 
tion,” Dr. Majali said. 
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Jordan, Israel open talks 
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(Continued from page 1) 

be put in place, Dr. Muasber 
said. He rejected Israeli 
assertions that the 1928 
boundaries existed only in 
paper. 

On Jordan’s quest for the 
restoration of its water rights, 
the spokesman said: “Water 
is the key for carrying out 
future projects. It is difficult 
to talk about water projects 
before we secure our water 
rights.” 

“Failure to reach an agree- 
ment on water sharing will 
permit Israel to draw as 
mud) water it wants,” he 
said. 

Jordan insists that the 
peace talks agenda be treated 
in its entirety as a package 
and not be divided into com- 
ponents, he said. “All sub- 
jects in the agenda have the 
same importance and should 
be satisfactorily addressed 
before talking about peace 
agreements.” 

Dr. Muasher said Jordan 
was going ahead with the 
peace talks on the dear 
understanding that a just, 
comprehensive and durable 
peace will be achieved on the 
basis of United Nations 
Security Council Resolution 
242, and the bilateral talks 
should not be seen in isola- 
tion from a comprehensive 
solution. 

. The., talks .are due ro open, 
at 10:00 a.m. (0700 GMT) on 
Monday, with speeches by 
the Jordanian and Israeli de- 
legation chiefs, Fayez Taraw- 


neh and Eliakim Rubinstein, 
.respectively. 

Negotiations will continue 
at the same time on Tuesday 
and will end around Monday. 

Discussing logistics and 
preparations for Monday's 
talks. Dr. Muasber said-Israel 
bad also agreed to cut the 
number of their delegates 
from IS to 11 to match Jor- 
dan’s negotiations team. 

Jordanian and Israeli army 
bulldozera which normally 
face each other across the 
ceasefire line have been 
flattening the ground 


the past week. 

Soldiers have been busy 
erecting tents for the delega- 
tions and installing electricity 
and telephone equipment. 

Every detail — from which 
delegation will provide hinch, 
to a Jordanian request for 
water jugs without Israeli 
labels — has been arranged. 
Both sides have also agreed 
not to have any flags at the 
site of the talks. 

A final preparatory meet- 
ing Sunday hammered out 
the agreements on proce- 
dure. 

“The atmosphere was very 
cordial and foe Israeli dele- 
gates were cooperative,” said 
Jordanian Foreign Ministry 
official Omar Rifai. 

Other technical points that 
have been known to disrupt 
peace talks were also ironed 
out Sunday. Even the nego- 
• dating tables have been posi- 
tioned so that the Jordanian 
team tits on their side of the 
border and the Israelis on 
theirs. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

ton and Tel Aviv in their 
drive to deal separately with 
foe Arab states and to impose 
their own terms which are 
designed to serve American 
and Israeli interests at foe 
expense of Arab national 
rights. ” 

“The recent agreement in 
Washington has added a new 
dimension to what has been 
known as foe official Jorda- 
nian principled stand, in that 
it has ignored the Palestine 
refugee problem, which was 
listed on the Jordanian- 
Israeli common agenda 
signed in last September,” 
said foe statement. 

"These agreements with 
Israel represented an accel- 
eration of steps towards nor- 
malisation of relations and 
eventual peace with Israel 
without any commitment to 
safeguarding Arab rights and 
with obvious relinquishing of 
Arab historic rights m Pales- 
tine," the statement asserted. 

“The July 18 meeting, in 
addition to the Washington 
meeting, of July 25, are 
bound to add more dimen- 
sions to the negotiations, rep- 
resenting a fresh Israeli 
breach of Arab ranks, com- 
ing in the wake of another 
breach represented in the 
Oslo and Cairo agreements 
which were detrimental to 
Palestinian national rights,” 
it asserted. 

“These agreements with 
Israel are bound to provide 
justifications to the other 
Arab regimes to establish 
economic and political rela- 


tions with Israel before foe 
latter withdraws its forces 
from Arab lands, thus en- 
dangering pan-Arab rights 
and interests,” continued foe 
statement. 

“Our masses, with all their 
national and Islamic move- 
ments, will not be taken in by 
foe policies of and the prom- 
ises given by foe government 
because they are all deceptive 
and misleading, and the com- 
ing days will prove that the 
promises of the alleged 
prosperous economy and foe 
solution of economic crisis 
are mere Illusions and false,” 
it charged. 

“These real dangers feeing 
our people require from all 
the national and Islamic 
forces to join ranks and pool 
their efforts and to safeguard 
and enhance national unity,” 
foe statement said. 

The statement called for 
meetings to express “rejec- 
tion of all normalisation poli- 
cies and capitulation and 
press the demand for fuD 
Israeli withdrawal from all 
occupied Arab lands includ- 
ing Arab Jerusalem and the 
restoration of all Jordanian 
and Palestinian people’s 
rights.” 

The parties which signed 
the statement were: The Isla- 
mic Action Front, the 
National Action Front, foe 
Jordanian Arab Socialist 
Baath Party, the Jordanian 
Democratic People’s Party, 
foe Jordanian Communist 
Party, the Jordanian Demo- 
cratic Popular Unity Party, 
the Jordan Arab Democratic 
Party, and the Jordanian 
Socialist Democratic Party. 


Israelis kill 2 in stampede 
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attacked the Israeli-owned 
gas station and overran the 
bus terminal, stealing some 
buses and burning more than 
20 . 

A witness said Israeli sol- 
diers inside the burned-out 
bus terminal exchanged fire 
with Palestinian police who 
were deployed in the sand 
dunes outside the terminal 
budding. One Palestinian sol- 
dier was wounded and taken 
away by ambulance, said foe 
witness, reporter Ibrahim 
Barzak. 

“They were shooting at our 
forces. A Palestinian police- 
man took cover behind the 
station and shot at our 
s,” said Avi Farhan, an 


Israeli who was trapped in 
the shooting. 

“The Israelis were the ones 
who started the shooting so 
we had to defend ourselves 
and we fired bade at them,” 
said Lieutenant Amar Fayad, 
one of those who participated 
in foe shootout 

“We are only flesh and 
' blood. When you see one of 
your own being shot, you 
cannot stand and watch,” 
said another Palestinian 
policeman at the scene who 
declined to give his name. 

Uri Dromi, spokesman for 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s government, said 
PLO police fired indiscrimi- 
nately at both Palestinians 
.and Israeli troops, causing 
most of the casualties. 
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Czechs avoid old-guard resurgence in East Europe 


By Ondrej Hejma 

The Associated Press 


PRAGUE, Czech Repub- 
lic — The revolution that 
swept away the Berlin Wall 
and the Communist regim- 
es of Eastern Europe has 
flagged after five years. 
Only foe Czechs have re- 
sisted bringing back the old 
guard or its heirs. 

In Lithuania, Poland and 
now Hungary, former Com- 
munists have regained pow- 
er from intellectuals and 
ex-dissidents with promises 
of better management and 
less economic hardship. 

In Romania, Bulgaria 
and Slovakia, Communists 
or their heirs help keep 
governments in power. 

It’s different in foe Czech 
Republic, where those who 
gained power after the fell 
have kept it. In his quest for 
equality with the prosper- 
ous Western democracies. 
Premier Vaclav Klaus is 
aided by two factors that set 
his country apart from its 
neighbours: a weak opposi- 
tion and an entrepreneurial 
tradition. 

hi 1989-1990, while new 
leaders elsewhere wavered, 
Mr. Klaus plunged into tak- 
ing the economy private. 

“We were running a 100- 
metre dash,” said Tomas 
Jezek, a former privatisa- 
tion minister. “Our aim was 
to get past foe 50-metre 
mark before foe lawyers 
caught us.” 

There were few rules in 
those transitional days, he 
said, and the refomuners 


could not afford to be 
slowed by legal wrangles. 

As foe vehicle for their 
economic revolution, Mr. 
Klaus and his aides devised 
a coupon system that gave 
every adult citizen a stake 
in state-owned companies. 
They could either put their 
coupons into an investment 
fond or trade them for 
.shares in specific com- 
panies. 

“If you lower people's 
standard of living at a time 
of such huge transforma- 
tion, in return you must 
offer something that makes 
sense,” said Dusan Triska, 
an architect of the plan. 
“We gave them free access 
and direct participation.” 

There are now 5 million 
shareholders and 850.000 


entrepreneurs among the 10 
million Czechs, some of 
whom remember the mar- 
ket economy before the 
Communist takeover in 
1948. Czechoslovakia, dis- 
solved peacefully last year, 
had the only democracy in 
Eastern Europe between 
the world wars. 

Their history of democra- 
cy and 200 years of indus- 
trialisation influenced by 
neighbouring Germany also 
made foe Czechs fiscally 
prudent. Czechoslovakia 
emerged from Communism 
with the smallest foreign 
debt in Eastern Europe. 

Economically, the 
Czechs appear to have 
gained from the break with 
Slovakia, shedding foe third 
of foe country with the 


highest unemployment and 
most of foe unprofitable 
state inudstries. 

Standard and poor's and 
moody's rate the Czech Re- 
public as the best invest- 
ment risk in Eastern 
Europe. 

Polls consistently give 
Mr. Klaus and his conserva- 
tive government approval 
ratings of more than 60 per 
cent. He is seen as foe 
father of economic reform 
and his approach appeals to 
the pragmatic Czechs. 

Czech Communists 
finished a distant second to 
the premier's Civic Demo- 
cratic Party in the 1992 elec- 
tions. They have barely 
broken with the past, not 
even dropping the designa- 
tion Communist, as have 


their counterparts else- 
where. 

In the 1980s. while re- 
form-minded Communists 
nudged Poland and Hun- 
gary towards freedom , 
Czechoslovakia was run by 
aging apparatchiks installed 
after the Soviet invasion 
that ended the liberal “Pra- 
gue Spring” of 1968. 

“The Communists did 
nor change and have no 
chance of a future electoral 
success,” said Vaclav Zak 
of foe Centrist Free Demo- 
crats. 

Opposition Social Demo- 
crats also seem to be getting 
nowhere against Mr. Klaus. 

Still, the reorganisation 
of newly private companies 
could upset his cozy mix of 
free-market rhetoric ba- 


lanced by enough govern- 
ment spending to keep un- 
employment below 5 per 
cent and inflation lowest in 
the region. 

If there is a surge in 
layoffs, ordinary Czechs 
could come to view econo- 
mic reform as a return of 
the class and wealth differ- 
ences the Communists 
claimed to have destroyed. 

Mr. Klaus appears to 
count on the Western 
democracies, despite fre- 
quently chastising them for 
not embracing the newly 
freed Eastern economies. 

He has said his govern- 
ment mil apply for mem- 
bership in the European 
Union (EU) before 1996, 
the year of the next elec- 
tions. 



Ex- warrior turns to new business: Kidnapping 


By Rahimullah Yosufzai 

The Associated Press 


KALAT, Afghanistan — 
From his mountain hideout 
in these lawless badlands, 
warlord Mullah Abdul 
Sal am Rocketi has made 
himself the kidnapping king 
of Afghanistan. 

The stocky, bearded 
Rocketi, who controls some 
200 fighters and a remark- 
able array of high-tech 
weaponry, presently holds 
captive two Chinese en- 
gineers and eight Pakistan 
□is, including foe deputy 
commissioner of Pakistan’s 
Western Ziarat District. 

His demands: 6.7 million 
rupees (5225,000) and foe 
return of three U.S.-made, 
Stinger antiaircraft missiles 
he claims the Pakistani 
security forces stole from 
him. 

“I know it is an unequal 
battle because the Pakistan 
government is like a moun- 
tain and I would hurt myself 
if I keep knocking my head 
against it,” Rocketi, 35, 
told the Associated Press in 
an interview at a mosque 
outside Kalat, foe capital of 


the southeastern province 
of Zabul. 

“Bat I have no other 
choice than to fight to re- 
deem my honour,” added 
Rocketi, who goes by foe 
nickname pinned on him 
for his love of modern 
weapons. 

Rocketi was among foe 
many mujahedeen leaders 
who battled to drive the 
Soviet forces out of Afgha- 
nistan in 1989, after a de- 
cade of. occupation, and 
then .helped topple the 
Communist government in 
1992.'“' 

But foe fragmented mu- 
jahedeen have since battled 
among themselves in a sav- 
age civil war. They have 
destroyed the capital of 
Kabul and left foe central 
Asian nation without a 
functioning government. 

Most of the outlying 
areas have become foe fief- 
doms of local warlords such 
as Rocketi, a shadowy fi- 
gure who rarely shows his 
face around these farming 
villages where almond and 
apple orchards abound. 

Rocketi said his feud with 
Pakistan began last year 
when three of his Stinger 


missiles were taken by 
Pakistani paramilitary 
forces who raided his home 
in Badini. The border town 
is just inside Pakistan, and 
was used by Rocketi as a 
safe haven during the 
Soviet occupation of Afgha- 
nistan. 

In addition, one of Rock- 
eti’s brothers was arrested 
and another one was killed 
in foe raid. A furious Rock- 
eti vowed revenge and 
promptly began his kidnap- 
ping spree. 

“Why did they raid my 
house? What was my 
crime?” said Rocketi. “I 
still haven't got an answer 
for my questions.” 

He has accumulated 10 
hostages, all of them kept in 
a one-room adobe hut. 
They are chained most of 
foe time and sleep on mat- 
tresses on a dirt floor. 
Rocfceti’s soldiers brought 
the men from the hut to foe 
nearby mosque for an inter- 
view. 

“We are kept in a small, 
dark room. It’s hot during 
foe day and cold at night,” 
complained Zarwali Khan, 
a member of Pakistan’s pa- 
ramilitary Frontier Corps 


who was kidnapped 15 
months ago. 

The Chinese engineers, 
captured a year ago while 
working on a water de- 
velopment project in west- 
ern Pakistan, said they ha- 
ven’t been able to make con- 
tact with their families. 

“The food is terrible, foe 
treatment is rough. We ha- 
ven’t been able to write to 
our families,” said one of 
the Chinese hostages. 

Ata Mohammad, the de- 
puty commissioner from 
P akistan who was taken in 
March, complained about a 
lade of medical care that 
has aggravated his kidney 
' ailment. All looked scruffy 
and said they rarely were 
allowed to wash. 

Rocketi's men are using, 
the deputy comissioner’s 
official jeep, which they 
took during foe kidnapping. 
It still sports Pakistan’s 
green and white national 
flag. 

Rocketi claims the Pakis- 
tanis are trying to infiltrate 
his camp to kill him, but 
says he’s prepared. He 
claims he still has a number 
of Stinger missiles and also 
says he has mortars, land- 


mines and multi-barrel 
rocket-launchers. 

As Talib. a young fighter 
guarding foe base, warned: 
“We 200 fighters would 
strike at sensitive targets 
anywhere in Pakistan and 
kidnap senior government 
officials if any harm came to 
Mullah Sal am Rocketi.” 

.Pakistan has urged 
Afghan President Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani to put 
pressure on Rocketi, who 
belongs to a faction allied 
with foe president. ' 

But Mr. Rabbani has not 
proved helpful. His army is 
engaged in daily combat 
with rival factions to main- 
tain its hold on foe capital. 
And he recently named 
Rocketi as foe corps com- 
mander for Zabul province, 
though foe title has little 
meaning. 

The Stinger is considered 
a particularly frightful 
weapon, because the shoul- 
der-beld missile is mobile, 
easy to operate, and ex- 
tremely deadly. The U.S. 
government and others fear 
a terrorist group could use 
them to shoot down com- 
mercial airplanes. 


Rocketi obtained the 
Stingers during the 1980s, 
when the U.S. CIA was 
distributing the weapons to 
the Afghan resistance 
movement to shoot down 
Soviet helicopters. 

Of foe 1,000 Stingers that 
were believed to be banded 
out, only about 300 to 400 
were fired in combat, 
according to sources who 
requested anonymity. 

The CIA now wants to 
buy back the unused Stih- 
gers, but has had little suc- 
cess. i 

The CIA has earmarked 
$65 million to purchase the 
remainder — about 
5100,000 per missile, which 
is far more than they cost to 
produce. 

But there have been few 
takers. Most of the missiles 
are believed to be in the 
bands of Afghan warlords, 
though there are fears the 
Afghans will sell the 
weapons to other countries, 
such as Irart or Iraq. 

Rocketi says he has no 
plans to sell his remaining 
Stingers. When asked how 
many he owned, he said 
bluntly, “enough.” 


Gays fighting for political office face backlash 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Open- 
ly homosexual candidates 
are Tunning for political 
office in U.S. national, 
state and local elections in 
greater numbers this year 
than ever before. 

That's one side of the 
coin. The other is that they 
face a bitterly hostile recep- 
tion from an array of con- 
' servative politicians and 
radical Christian groups. 

“There’s an unpre- 
cedented amount of anti- 
gay rhetoric. It aims to in- 
flame passions, scare peo- 
ple and raise funds for 
radical groups," said Wil- 
liam Wayboum, director of 
the Gay and Lesbian Vic- 
tory Fund, an organisation 
designed to help gay candi- 
dates win political office. 

This year, the Victory 
Fund has endorsed 25 
candidates for various races 
to be decided in mid-term 
elections Nov. 8 and has 
raised nearly 5300,000. 

The candidates include 
Karen Burstein, running 
for New York state attor- 
ney general, Tony Miller, 
running for California 
secretary of state and Tom 
Duane, the U.S. first open- 
ly HIV positive candidate 
• to run for Congress. 

Mr. Duane is running for 
the House of Representa- 
tives in a heavily gay dis- 
trict in Manhattan. He 
faces a Democratic primary 
Sept. 13. 

But Mr. Wayboum said 
gays still had a long way to 
go. He noted there were no 
openly gay members of foe 
Senate and only two of 425 
members of the House of 
Representatives were 
avowed homosexuals — 
Gerry Stodds and Barney 
Franks, both from Mas- 



Marchers leave foe Stonewafi Bar June 26 as they make their way towards Central Fart to mark the 25th anniversary of the riots that started foe Gay 
Liberation movement (AFP photo) 


sachusetts. 

Of almost half a million 
elected officials currently 
serving in the United 
Stales, only 120 were open- 
ly gay or lesbian, according 
to a recent count by the 
Victory Fund. 

Yet, even as homosex- 
uals strive to raise foeir 
level of representation, 
powerful forces are mobi- 
lising against them. Six 
states — Idaho, Missouri, 
Arizona, Michigan, 
Washington and Oregon — 
will vote on propositions 
seeking to restrict gay 
rights in some way in 


November. 

For example, the Idaho 
initiative would repeal and 
block laws and policies 
which prohibit discrimina- 
tion against lesbian, gay 
and bisexual citizens, pro- 
hibit same-sex marriage 
and domestic partnerships, 
ban discussing homosexual- 
ity in schools and the use of 
public funds to express 
acceptance of homosex- 
uality. 

It would allow employers 
to consider sexual orienta- 
tion as a factor in personnel 
decisions. A similar initia- 
tive was passed in Colorado 


but was overturned by foe 
courts. 

“It’s a veiled attempt to 
marginalise a segment of 
the population,” said Mr. 
Wayboum bitterly. “Hitler 
proved that if you can mar- 
ginalise a segment of socie- 
ty. then you can get away 
with murder against them.” 

Victory Fund Political 
Director Kathleen Debold 
saw a more sinister motive. 
"The abortion issue has 
lost its effect as a rallying 
cry for foe radical right so 
they’ve switched to gay- 
bashing," she said. 

She pointed to the activi- 


ties of a host of fun- 
damentalist Christian and 
right-wing organisations, 
(jne of these is the Family 
Research Institute, a Virgi- 
nia-based group seeking to 
raise money for studies of 
what it says is foe dis- 
astrous social and moral 
effects of homosexuality. 

A recent handout from 
this group, which carries 
the name of the new 
Hampshire Republican 
Senator Robert Smith and 
California Republican 
Representative Robert 
Dorn an on its letterhead, 
warns: “They have sodo- 


mised our sons” and asks: 
“How long can our country . 
survive this massive surren- 
der to an aggressive and 
hate-driven minority?” 

Institute Chairman Paul 
Cameron, who holds a 
doctorate in psychology 
from foe University of Col- 
orado, told Reuters his 
data showed that homosex- 
uals were not only more at 
risk than hetrosexuals of 
contracting diseases like 
AIDS, but also less likely 
to pay income tax, more 
likely to indulge in crime, 
both petty and serious, and 
had inferior driving habits. 
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U.S. central bank tugged in many directions on rates 


WASHINGTON (R) — Peo- 
ple tugging on the sleeve of 
Federal Reserve (Fed) Board 
Chairman Alan Greenspan 
want him to go in different 
directions. 

The politician is saying: 
“Leave interest rates alone 
because 1 need to be 
reelected in November." 

The currency trader is 
saying: “Push them up again 
to prop up the sagging dol- 
lar. ___ 

The businessman says: 
“Don’t do it, because- I'm 
finally making more profits.” 

As for Mr. Greenspan, un- 
officially known as the 
second most powerful man in 
America next to President 
Clinton, he says the country 
is experiencing “ideal” eco- 
nomic times. 


“The U.S. economy has 
recently been experiencing 
the ideal combination of ris- 
ing activity, falling unem- 
ployment and slowing infla- 
tion,” Mr. Greenspan told a 
bipartisan commission on 
government spending and tax 
reform Friday. 

“But we cannot let this 
good behaviour lull us into 
neglecting the underlying 
problems of our economy.” 
he added, typically couching 
his optimism. 

It helps set the stage for 
Mr. Greenspan’s appear- 
ances Wednesday before the 
Senate Banking Committee 
and Friday before a House 
Banking Subcommittee to 
deliver bis semi-annual 
“Humphrey-Hawkins re- 
port" on the economy. 


If Mr. Clinton has the pow- 
er to launch missiles, then 
Mr. Greenspan can trigger 
explosions throughout global 
financial markets with his 
words as the central banker 
wielding authority to set 
monetary policy for the 
world’s largest economy. 

Four times in 1994 the Fed 
has boosted interest rates in a 
bid to sustain the U.S. expan- 
sion, raising the federal funds 
rate a total l-Vi points to 4.25 
per cent and the discount rate 
to 3.S per cent. 

Yet analysts say the eco- 
nomy's direction is murky 
enough that it is hard to 
measure whether interest 
rate rises so far have corked 
the inflation genie or if and 
when the central bank may 
administer another dose of 


bitter medicine. 

Government reports issued 
last week showed prices at 
the producer and consumer 
levels either flat or rising only 
modestly in June, a balm for 
jittery financial markets. 

Industrial output increasd 
for a 13th straight month in 
June, the Fed said, but only 
because hot weather boosted 
electricity generation for air 
conditioning, so there was 
little worry there of an over- 
heating economy. 

.Bnt nagging doubts 
evidently remain. 

“In all the reports, there’s 
enough ambiguity so that it’s 
difficult to get a sense of how 
much the economy is slowing 
and if it is slowing enough to 
head off more Fed action," 
said economist Daryl Delano 


of Cahners Economics Inc. in 
Newton, Massachusetts. 

“Everybody now is watch- 
ing world oil prices but I 
don’t think there’s enougi 
happening on the domestic 
front to justify another move 
up in interet rates in the short 
term,” Mr. Delano said. 

The White House last 
week forecast moderate but 
steady economic growth with 
subdued inflation for the next 
five years, predicting 3.6 per 
cent growth in national goods 
and services output this year 
compared with three per cent 
last year. 

That sounded like a pre- 
scription for no more, or at 
least very modest, interest- 
rate rises. Business was 
prospering, with record 
second-quarter earnings at 
Chrvcler Corp. and big gains 


for corporate titans like Phi- 
Up Morris companies. - 

If there was a skunk at the 
garden party, it likely was the 
beleaguered dollar that re- 
mains under pressure against 
Japan’s yen and Germany’s 
mark. So Treasury Secretary 
Lloyd Bentsen pledged the 
administration’s co-operation 
— admittedly of an unspeci- 
fied nature — to strengthen 
it. 

Analysts said that could be 
taken as .a signal that the 
White House would be toler- 
ant of another small round of 
interest rate rises before con- 
gressional elections in 
November if it was warranted 
by emerging inflation. 

However, that didn’t mean 
the administration wants 
more rises. 
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Debate rages on floating exchange 
rates years after Bretton Woods 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The 50th anniversary of the 
Bretton Woods accord has 
renewed debate over floating 
exchange rates even as the 
dollar — the market’s center- 
piece — has tumbled to re- 
cord lows. 

The upcoming anniversary 
has also focused attention on 
the two key institutions bom 
of Bretton Woods: The Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, better known 
as the World Bank. 

Commemorations are set 
for July 22 to mark the sign- 
ing of the Bretton Woods 
agreement in 1944 by repre- 
sentatives of 44 countries in 
the forests of the northeast- 
ern U.S. state of New Hamp- 
shire. 

The accord is widely cre- 
dited with helping to bring 
about a period of general 
world prosperity through foe 
late 1960s by setting fixed 
exchange rates between ma- 
jor world currencies. The 
dollar, which then was con- 
vertible to gold at a fixed 
rate, was the system's 
anchor. 

But inflation, sent spirall- 
ing largely by Vietnam War 
spending, eroded the value of 
foe greenback through foe 
1960’s. 

That prompted theu- 
President Richard Nixon in 
1971 to break the link be- 
tween gold and the dollar, 
and allow foe U.S. currency 
to float, essentially devaluing 
foe dollar and scrapping the 
underlying principle of the 
Bretton Woods accord. 

Since that time, the major 
industrial powers have tried 
with varying success to brake 
sharp changes in the value of 
their currencies, which now 
are set mainly by market 
forces. 

To keep fluctuations under 
control, they have tried to 
coordinate macroeconomic 
policies, keep their curren- 
cies within certain ranges and 


avoid large trade deficits or 
surpluses. 

Major industrial democra- 
cies also have hammered out 
economic agreements to sta- 
bilise currencies, with 
perhaps the most important 
the 1985 accord signed at the 
Pla 2 a Hotel in New York at 
foe urging of then-treasury 
secretary James Baker. 

Other key agreements 
were signed in Tokyo in 1986 
and at the Louvre Museum in 
Paris in 1987. 

But the system still has 
drawn fire for allowing sharp, 
and sometimes wide, fluctua- 
tions between the major cur- 
rencies that can cause harm- 
ful shocks to national econo- 
mies. Some critics say that 
these shifts can block growth, 
push up unemployment and 
encourage protectionism. 

The dollar's most recent 
plunge — it dropped to post- 
World War II lows against 


foe yen on July 8 — could 
derail Germany’s and Japan's 
economic recoveries, as it 
raises foe prices of their ex- 
ports. 

That, of course, could be a 
boon for sales of competing 
U.S. industries and help foe 
United States. 

But the dollar’s lingering 
weakness could have an infla- 
tionary effect in the United 
States by pushing up .foe 
prices of imports, and press- 
ing the Federal Reserve 
(Fed) to tighten its monetary 
policy, which could slow U.S. 
economic activity. 

A private commission led 
by former Fed chairman Paul 
Volckcr and composed of in- 
ternational monetary experts 
issued a report in early July 
calling for exchange rates to 
be stabilised by establishing 
flexible ranges within which 
currencies would be allowed 
to “float.” 


Manila churchman calls 
illegal recruiters ‘wolves’ 


MANILA (R) — The Philip- 
pines’ most influential church 
leader Sunday denounced 
illegal labour recruiters as 
“wolves" and urged a nation- 
wide crackdown on their acti- 
vities. 

Cardinal Jaime Sin accused 
unlicensed recruiting agen- 
cies of sending thousands of 
poor Filipino men and 
women overseas every year 
to be exploited by unscrupu- 
lous employers in the Middle 
East, Malaysia, Taiwan, and 
other countries. 

In Japan and in .Europe',, 
many women are forced into 
prostitution while many Fili- 
pino seasmen live in dehuma- 
nising conditions on foreign 
fishing vessels, he said in a 
homily. 

“Illegal recruiters bring de- 
sperate Filipinos desiring to 
earn much needed money 


abroad to a slow and painful 
death,” the Manila Roman 
Catholic archbishop said. 

There are more than two 
million Filipino overseas 
workers, mostly women. 
They include domestics, 
night dub entertainers, fac- 
tory workers, labourers, sear 
men and professionals. 

Despite a government 
crackdown, many, illegal re^ 
cruiters continue to operate, 
duping guDible Filipinos to 
sell precious belongings and 
spend lifetime savings for' 
fake passports and nfoer pap- 
ers to get them abroad. 

Cardinal Sin said tfae 
church was surveying illegal 
recruiters prior to' hunching 
nationwide campaign against 
them. 

“Let us denounce and rout 
these wolves,” he said. 
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ALL IT NEEDS ISTUOSE 

THREE UTTLE V*3RDS , 
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J nsc ramble these (our Jumbles, 
me hitter to each square, to lorn 
our ordinary worts. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mlta* ArgWor 
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WHAT THE TEAM 
CALLE17 THER 
ANNUAL PANCE. 

Now arrange the ended letters to 
toon the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Mutt'n’Jeff 

ARE YOU THE T IDON^TTHINKSOJ 
BARBER WHO 
CUT MY HAIR 

THE LAST 4 ^ ^MONTHS . 
TIME? 


tentt/3 


Jumbles: TONIC SUAVE 


(Answers tomorrow) 
FINITE SNUGLY 




OECD reaches 
deal to axe 
shipbuilding subsidies 


PARIS (R) — Major ship- 
building nations Sunday 
agreed after five years of 
negotiations to scrap subsidies 
to thfcir shipyards, bnt France 
rejected the deal, negotiator 
said. 

The accord between offi- 
cials of the United States, 
European Union (EU), 
Japan, Korea and Nordic 
states was hammered out in 
Paris at the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) and is 
seen as foe widest plan yet to 
impose discipline on the ail- 
ing industry, delegates said. 

“If we had failed there 
would have been a subsidy 
war, that is quite clear,” said 
the Swedish ambassador to 
the Paris-based OECD, Staf- 
fan Sohlman, who c h aired 
foe final round of foe five- 
year talks. 

The unsigned agreement 
must be ratified by all partici- 
pants and would come into 
effect on Jan. 1, 1996, he 
said. It would be reviewed 
three years later. 

But France swiftly di- 
vorced itself from the pact 
and made clear it would 
oppose it inside the Euro- 
pean Union, delegates said. 
EU members were repre- 
sented at the talks by the 
Brussels-based European 
Commission. 

France’s opposition came 
in a statement read to a spe- 
cial final session by a French 
delegate, who went to OECD 
headquarters after Paris tried 
unsuccessfully to have the 
proceedings adjourned. 

Details were not made 
public, but one delegate said: 
“The French are not behind 
foe agreement.” 

Paris argues that scrapping 
subsidies would harm it 
against competitors, includ- 
ing some EU partners, who 
operate indirect schemes that 


are not available in France, 
officials said. 

Several delegates said the 
question of jobs at France’s 
two key remaining shipyards, 
Saint-Lazaire and Le Havre, 
appeared to be particularly 
sensitive a year before pres- 
idential elections. 

France alone could not 
stop a qualified majority vote 
in the European Council of 
Ministers, except by invoking 
the “Luxembourg comprom- 
ise,” a GATT-related formu- 
la seen as a powerful but 
possibly contentious tool, EU 
experts said. 

The issue could be raised 
as early as Monday, when tfae 
EUs General Affairs Coun- 
cil meets in Brussels. 

Meanwhile, delegates 
highlighted the ambitious 
scope of foe draff shipbuild- 
ing accord, described by a 
U.S. official as “much more 
comprehensive than any 
other sectoral agreement.” 

If ratified, it would be the gt 
first legally binding interna- 
tional trade pact over negoti- 
ated by the OECD, normally 
a sedate economic think-tank 
for industrialised nations. 

The accord came almost 
exactly 24 hours after the 
United States and foe Euro- 
pean Commission, in a pre- 
vious all-nighter, buried dif- 
ference over foe Jones Act. 
The law bans foreign-built or 
foreign -owned ships from 
U.S. coastal trade. 

Long decried as unfair by 
Europeans, and regarded as 
politically sacred in the 'Un- 
ited States, the act will re- 
main in place, delegates said. 
But unspecified counter- 
measures will be avialable if 
it is shown to be misused. 

A proposal before Con- 
gress to fine subsidised ships 
on entry would also probably 
be sidelined, they said. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY JULY 18. 1994 j 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation j 


-ENERAL TENDENCIES: A 

morning to discuss mutual 

ities with co-workers who lack 
understanding of the way 
yon want things to be. Show that 
you are flexible and willing to 
keep important promises. 

-ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
'Tty not to entire associates early 
in the day and gain the support 
you need. Studying community 
matters is wise now for your 
.success. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
[There could be a delay in plans 
have formicated, but this 
you the needed time to 
rfect -details. Be patient. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Don't be unpleasant with one 
who is unable to meet a promise 
right now. Show others that you 
can be relied upon when needed. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Do favours for associ- 
ates ana gain their added coop- 
eration. You have to exerdse 
patience in handling a civic 
matter. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
may And it bard to get started on 
your work today, but persevere 
and you get much accomplished. 
Feel alive and alert for duties. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You are now able to 
enjoy recreations that you've bad 


little time for in the past. You ! 
have creative ideas which need \ 
expression. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Attend to those duties 
which must be done early in the 
day for best results. Show more 
interest in outside activities you 
are involved in. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Talks with associ- 
ates can produce excellent results 
now. You are able to communi- 
cate very well with others today. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Study your 
money situation well and take 
steps to improve it. Be sure to 
keep important promises you 
have made to others. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You are thinking 
very clearly now and can easily 
advance in your line of en- 
deavour. Stop wasting precious 
time with non-productive mat- 
ters. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Engage in profit- 
able activities early m the day so 
you will have time for recreation 
later. Be more optimistic about 
the future. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Contact a dose tie who has 
good ideas to give you. FbDow 
your intuition when dealing with 
others and get excellent results, j 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Exchange 
5 Play a guitar 
10 Liquid chop 
i« 

15 WucnWve 
woman 

IS Breathing sound 

17 Eva's home 

18 Carries on 

19 Shamrock land 

20 Contemptuous 
22 Insufficient 

2a and uae..." 

25 Outstanding 
accompli sinnem 

26 Useful quality 
29 Usurer 

3* Calls 

38 Laima's capital 

37 Tftat girl 

38 Croat deal 

39 Piad-a— 

<1 Nautical word 

42 Yale man 

43 Java's naignoor 

44 EtJO 

46 Lacking 

nationality 

49 Moved carefully 

50 Stl of new? 

St Smtened 

53 Muslim greeting 
56 Safeguard 
60 Equal 
6t In — (having 

tramey trouWel 

63 Armor 

64 Location 

65 Mortise and — 

66 'This — 

suddenr 
87 Make a seiao 
68 Fix copy 
59 Fictional sleuth 

DOWN 

1 Lean-to 

2 Ptay m water 

3 Sure strongly 

4 Sorrowful one 

5 Bunnrg fapnc 

6 Go places 

7 Gad 

8 One. m Toulon 

9 Hermes, a.g, 

10 Whiff 
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Peat* Soh 


ti Work far a 

salary 

12 Touched ground 
>3 Reluta 
21 Location 
23 House, in 
Juarez 

25 Exposition 

26 — mof.ie 
aetuge” 

V 'Thou — not.. 

28 Bulgarian erty 

30 Medicinal root 

31 Embers 

32 — Island 

33 Adjusted 
35 fm passe 

40 Kind of sen 

41 Scholarly 
43 Kind of ray 
45 Elvers 

47 Sparkling 

crowns 

4B Bud -producing 54 Flying prefi* 
so i S .Jf ni , 55 Wmn set® merit 

52 Upngnt 56 ice cream noffler 

53 Argument 57 Preopnata 
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Foreign Exchange Market 
Summary 

(July 11-July 15, 1994) 


AMMAN — The dollar continued its decline against other 
major currencies last week. It ended the week 0.48 per cent 
lower against the mark, 0.79 per cent lower against sterling 


other major 
marks during 


and 0.25 per cent lower against the yen. 

The U.S. emit depreciated sharply 
currencies Monday. It declined to 1. 
trading hours, its lowest level against die German currency 
since October 1992, and set a post WWII intra-day low 
record against the Japanese yen, on disappointment over the 
conclusion of the G-7 meetings without a declaration of a 
plan to support the dollar. However, the dollar rose above 
its lows later that day. 

Meanwhile, market participants attributed the dollar’s 
decline to a speech by the U.S. President, at the end of the 
previous week, in which he said that the dollar/mark 
exchange rate is not low compared to historical standards. 

The remark was perceived by market participants as an 
indication that the Clinton Administration would not inter- 
vene to support the dollar. 

The dollar continued its retreat Tuesday. It fell to 1.5155 
marks and 96.60 yen during trading hoars, a new post WWII 
record low against the Japanese currency, after the release 
of U.S. Producer Prices showing inflation under control. 
The General PPI Index showed no change in June, 
compared to the previous month, while the Core Index 
revealed a decline of 0.1 per cent. However, the PPfs 
negative effect on die dollar, which dampened expectations 
of a near term Fed tightening, was reversed later due to its 

positive effect on U.S. bond prices. 

The U.S. unit rose sharply against other major currencies 
Wednesday, however, on rumours' the Fed was about to 
raise short term interest rates by 0.50 per cent to 1.0 per 
cent This happened despite the release of U.S. Consumer 
Prices showing a slight rise of 03 per cent in June, compared 
to the previous month, which translated into an annual rate 
of advance of 2.5 per cent. 

The dollar continued its appreciation against other major 
currencies Thursday, especially against the mark. It rose 
after the U.S. Treasury Secretary expressed the Clinton’s 
Administration's intentions to cooperate with the Fed in the 
future to achieve a stronger dollar. The dollar also appreci- 
ated on increased demand for U.S. Treasury securities by 
foreign investors. 

Meanwhile, some market participants indicted that the 
dollar gamed ground on rumours that a highly ranked 
official in the Clinton Administration asked exchange rales 
desks on what they consider an a ppropriate level for the 
dollar. 

The U.S. unit witnessed a relapse Friday, however, on 
decreased expectations of Fed monetary tightening, and 
decreased expectations of renewed central h ank intervention 
to support tiie dollar. This happened after a speech by the 
Fed Chairman before the U.S. Congress on government 
spending, in which he said that inflation is slowing in the 
U.S., and that central bank intervention has only a short-run 
effect. 


The Chairman also said, that reliance on foreign savings to 
finance the U.S. Budget Deficit is not acceptable in the 
long-run, and may not be possible. 

On the other band, the dollar was affected negatively 
against the yen by the approaching release of U.S. May 
trade data, which is to be released Tuesday 19/7/1994. 

The U.S. unit, thus ended the weir at 1.5536 marks and 
97.82 yen, while sterling ended it at SI ,5618. 


Now Voile Closing Bates for M^wCnmndB Against the 
US, Dollar 


Currency 

8/7/19*4 

15/7/1994 

Percent 

Close 

Close 

Change 

Sterling Pound 1 

1.5495 

1.561S ■ 

0.79 5 

Deutsche Mark 

1.5610 

1.5554 

0.4& S 

Swiss Franc 

1.3160 

L50SI 

0.60 l 

French Franc 

5 .3650 

5.3:55 

0. 72 5 

Japanese Yen 

9S.06 

97. S2 

0.2 5 ? 
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8/7/ 1994 

15/7/1994 1 

I-Mttubl 1 .! 
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gun 

U.S. Dollar 

UM 

5 .62 

4.51 


Sterling Pound 

4. Si 

5.S7 

4.81 

5.93 

Deutsche Mark 

4. 75 

4.93 

4.62 

4. SI 

Swiss Franc 

4.00 

4.45 

5.B7 

4.31 

French Franc 

5.31 

5.S7 

5.43 

5.S7 

Japanese Yen 

1.S7 


1.S7 

2.12 
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Contra! Bank of Jordan Ezdungt Rate BbUrIb 

Dae 


17/7/1994 


Currency 

Bid 

Otter 

U-S. Dollar 

0.6S90 

0.5910 

Sterling Pound 

1.0737 

I. 0791 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4430 

0.4452 

Swiss Franc 

0.5265 

0.52S9 

French Franc 

0. 1293 

0.12*9 

Japanese Yen* 

0.7034 

0.706 9 

Dutch Guilder 

0.5951 

0.3977 

Swedish Krona 



Italian Lira* 

0.0444 

0.0446 

Belgian Franc 




Ambitious Arab stocks 
project nears completion 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — An 
ambitious project to link 
Arab stock markets as part of 
overall development plans is 
nearing completion but ex- 
perts stressed Sunday region- 
al markets first needed to 
open up to foreign investors. 

The stocks data base, a 
computerised network estab- 
lished by the Abu Dhabi- 
based Arab Monetary Fund 
(AMF), was launched five 
years ago and it could be 
completed later this year, the 
fund said in a report Sunday. 

“The fund is pressing 
ahead with the final arrange- 
ments for launching the 
stock data system as part of 
plans to develop Arab stock 
markets," it said. 


The base will provide re- 
gional exchanges with in- 
formation on stock markets 
and economic conditions in 
member states, trading in- 
stitutions, prices of shares 
and monthly reports on tur- 
nover in each market. 

The AMF, the watchdog of 
Arab ecomies, said this 
would help tackle the persis- 
tent problem of lack of in- 
formation on Arab stock 
markets and consequently 
enable investor m one coun- 
try to trade in other member 
states. 

All formal floors in the 
22-member Arab League 
would gradually be linked to 
the data base while other 
Arab countries could join la- 
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ter when they established ex- 
changes, according to the re- 
port. 

It said the AMF, with a 
capital of $1.3 billion, had 
already signed agreements in 
this regard with the official 
stock markets in Oman, 
Bahrain, Kuwait. Jordan, 
Tunisia and Morocco. Other 
floors wonld join m later. 

‘The base will be one of 
the main elements in the 
AMFs programmes to up- 
grade Arab; stock markets 
and encourage those without 
exchanges to establish 
floors," the report said. 

Only 10 of the Arab cour. 
tries have formal exchanges 
and activity in such markets 
have remained relatively 
small due to political un- 
cerainiy in some members 
and lack of incentives and 
information about trading in- 
stitutions. 

About 1,100 banks and 
companies trade their shares 
in the Arab region, with a 
capitalisation of nearly $50 
billion, a fraction of the total 
world share capitalisation of 
more than $9 trillion in 1992. 

Arab officials have repe- 
atedly called for development 
of regional stock markets as 
part of reforms to heal- their 
ailing economies and attract: 
part of their overseas fluids, 


estimated at $800 billion. 
They far exceed the com- 
bined 1992 Arab gross 
domestic product of around 
$450 billion. 

Addressing an economic 
conference here last year, 
former AMF chairman Osa- 
ma Faqih criticised regula- 
tions governing Arab stock 
and called for comprehensive 
structural reforms to develop 
them. 

Saudi Arabia and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) 
account for nearly half the 
total market capitalisation in 
the Arab World but they 
haw formal floors and 
their share dealing is still 
confined to local investors. 

Kuwait has also shut the 
doors for foreign investment 
in shares and activity, once 
the highest in the region, has 
sharply declined as the mar- 
ket struggles to recover from 
the 1990 invasion. 

“Linking Arab stock mar- 
kets in a single network will 
boost dealing in some coun- 
tries as it, will give investors 
access to other markets 
said Zuhtir Kaswani, a lead- 
ing UAE stockbroker. 

“But this will have little 
impact in the markets which 
are closed tO foreigners. 
Dealing could largely grow if 
they end national monopoly 
of share trading." 


UAE bans clothes 
projects to limit 
Asian workforce 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has decided to ban 
the establishment of new 
clothes factories, as part of a 
drive to limit the number of 
Asian workers. 

’The cabinet has decided 
to stop licences for new gar- 
ment factories. The decision 
could be revised in the fu- 
ture." the minister of state 



MLLA 
D'ANGELO 


AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT | 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Outside Terrace 



FOR RENT & SALE 

Many^ villas and apart- 
ments" furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For iViore details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


L-JA SECURE 

m IFLATOTEL 
Sweifiyeh 

isa® 



O.Tel 

SECURITY 
> HOSPITALITY 
M GASTRONOMY 


h TOOBS 1 ^ r-, 


ft\L L |nill (jogjuill 



Extensive Travel 
Services for 
I Businessmen and 
Expatriates 

Phone 616217, Fax. 654769 
P. 0. Box 1B3764 Amman - Jordan 
More refedrie ttfan a Gomel I 


Budget 


TheOfBmlCar& Truck 
Rental Company 

WorldCupUSAM 



Td :698 131 
Fax:673 312 



TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 
Open nightly 
From 9.00 PJIfl. 

Except Tuesday Ctoasd 
Monday : Drinks for All Night 
Long 

Buy One Got Tow 
A menu of dotlcloua snacks 
Tof : 685211 Fax : 617779 
Mlddlo East Hotel- Shmeta&nl 



Restaurant 
@ctfobte 

Lunch & ffinnar 
7 dap a weak 

Enjoy Our Select! on of 

SEA FOOD 

Td ; 


680 W 3/4 Fax: 823864 

Shmosam-Near Babiche 
Amman - Jordan 


The Fkat Ctaaa Hotel in 
Amman that hat a . 
EuwiQiHmB hi why roonu 
- “SaMHto T.V. Reception" , 


ijAirirrn 


Amman - Tel. 6071.93 
P.O-Bck 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23868 DAROTL JO 

Ideal R^Mdence For 
Expatriates jnd 
Businessmen 


/ CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bsrfeeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.ra. 

6-30 - Midnight 
V Air Conditioned Hall _V 


La Vita Lounge 
12.00 pm - v - Late 




5ZEEHWAN GARDENS 
BHINE5E RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Stifled Chinese Chefs 

Opg>ll&-J&&&aO-UiU0r\ 

Take away is avafbMv 

Stef AJ-Amb Street 
Um Uthakiah Curmotcial Cart* 

Tel.: 861174 
.Snct Tasted AhMyslwti, 





D^V&smdtovlMtts 
in Amman. 

For further details please call 

SANABfeL REAL ESTATE 

TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School * 

TakaiwaybenlaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 ■ 
p.m. 

7*00 — Midnight 

TeL €38988 




New 

2 safety fuses 
In each lamp 


- ConJorrrmy with the saiety stan-| 
(Sards EN 60432 and IEC 432 

- LEUCI quality system in acayd-l 
ance with the standards ISO 9000| 

Tel. 613746 - 613622 


SELECT HOTEL 


U. . .-ft. A- -A—" ~ a 1 

Superior Hold Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 




@ Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabal A1 Webdeh/Tel.637 101/637 102 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service’ 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get;- 

• JUMBO photo 
jIm 30% iargor 

* From anlarpo- 
awttt 20 m 30 


Shme&ani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh td: 823891 


Household 
Appliances For 
Every Home 

Vacuum Cleaners, Washing 
Machines, Refrigerators, Freexrs, 
Dishwashers. Water Pursers -. 

a choice of 

Duty Paid /Duty Free 
Phone 604672 

S3 Electrolux 



Restaurant 
You Know 

Our Pizzas&Sandwiches 

NcnvTnf TVte 

Italian Pasta 

Way 
Spaghetti 
Pern*; 
Fettuceine 




for financial and industrial 
affairs, Ahmad Al Tayer, 
told the official news agency 
WAM. 

Official figures show 161 
ready-made clothes factories 
operate in the UAE, mainly 
in Dubai and its Jebel AU 
free trade jone. 

Their investments are esti- 
mated at 669 million dirhams 
($182 million) and workers at 
30,000. Most of them are 
from India, Pakistan, and 
other Asian countries, which 
are the main source of labour 
for the UAE. 

Many of the factories have 
been under financial pressure 
after they were forced four 
years ago to slash production 
to comply with an export 
quota agreement with the 
United States, the top market 
for UAE garments. 

The UAE is seeking to cut 
its large foreign workforce, 
which accounts for nearly 90 
per cent of the 700,000-strong 
labour force u The drive in- 
cludes training for nationals 
and restrictions on visas for 
expatriate manpower. 


China moves 


credit cards 


BEIJING (AFP) — China 
plans to issue 200 million 
credit cards by the turn of the 
century in a bid to restrict the 
amount of cash in circulation 
and strengthen control of the 
money supply, a central bank 
official was quoted as saying 
Sunday. 

“Development of China's 
credit card business is a cru- 
cial step in modernising the 
nation's financial industry 
and creating a better environ- 
ment for economic develop- 
ment," said Li Ye, director of 
tbe payment system and 
financial science and technol- 
ogy department at the Peo- 
ple's Bank of China. 

The popularisation of cre- 
dit card use 'has been given 
priority by the central gov- 
ernment which is seeking to 
ween Chinese off their tradi- 
tional reliance on cash trans- 
actions. 

Widespread use of credit 
cards would mean a drop hi 
money supply as consumers 
deposit cash m accounts fo 
cover future use, Mr. U was 
quoted as saying by the China 
Daily Business Weekly. 

“The market is huge, the 
demand is great, the pros- 
pects are rosy," said an up- 
beat Li. 

By the end of 1993, more 
than four million credit cards 
had been issued in China, 
with total transaction volume 
topping 200 billion yuan ($23 
billion). 

Besides credit cards, Mr. 
Li said the central bank was 
promoting the use of auto- 
mated teller machine (ATM) 
cards for deposits and with- 
drawals. 

“By the end of 1995, a total 
of 20 million cards will be 
issued, including 10 million 
credit cards," he said. 
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Sports 
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LOS ANGELES (AFP.) — 
Peie believes Romano, Jor- 
ginho, Dunga and Marcio 
Santos can lead Brazil to 
their fourth World Cup on 
Sunday. 

^Tney are key players and, 
hopefully, can lead Brazil to 
ike 'World Cup," the 1970s 
idol' said here Friday. 

^‘Romario is a specialist 
pftiy*. Whenever he gets the 
ball' he's a very dangerous 
plSyer. He can make space 
ft# the other forwards or 
score himself," said the man 
who inspired Brazil to their 
third World Cup in 1970. 

’Although he agreed Bebe- 

to was important, Pele 

thought right-back Jorginho 
and central defender Mardo 
Santos could play a more 
important role in Sunday's 
final: 


Romario to do specialist job on Italy 


“Marcio Santos was the 
third-choice when this 
tournament started but now 
he! is the best central defen- 
der in the world," he said. 

‘‘.Dunga is the heart of Bra- 
zil. He is the man every 
national team should have 
and Jorginho makes the team 
think. He starts a lot of good 
moves down the right flank." 

Brazil can be thankful their 
injoiries came in their 
strongest department on the 
field — central defence. 

:Brazil had about eight cen- 
tral defenders before the 
event, and all would not have 
iooked out of place in a world 
championship winning team. 

-To lose both centre backs, 
Ricardo Rocha and Ricardo 
Gomes, would almost cer- 
tainly have been a major 


hamstring following their 
friendly match against El Sal- 
vador in Fresno, California 
on June 12. 

Ricardo Rocha hurt his 
groin during the first match 
against Russia June 20 and 
was substituted by Aldair 22 
minutes before the end. Since 
them Mardo Santos, who 
plays for French dub Bor- 
deaux, and AS Roma's 
Aldair have performed su- 
perbly. 

Thankfully, coach Carlos 
Alberto Parreira had no 
other serious injuries. An in- 
jury in his workmanlike mid- 
field — at least workmanlike 
by Brazilian standards — 
could have been disastrous as 
they do not have the strength 
in depth to cover. 

Brazil started well with five 
goals against Russia and 
Cameroon although a 1-1 
draw with Sweden and Rus- 
sia's subsequent six-goal 
thrashing of Cameroon put 
Brazil's performances into 
perspective. 


They had Leonardo, their 
enterprising left-back, sent 
off and banned for the rest of 
the tournament for smashing 
his elbow into Tab Ramos' 
face in the 1-0 second-round 
win over the United States. . 

And the two goals they 
conceded the Netherlands in 
the quarterfinals again raised 
doubts. 

But Branco, whose 30- 
metre free-kick clinched that 
3-2 win over the Dutch, has 
proved a more than satisfac- 
tory replacement for Leonar- 
do. 


blow to any other team. 
,£.ut 


replacements Aldair 
and- Marcio Santos have en- 
sured none of Brazil's three 
goals conceded in six matches 1 
have come through central 
defence. 

-Paris Saint Germain's 
Ricardo Gomes was ruled out 
ofche World Cup with a torn 


And the Romario-Bebeto 
partnership has looked better 
and better. 

Zinho probes intelligently 
behind the front-runners but 
with Rai a pale shadow of the 
man who led Sao Paolo to the 
1992 Intercontinental Cup, 
the attacking thrust provided 
by Dunga and Mazinho is 
steady but predictable. 


Team spirit may have been 
helped as eight of the 11 
probable starters against Italy 
play for European dubs. 

Getting away from the 
pressure of being a footballer 
in Brazil may prove to have 
been crucial preparation, 
according to team press 
liaison omceT John Potis. 

"Team spirit is good be- 
cause they did not have to 
suffer the weight of expecta- 
tion heaped on them by the 
Brazilian press before the 
event," said Polis. 

Europeanisation of the 
team has been a major critic- 
ism of Parreira. But he dis- 
agrees they have adopted a 
style in character with the old 
continent. 

He said in Europe they 
play long balls, whereas Bra- 
zil play short passes. He 
added Europeans tend to 
mark man-for-man whereas 
Brazil use a zonal system. 

"The only European trait 
we use is defensive discipline 
when we do not have the ball. 
South American sides in 

f sneral are weaker than in 
urope when they don't have 
possession" Parreira said. 

The only selection doubt 
for Sunday's final is whether 
Mazinho keeps his place 
ahead, of skipper Rai, who 
was kept out of the starting 
lineup by Mazinho from the 
start of die knockout stages. 

Mazinho, more of a work- 
horse than the creative Rai, 
was taken off after the first 
half of their semifinal against 
Sweden. Rai replaced him 
and will hope he did enough 
for a recall. 

"It's the coach who picks 
the side but I nope I play 
some of the match. We are 
determined to get revenge for 
losing in the 1982 finals," be 
said. 

Rai’s elder brother So- 
crates was in the side that lost 
3-2 to Italy in Spain when 
they only needed a draw to 
reach the semifinals. 



Romario 
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Wcockholm wins reception, Goteborg fnmes 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden 
(A?) — Sweden's battle for 
the World Cup trophy may 
b£ over, but plans for the 
team’s return home have be- 
efed up a rivalry between 
cities claiming to be the coun- 
tries soccer capital. 

The Swedish national 
ream, which reached the 
semittnals :n its best showing 
in years, is scheduled to re- 
turn Monday to a reception 
in Stockholm. But more than 
10.000 soccer fans have 
signed a petition calling for 
the celebration to be moved 
to the western coastal dty of 


Goteborg, about 480 
kilometres from Stockholm. 

Eight of the 22 players on 
the national squad live in 
Goteborg. Many play for the 


city's, most famous soccer 
dub 


dub IFK Goteborg, while 
five others have previously 


played for Goteborg teams. 

i truly be cal- 


“ Goteborg can i 
led Sweden's soccer capital,' 
said a letter Thursday signed 
by Goteborg ’s top dty and 
soccer offidals. 

The Goteborgs-Posten 
newspaper Friday was more 
blunt: "Why are they return- 
ing to Stockholm? The argu- 
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H The signature of tomorrows jewelry 
!| ‘ Gold - Gems 

is U designs . 


rjAmra Hotel Shops. 
:• Amman 


6th Circle 


Since 1988 


Rio de Janeiro 
Since 1975 


meats are as thin as prison 
soup." 

As Sweden's second largest 
dty, Goteborg lives in the 
shadow of the capital, often 
.complaining, that Stockholm 
steals the Hmeligbt and 
ignores all events — from 
spojts to politics — else- 
where. 

Among players ■ associated 
with Goteborg is veteran goal 
keeper Thomas RaveUi, who 
has made a record 116 
appearances for the national 
side. 

Local potitidans and Gun- 
nar Larsson, chairman of IFK 
Goteborg, supported the 
appeal. “Where would' it be 
more appropriate?" Larsson 
told. the Goteborgs-Posten.' 

The complaints are falling 1 
on deaf ears. The national 
soccer federation said Thurs- 
day it will not change its 
plans, and national media 
commented Friday that 
thousands of fans wfll be dis- 
appointed. 


“The national team has 
made sporting history. This is 
a feat of national interest and 
therefore it is appropriate 
that the celebrations are con- 
ducted in the Swedish capit- 
al," Michael Salzer of the 
federation said. 


Resigning its loss of the 
World Cup reception, Gote- 
borg is setting its sights on 
IFK Goteborg’s matches this 
fall in the European cham- 
pionship league. 

Sweden which was to play 
Bulgaria in the third-place 
game Saturday, whatever 
the result, it will be Sweden's 
best World Cup placing since 
finishing runner-up 1958 after 
Brazil. 


The national team arrives 
Monday afternoon to Stock- 
holm's Arlanda international 
airport. The team will then 
drive in convertibles through 
downtown Stockholm to a 
park where thousands of tens 
are expected to cheer them. 


LUXURIOUSLY 
BURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


hirst floor of 220 sq.m, in a two-floor building in the 
bast residential area, between the 4th & 5th Circles 
(near Guest’s Palace), Zahran Street — Jabal 
Amman, overlooking large beautiful private gar- 
dens. Consists of: Large salon, dining room, 2 
double bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, fully-equipped 
kitchen, laundry room with fully automatic W.M., 3 
balconies. 

Crystal chandeliers and chosen carpets. 

Central heating, telephone, colour TV, and video. 
Car park available. 

Suitable for a VIP family. 

Interested, call tel. 671509 



FOR SALE 


NEW MERCEDES "S" CLASS 1993, 4 DOORS 
STRETCHED 45 CM MERCEDES LIMOUSINE 500 SEL, 
ZERO MILEAGE, INCLUDING TV, 

VIDEO, STEREO, REFRIGERATOR, SEPARATE REAR 
AIR-CONDITION AND OFFICE COMPARTMENT, 
SUITABLE FOR AMBASSADORS AND BUSINESSMEN. 
CUSTOMS UNPAID 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE 
CALL:7I5S1S 




MITSUBISHI 
^ —ELECTRIC 



!- THE LEADERS OF JAPANESE TECHNOLOGY 

2- POWERFUL IN BOTH COOLING & HEATING 

3- GIVING COLDNESS TO THE WHOLE PLACE EQUALLY 

4- OBVIOUS POWER SAVING 

5- REMOTE CONTROL 

6- INSTALLING IS UNDER OUR SUPERVISING BY 0« 
PROFESSIONAL TEAM 



GENERAL AGENT 


AL NAJJAR ELECTRIC CO. 


JABAL ALHUSAIN TEL 666523 FAX 693459 



Hungarian 
to referee 
final 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Sandor Puhl of Hungary, 
who missed Mqpro Tasso tti 
breaking Luis Enrique's nose 
with his elbow, will referee 
the World Cup final between 
Brazil and Italy. 

Puhl, 39 on Thursday, 
booked two Spaniards in the 
Spain-Itaiy quarterfinal but 
missed the incident in which 
blood streamed down Enri- 
que's face after his nose was 
broken. 

Tassotti was later sus- 
pended for eight matches by 
FTFA after they had ex- 
amined video evidence to 
sanction an off- the- ball inci- 
dent for the first time. 

"We could not hold against 
Mr. Puhl an incident that 
happened behind his back," 
FIFA Assistant Secretary 
Michel Zen-Rufinen said Fri- 
day. 

Puhl also refereed the 
Brazil-Sweden first-round 
game when he showed Brazi- 
lian defender Aldair a yellow 
card, and Norway-Mexico 
when he booked a Mexican. 

Puhl is the first European 
to referee the World Cup 
final since 1978. A Brazilian 
handled the 1982 and 1986 
matches and a Mexican was 
charge in 1990 when a 
layer was sent off for the 
rst time. 
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Donadoni injury gives 
Sacchi another headache 


PASADENA 0*) — World 


Cup finalists Italy, sweating 
over the fitness of star striker 
Roberto Baggio, were dealt 
another blow when they 
learned experienced midfiel- 
der Roberto Donadoni had 
an injury problem. 

“Roberto (Donadoni) felt 
a pain in his left hamstring a 
few hours after the match (on 
Wednesday) and it got worse % 
daring the flight yesterday," ' 
said team doctor Andrea Fer- 
retti Friday. 

“It should be the kind of 
injury that dears op within 24 
hours but we are obviously 
keeping a very close eye on 

him -” 

Ferretti said there was little 
change in the condition of 
Baggio, who also has a ham- 
string problem. and is rated 
only 50-50 to play in Sunday’s 
final. Both Donadoni and 
Baggio were ordered to sit 
out training Friday. 

Baggio has steered triple 
champions Italy to the finals 
with five goals in the past 
three games and is deter- 
mined to play. 

“I just haven’t allowed my- 
self to think about musing 
the game," an Italian team 
spokesman quoted Baggio, 
who did not .appear at a 
breakfast time press confer- 
ence, as saying. 

“I don't feel any pain when 
I walk but there is a sharp 
sensation when I make quick 
movements.” 

Coach Arrigo Sacchi re- 
fused to discuss who could 
replace Baggio. 

Paima attacker Gianfranco 
Zola is available again after 
suspension while Giuseppe 
Signori, leading scorer in Ita- 
lian soccer for the past two 
seasons, could be promoted 
after starting the last two 
games on the bench. 

Sacchi also has problems in 
defence where both Mauro 
Tassotti and Alessandro Cos- 
tacurta are suspended. 

Roberto Mussi has taken 
over the right back spot from 
Tassotti in this World Cop 
but the loss of Costacurta. 
one of the Italian stars of die 
tournament, is a serious one. 

Sacchi has virtually ruled 
out recalling veteran captain 
Franco Baresi who has just 
resumed training after 
keyhole surgery to repair 



Roberto Baggio 


damaged knee cartilage. 

“As things stand today I 
would say that Baresi’s 
chances are very remote,” 
Sacchi said. Parma’s Luigi 
Apolkmi, who has won just 
three caps, is the likely depu- 
ty for 


Italy have triumphed over 
adversity throughout the 
tournament, scoring vital 
wins over Norway and Niger- 
ia when down to 10 men and 
Sacchi hopes this spirit can 
compensate for any absen- 


“I am very happy to coach 
ixcellent 


a group -of excellent profes- 
sionals who have shown such 
character," he said. 

'‘Baggio is a very great 
player and if be were unavail- 
able then we would lose 
something. It would be up to 
the rest of the team to pro- 
duce a little bit extra to make - 
good the loss." . 

“With this squad anything 
is possible and we have our 
sights fixed on the Cap. 


Sacchi was associated with 
thrilling attacking soccer 
when he coached Milan to 
the European Cup in 1989 
and 1990 but his Italian team 
have failed to scale such 
heights with their play. 

* * thought we played very 
good soccer in the first half of 
the semifinal with Bulgaria,” 
Sacchi said when questioned 
on his team’s performaces. ' 
“It would have been very 
difficult for my Milan team to 
play as it did in these condi- 
tions, in this heat .. it’s very 
hard to put pressure on oppo- 
nents and have good move- 
ment off the ball here." 

Sacchi did not agree that 
most neutrals in Pasadena’s 
Rose Bowl stadium Sunday 
would be rooting for Brazil, a 
team which has not matched 
the skills of its illustrious 
predecessors but has been 
better to watch than Italy. 

“I think that the fans will 
support the team which pro- 
duces the best soccer on the 
day;” be said. 


Row flares over Russian flop 


MOSCOW (R) — The row 
over Russia’s poor perform- 
ance in the World Cup flared 
again Saturday when assis- 
tant team coach Yuri Semin 
accused many players of let- 
ting the side down. 

Semin — speaking to Sport 
Express newspaper — was 
particularly critical of Benfica 
forward Sergei Yuran, who 
be said had given up after 
being dropped following a 
poor performance in the first 
game. * 

The fiery Yuran was kick- 
ed out of the squad after the 
first round games following a 
reportedly neated row with 
coach Pavel Sadyrin. 

Russia, deprived before 
the tournament began of 
several stars by a player 
mutiny against Sadyrin, lost 
2-0 to Brazil and 3-1 to 
Sweden before regaining 
some pride in a 6-1 victory 
over Cameroon. 

Semin said the players had 
split into different camps 


from the start, wrecking any 
attempts to instil a team spir- 
it 

“Our team could not unite. 
Personal ambitions pre- 
vailed. The players objected 
to each other, toe trainers, to 
the whole world. And as a 
result they looked as though 
they objected to soccer," said 
Semin. 

The Russian substitutes 
were so envious of those on 
the pitch against Sweden that 
only one of toe 11 players on 
the bench cheered when Rus- 
sia took an early. 1-0 lead, 
Semin said. 

The same thing happened 
when Oleg Salenko scored a 
World Cup record five goals 
against Cameroon. 

Semin acknowledged it had 
been a mistake to rely so 
much on Yuran — who only 
scored a handful of goals for 
Benfica last season — in toe 
first game against Brazil. 


“You could say he gave 
up," said Semin. 


First Floor of a ViDa for Rent 

First floor, 250m 2 , consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
American system salon 4X1 2m with a balcony (12X2}, 
sitting room (5X5), all are opened to a glassed-in balcony, 
intercom. A garden, telephone and all services are 
independent. Located behind Regency Hotel. 

Please call tel. 667437 
We can rent the two floors for a family or a firm. 


“If a person cannot create 
a single worthwhile chance 
over 90 minutes he is not 
worth a penny. Even if toe 
opponents are Brazil," Semin 
said. 

Yuran, still in the process 
of arranging a transfer to 
English premier division side 
Arsenal, virtually stopped 
training after he realised he 
would be dropped. 


The Russian team also 
fined defender Sergei Goriu- 
kovich and striker Dmitry 
Radchenko $5,000 each for 
brealring team rules, but gave 
no further details. 

Semin said be had no idea 
whether Sadyrin would res- 
ign- The manager announced 
before toe World Cup he 
would step down if the team 
performed poorly. 

The daily Izvestia news- 
paper, tongue firmly in 
cheek, said toe team was 
lucky dictator Josef Stalin 
was not still in power. 

Izvestia predicted Sadyrin 
would have disappeared im- 
mediately — Russian shor- 
thand for a summary execu- 
tion — while Yuran, Rad- 
chenko and Gorlukovich 
would be. banned for life. 

Champions Spartak Mos- 
cow, who provided most of 
toe national team players, 
would be kicked out of the 
premier division. 

“Russian Soccer Federa- 
tion chairman Vyacheslav 
Eoloskov would be sacked, 
kicked out of the Communist 
Party, struck from the list of 
those allowed to eat in Krem- 
lin cafeteria and forbidden to 
live in Moscow," the paper 
said. 


ACCOUNTANT REQUIRED 


An insurance company is seeking to recruit 
a qualified accountant with the following 
qualifications: 

- B.A. in accounting 

- Excellent command of English language 

- Office administration and business com- 
munication are a must 

- Computer skills . 

- Age no more than 25 years 

☆No experience required 
Interested candidates should send 
C.V.s to: . 


their 


The Ass’t General Manager 
(Accounting) 

P.O. Box 300 
Amman 81111 Jordan 
No later than July 27th 1994 



VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF 
FLATS , WITH OR WITHOUT 
FURNITURE. 

1 PLEASE CALL : JORDAN PROPERTY 

1 CONSULTANTS TEL : 829882 f 8.29883 



SAAB 9000, 1992, 17.5 KMS, ONE | 
OWNER, EXCELLENT CONDITION, 
FIVE DOORS,' AUTOMATIC, A/C, 
ABS, ALL - POWER, PRICE JD28.000 1 
PLEASE CALL 663782 AFTER SPM 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Single floor flat, consists of two bedrooms. Sitting, 
living & dining rooms, with a porch, small garden. 
Separate heating & tel. 

Located near Region Hotel. 

Please call 671860 
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1M BRIEF 

Thai schools to close after Cup final 

BANGKOK (R) — Thailand's education authorities have 
told schools they can close Monday to let teacbere and 
students catch up on their sleep after watching the World 
Cup soccer find. The Nation newspaper said Saturday 
many schools had opted to - close for the day or at least 
cancel the first classes to let fans rest after watching live 
coverage of the Italy versus Brazil game, which starts at 
2.35 a.m. local time. 

Decree altered to award footballers 

SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria’s parliament amended a decree 
Friday to allow the national soccer team to be awarded the 
highest state honour for their World Cup performance. The 
'“Stara Planina” order — named after a mountain range 
running through Bulgaria — was hitherto available only to 
foreign heads of state and other prominent figures for 
service to Bulgaria. Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, 
Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi and late East German 
leader Erich Honecker were among those who received it 
during communist rule. Bulgaria, which had never won a 
match in the finals until this year, beat Greece, Mexico, 
Argentina and Germany before loosing to Italy 2-1 in the 
semifinal Sunday. 

Taekwondo, triathlon eyed as medal sports 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colorado (AFP)— Taekwondo 
and triathlon probably will be included as new medal sports 
at the 2000 Olympics in Sydney, Australia, International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) President Juan Antonio Samar- 
anch said. Samaranch, speaking at the U.S. Olympic 
Training Centre here, also said boxing “is safe" as an 
Olympic sport despite judging and safety controversies. 
Samaranch also said U.S. hopeful Salt Lake City bas a 
strong chance to receive the 2002 Winter Olympics, citing 
the small margin the city lost by to Nagano, Japan, for the 
1998 games. Ten bidders for tbe 2002 Winter Games will be 
reduced to four in January, with a final decision to be made 
next June. 

Car driver suffers heart attack 

BOLIVAR, Mo. (AP) — Race car driver Rob Biellier of 
Willard, Mo., suffered a heart attack and died Friday night 
while competing at Speedway U.S.A. authorities said. 
Biellier was racing in the late model stock division when his 
car slowed and brushed lightly against the retaining wall, 
track spokeswoman Debbie Handley said Saturday. A 
small fire broke out, but an accident crew put it out before 
it reached the cockpit, Handley said. Biellier, 45, was taken 
to Citizens Memorial Hospital, where he was pronounced 
dead. The hospital listed cardiac arrest as cause of death. 

Devers to skip Goodwill Games 

LOS ANGELES (AFP) — Reigning Olympic and world 
100 metres champion Gail Devers has withdrawn from the 
Goodwill Games, coach Bob Kersee said. Devers injured 
her left leg during the indoor season and aggravated the leg 
pain during the U.S. indoor championships last March in 
Atlanta. The injury has forced Devers off her normal 
training schedule, preventing her from competing in the 
multi-sport event which starts next Saturday m St. Peters- 
burg, Russia. Devers won the 100m and 100m hurdles at 
last year’s wrHd championships and was the 100m gold 
medalist at the Barcelona Olympics. 

Cut eye costs Johnson title 

BANGKOK (R) — Thailand’s Daorang Chuvatana won 
the World Boxing Association (WBA) bantamweight 
championship Saturday when titleholder American John 
Michael Johnson was forced to retire with a cut above the 
eye after the first round. 

Women’s Commonwealth basketball scrapped 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) — Organisers called off the 
women’s Commonwealth basketball championships in 
Kedah state because of the number of withdrawals. But 
chief organiser Chuah Boon Kheng said the men’s contest 
would go ahead from Tuesday, with England favourites 
among tbe six competing countries. Canada, Singapore. 
Nigeria, Hong Kong and Malaysia have also confirmed 
their participation in the biennial championships to be 
played at the Sin Min Independent Secondary School in 
Kedah. New Zealand, Australia, Scotland, West Samoa 
and Tanzania hate withdrawn from the event. England 
won the last championship in Scotland in 1992. 

Swedish defender joins German league 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Swedish World Cup defender 
Roger Ljung has signed for German dub Duisburg in 
£500,000 move from Turkish dub Galatasaray. Ljung was 
said to be unhappy in Turkey and had differences with his 
club's German coach, Karlheinz Feldkamp. The player was 
unable to appear in Sweden’s final World Cup game, 
Saturday's third place play-off against Bulgaria, because he 
had two yellow cards. 
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Opening lead: Nine «*f ♦ 

When you encounter n bad break, 

don't immediately throw in (he ton - 
el- Sometimes there's a way tr. sur- 
vive. Witness this hand, repnrfed by 
England's David Bird. 

East's three- ipade preempt 
caused both Ninth and South to 
stretch a liule. The resull wm a 
slam which, if you never bid a worse 
one, would make you a wealthy nun. 
but looking at the combined assets 
you would not mind resting in a safe 


OUR COOL 
game. 

West led the top nf the doubleton 
in partner's suit, won by dummy'B 
ace. With a Mire club laser and a 
two-way dium»nd finesse, it might 
seem declarer would need a 3-2 
trump split, but that possibility was 
soon brushed aside when, at the sec- 
ond trick, declarer led a low trump 
from the table and East discarded a 
spade. 

With three winners in the black 
suits. d?dorer sow the slam could 
squeak home with four diamond 
tricks and five trumps. However, de- 
clarer could afford !■> ruff only one 
spade, since West could not hold 
more than a dnublelon. 

Declarer won the second trick 
with the trump ace and continued 
with a trump. West was forced to 
play nn honor and the queen wnn. 
.’south returned t» hand with the 
king of clubs and successfully ran 

the jack of diamonds. A diamond to 
the ten alro won and. after unblock- 
ing the ace. declarer ruffed a spade 

in hand and cashed the king of 
diamonds. 

The stage was set. A club W the 
ace and a dub hack forced West to 
ruff partner’s trick and _ West’s 
forced return from the jack of 
trumps was into declarer's K 9 ten- 
u«. Just mudet 


Cinema 



Injured Christie to miss 
showdown with Burrell 
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Iran 
allows 
women to 

watch live 
football 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
spoils authorities decided to 
waive a law barring women 
from watching live sports 
events and allow them to 
attend the Asian Football 
Youth Games opening here 
Monday, the official Iranian 
news agency IRNA said Sun- 
day. 

Football federation chief 
Amir Abedini told IRNA 
tbat families would be 
allowed in stadiums during 
the games to accompany their 
teenage children who were 
too young to attend on their 
own. 

However, the ban would 
only be lifted for matches 
between under- 16 footballers 
from Iran, Indonesia, India 
and Bahrain, in group four of 
tbe Asian Gaines, he said. 

Women were banned from 
public sports events after the 
1979 Islamic revolution as 
part of moves to segregate 
the sexes according to Islamic 
principles. 

The latest decision 
appeared to be a compromise 
between tbe federation, 
which wants the ban lifted, 
and Islamic hardliners 
opposed to any easing of the 
restriction. 

The federation announced 
July 9 that women would be 
-allowed into stadium to 
watch football matches live, 
prompting sharp criticism 
from the radicals. 

“What is the purpose of 
having women at our sta- 
diums and to what degree 
could their presence help our 
young footballers achieve 
success?” asked the daily 
Kayhan. 
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LONDON (AFP) — Bri- 
tain’s Olympic sprint cham- 
pion Linford Christie has 
withdrawn from his 100m 
cladi with new world re- 
cord holder Leroy Burrell 
at the Goodwill Games in 
St. Petersburg July 25. 

Christie, who was also 
scheduled to race the veter- 
an Carl Lewis, suffered a 
slight hamstring tear at 
Crystal Palace last Friday 
and saw his physiotherapist 
Saturday. 

On Tuesday, he will visit 
his specialist in Munich to 
find out whether the injury 
threatens his bid for a third 
successive European title in 
Helsinki in three weeks. 

Agent Sue Barrett said 
today Christie still did not 
know the full extent of the 
injury, but was hopeful of 
being ready for Helsinki. 

Christie has also pulled 
out of grand prix meetings 
in Nice Monday and Oslo 
Friday — as well as 
Wednesday's GB-USA in- 
ternational at Gateshead. 

His confrontation with 
Burrell was billed as one of 
the major races of the sea- 
son — with foe Americans 
having no major cham- 
pionship to contest this 
summer. 

Christie was looking for- 
ward to proving a point 
after being accused of 
avoiding Burrell. 

But he has always in- 
sisted that titles mean more 
than times and that his 
main targets for foe sum- 
mer were defences of his 
European and Common- 
wealth crowns. 

“A world record can be 
taken away from you,” he 
says. “But a championship 
gold medal is yours for 
ever." 

Track colleague Colin 
Jackson, who pulled out of 
Friday’s sprint hurdles with 
a groin strain, is unlikely to 
run in Nice, but expects to 
be back in action for tbe 
Goodwill Games. 





I I Unique football. 

From: 

DAJANI’S 

Unique Jewelry of 
gold & gems. 

DAJAMrS; 

in Brazil & Jordan, Amman, Amra Hotel 
Shops. 6th Circle. 


¥msmSM& FLATS FOR RENT 

A separate building consisting of 6 furnished flats with car 
parks and lift. Each flat consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, 
dining room, two bathrooms and store room with separate 
central heating for each flat. Located in one of the most 
beautiful areas of Mecca Street — Jaber Shopping Centre 
directly. Each flat will be rented annually. 

Call the owner tel. 863714 



NEW MERCEDES "S" CLASS 1993, 4 DOORS 
STRETCHED 45 CM MERCEDES LIMOUSINE 500 SEL, 
ZERO MILEAGE, INCLUDINGTV, 

VIDEO, STEREO, REFRIGERATOR, SEPARATE REAR 
AIR-CONDITION AND OFFICE COMPARTMENT, 
SUITABLE FOR AMBASSADORS AND BUSINESSMEN. 
CUSTOMS UNPAID 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE 
CALL:715815 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


Tel.; 677420 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


n ^ Louis Gossett — in 

11 x MIDNIGHT STING 

A Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


Nabila Obeid and Farouk Al 
Fishawi 
in 

Unveiling The Sec- 
rets 
Arabic 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 3-IW MS. M.TU. 
10:30 



Sweden beat France, move 
into Davis Cup semifinals 


Agencies 

SWEDEN knocked France 
out of foe Davis Cup Snxiday 
just hours after French tennis 
lost one of its Davis Cop 
masters. 

Stefan Edberg put Sweden 
in the Davis Cup semifinals 
as be beat Cedric Piohne of 
France in the first of Sunday 
reverse singes, 6-4, 6-3, 6-1, 
played in Cannes, France. 

In foe meaningless second 
singes, France’s Olivier De- 
lator beat Henrik Holm, 64, 
6-3 in a match reduced to best 
of three sets. Delator was 
called to substitute for 
Arnaud Boetsch, who had to 
withdraw due to shoulder and 
hip problems. 

Sweden now awaits foe 
winner of the U.S.- 
Netheriands quarterfinal. It 
was the seventh time tbat 
Sweden has won against 
France in 10 Davis Cup meet- 
ings. 

Ironically, France lost this 
year’s Davis Cup quarterfinal 
to Sweden hours after Jean 
Borotra, one of the famed 
“tour musketeers' of French 
tennis, died. 

A minute of silence was 
held before die start of the 
day’s play. 

Borotran led France to six 
consecutive David Cup titles 
between 1927 and 1932. He 
was president at 93 in foe 
lockerroom when France 
won the next time in 1991. 

Since foen France has gone 
out in foe quarterfinals. 

With temperatures above 0 
degrees centigrade (104 F) on 
foe court for foe third day, 
Edberg easily beat Piohne. 

Edberg had lost in the first 
round at die French Open 
and the second round at 
Wimbledon after winning six 
Grand Slam tides. 

‘Tor me it was important 
to go out there and play well 
after what has happened foe 
last couple months.” Edberg 
said, who didn't lose a set in 
two matches here. 

“1 played two good match- 
es in a row and it was nice to 
go out there and do what I 
usually can do,” Edberg said. 

Edberg waited until the 


seventh game of the first set 
to gflbi -tbe pivotal break. 
Then went on to take the first 
set in 50 minutes. 

There were few long rallies 
in foe match, each gaining 
service winners or making 
quick errors in tbe heat. 

The Swede continued to 
■ roll. He won the second set in 
35 minutes, jumping to a 3-1 
lead and breaking Piofine’s 
service for a second time in 
foe ninth game. 

Edberg went ahead 5-0 in 
foe third set that had the 
home French crowd hooting 
and whistling at Piolme’s play 
before foe Frenchman won a 
game. 

Edberg served and con- 
cluded foe match in 2 hours, 
2 minutes. 

In Saturday’s doubles, Jan 
Apel and Jonas Bjorfcman of 
Sweden easily beat France’s 
Delaitre and Jean-Philrppe 
Fleurian, 6-1, 64, 64'. 

In Friday’s singes, France 
and Sweden tied 1-1. Edberg 
won the opener over Boetsch 
6-3, 6-2, 7-6 (74), beating foe 
Frenchman for the seventh 
straight time without losing a 
set. 

Pioline, making his Davis 
Cop debut after ending a 
feud with French tennis offi- 
cials, pulled France even by 
beating Holm, 64, 6-3, 7-5 in 
a match nearly three hours. 

Guy Forget, who readied 
the Wimbledon quarterfinals, 
isn’t playing for France be- 
cause of concerns about bis 
knee. He recently returned to 
foe tour from a year off after 
knee surgery. 


Germany into 


In Halle, Germany, Ger- 
man Michael Stich took the 
defending champions 
through to the Davis- Cup 
s emifinals after a bitterly- 
fought victory over Spam’s 
Serg Brugnera Sunday. 

Stich gave Germany an un- 
beatable 3-1 lead by winni ng 
7-6, 5-7, 7-5, 6-2 in the first 
reverse singes and ensured 
that his team would play 
either Russia or the Czech 
Republic in the last four in 
September. 


Stich, a former Wimbledon 
champion and the world 
number four, won the first set 
tiebreak 74. 

Ihe second set gave the 
12,400 spectators a display of 
excellent grasscourt tennis. 
Stich saved four set points 
before allowing Brugnera, 
the French Open champion, 
to level the match. 

In Rotterdam, Dutchman 
Richard Krajicek fought his 
way past American world 
number one Pete Sampras to 
level the score in their Davis 


With foe score at 2-2, the 
outcome of the World group 
tie binged on Sunday’s 
second reverse singles be- 
tween Jim Courier, for the 
United States, and Jacco 

■Kl tingh . 

Krajicek beat Sampras 2-6, 
7-5, 7-6, 7-5 in three hours 
eight minutes. 

Sampras, who beat Eltingh 
in straight sets Friday, started 
out well Sunday, breaking 
Krajicek in the opening 
game. 

In foe second set, Krajicek 
came dose to losing his ser- 
vice in foe opening game 
again but saved a breakpoint 
and broke the American in 
the following game. 

Sampras’s serve began to 
falter and be was broken 
again in the 12th gam e to lose 
the set. After an exchange of 
breaks in tbe third, the set 
went to a tiebreak which Kra- 
jicek won 7 S. 

Tbe fourth set was inter- 
rupted by a light aircraft circ- 
ling over tbe stadium trailing 
a banner wishing Eftmgb,- 
who was in the winning dou- 
bles pair Saturday, good luck 
for his match against Courier. 

Tbe third set saw Brugnera 
miss out on two break points 
which would have given him 
a 2-0 lead. 

Widely-regarded as a day- 
court specialist, Brugoera 
showed outstanding qualities 
on foe grass at Halle, adapt- 
ing with ease to tbe served 
and-volley tactics that the fast 
surface requires. 

But in the fourth set, Stich 
finally took control after 
more than two hours. 


THERE ARE MANY 
ROADS TO SUCCESS... 

HERE ARE 58 OF THEM 

And the “road map" you need is the FREE ICS Career Kit — the same Career Kit we’ve sent to 
millions of men and women all over the world, it works— and it can work for you„ 

ICS doesn’t promise you success; no legitimate educational institution does. But we DO promise 
that, if you mail this ad to us, we'll send you the Career Kit in the career area of your choice, 
without obligation, and get you started down the career road of your choice...the road that leads to 
success and a better life. 

Please select one number only. Although you may wish to enroll in .additional ICS courses later 
on, experience has shown that there is a far better chance for success when the student 
concentrates on one career area. 

SEND FOR FREE FACTS-NO O B LIGATION . 

O f ran/ UNK INTERCONTINENTAL ImMWmW 

f&lJNK K3S Programs, Dept FZT74 11=9) 

P.O. Box 52796. Riyadh 11573, Sauri Arabia 

Fax: 464-9733 SINCE 1880 


n» WtrifsWrwytmi Inter 
ItMMHUvAr 
Men nmlh toms. 

ASSOCIATE IN SPECIALIZED 
BUSINESS DEGREE PROGRAMS 

60 Business Management 

61 Accounting 

80 Business Management 
with option in Marketing 

81 Business Management - 
with option in finance 

64 Applied Computer Science 
68 Hospitality Management 

ASSOCIATE IN SPECIALIZED 
TECHNOLOGY 
DEfiREE PROGRAMS 
67 Bectrarics Technology 
63 CtvS Engineering Technology 

62 Mechanical Engineering Technology 

65 Electrical Engineering Technology 

66 Industrial Engineering Technology 

Got FREE Information— 

HAIL OR FAX ENTIRE AO TODAY 


CAREER DIPLOMA PROGRAMS — 

01 Computer Programming in BASIC 87 TV/Vkieo Repair 

07 U.S. High School Diploma 04 Auto Mechanics 

02 Electronics 12 Interior Decoratii 

05 Hotel/Restaurant Management 18 Bookkeeping 

13 Professional Secretary 06 Electrician 

35 Travel Agent 03 Child Day Cara 

14 AkGondmbnIng& Refrigeration 38 Personal Compu 

59 Catering/Gourmet Cooking 29 Police Sciences 

23 Medical Office Assistant 10 Private Security 1 


51 Fashion Merchandising 
33 Motorcycle Repair 

52 Surveymu & Mapping 

22 WfldHe/rorestry ConsarvatJa 
47 Animal Care Specialist 
2606 Budding Trades 
106 General Business 
16 Practical English 
89 Small Engine Repair 
50 Starting Your Own Business 
08 Legal Assistant 


04 Auto Mechanics 
12 Interior Decorating 
18 Bookkeeping 
06 Electrician 
03 Child Day Cara 
38 Personal Computer Specialist 
29 Police Sciences . 

10 Private Security Officer 
09 Legal Secrtf ary 

55 Diesel Mechanics « 

94 Fitness & Nutrition CD 

85 Drafting jr 

26GA Architecture 
26QC Machine Shop 
161 Engineering 

41 JoumaGsm/Short Story Writing 
40 Photography 

70 Computer-Assisted Small Business 
Management 


69 Computer Programming in COBOL 79 Electronics Technician 
48 Computer-Assisted Bookkeeping 91 Cartooning 
42 Dressmaking & Design 27 Personal Computer Re 


91 cartooning 

27 Personal computer Repair 
26 Teacher Aide 
' 30 floral Design 


Write the Humber at the on career that interests yon 

MR / MRS / MISS ■ ■ 

PLEASE PRINT 
ADDRESS 


COUNTRY. 


’OSTAL CODE 


.PHONE 



Save water ... 
every, drop counts! 


: 618275 1 XeL: 675571 Nabil & Hfeham's T eL: 625155 

I NabU AI Mashinl TlB^tra ARLAN THEATRE 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD 
GREEN CARD 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8-JO, 10:30 


. . Today & Everyday 

INDECENT PROPOSAL 800131 comedy* 

Shows: 12-JO, 3-J0, 6:15, 8:30 ™NCTURBD RAG” 


Present their pfay> 

WHAT A PpEACEI 

(Salary Ya Salam) 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre is dosed on Tues 
days; 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saddam offers ‘peace and 


Islam urged to shun extremism security 5 to neighbours 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian Religious Affaire Minister 
Mohammad Ali Mahgoub opened the first conference for 
Egyptain clerics on Sunday calling on Islam to distance 
itself from extremism. He told the conference Islam should 
be “far from the extremism of extremists and the assaults of 
assailants.” Speaking to about 1,500 clerics from around 
Egypt, Mr. Mahgoub urged clerics to be ’’progressive” and 
“live the reality of the people and their lives* demands.” 
The grand sheikh of At Azhar, Gad A1 Haq Ali Gad A! 
Haq, also urged the clerics to clarify to people “the image 
which Islam defines as to how their behaviour and acts 
should be.” The four-day conference is aimed at countering 
what official Muslim ranks see as the deviation and 
extremism of militant groups. Mr. Mahgoub said earlier 

this week that Muslim scholars were preparing studies in 

response to 29 books and research papers written by 
Muslim extremists against the state. The religious affairs 
ministry controls about SO per cent of the 170,000 mosques 
in Egypt, Mr. Mahgoub said, adding he hoped it would be 
able to control the rest within one year. Small mosques, 
particularly in troubled areas in southern Egypt, are often 
used by militants as recruitment centres. 


U.N. to evacuate 1,500 Somalis from Yemen 


SANAA (AFP) — The United Nations is to evacuate some 
1.500 Somali refugees from the southern Yemeni city of 
Aden back to Somalia next week, U.N. spokesman Nejib 
Friji said here Sunday. “An initial contingent of 763 
refugees will be evacuated, Monday and a similar number 
of Somalis (...) are to leave Aden next Sunday." Mr. Friji 
said. A ship chartered by the United Nations will take the 
Somalis from a camp at A! Hanim. in the Abyan 
govemorate in southern Yemen, to Berbara in northwest- 
ern Somalia. Out of 60,000 Somalis who sought shelter in 
Yemen from war and famine in their own country more 
than three years ago. 5.000 are currently registered in 
Yemen according to international aid workers. The re- 
fugees were forced to flee their orrigina! camp in A1 Kud. 
on the Gulf of Aden coast, during Yemen's two-month civil 
war which ended on July 7 when troops loyal to President 
Ali Abdullah Saich seized Aden. Mr. Friji said evacuations 
would continue if other Somalis requested to leave the 
country. 


Report: Iraq selling Kuwaiti 'treasures’ 


LONDON (AP) — Iraq is trying to sell some of Kuwait's 
most precious royal treasures on the international black 
market, a British newspaper reported Sunday. The Sunday 
Times said Scotland Yard's international and organised 
crime branch had uncovered a ring dealing in Kuwaiti 
antiquities in Switzerland, London and New York, and 
arrrested “two wealthy Middie Eastern dealers” in Lon- 
don. It said a third man was arested in Switzerland. The 
report identified three Kuwaiti-owned items seized this 
year by British investigators in London. A 13th-century 
bronze lamp valued at 5600,000. two candlesticks from the 
14th and 15th centuries worth 550,000, and an Iranian 


carpet worth $32,500. The report could not be indepen- 
dently verified Sunday. Scotland Yard spokesman told the 
Associated press they would not comment. 


U.N. official caught in Somali crossfire 


MOGADISHU (R) — The U.N. secretary-general's spe- 
cial representative in Somalia. Ghanaian Ambassador 


Victor Gbeho. escaped unhurt when his convoy was caught 
in a crossfire be ween warring Somali factions, a U.N. 
spokesman said on Sunday. The incident happened near 
Mogadishu airport on Friday when Mr. Gbeho was 
returning from an official U.N. reception at the U.N.’s 
southern compound. Military spokesman Major Rich 
McDonald said Mr. Gbeho’s convoy came under “indirect 
fire” during a fight between members of the Somali 
National Alliance (SNA) of warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aidecd and an armed group belonging to the Murosade 
clan. The lead vehicle in the convoy was hit, but there were 
no casualties. 


Kuwaitis to receive compensation payments 


KUWAIT (AP) — The first Kuwaitis to be compensated 
for losses caused by the Iraqi occupation will receive their 
cheques next month, on the founh anniversary of the 
invasion, a senior official said Sunday. Some 303 indi- 
viduals who were seriously hurt or lost members of their 
family during the seven-month occupation will be handed a 
total of 51.4 million. Adel Ass cm. director of the govern- 
ment body responsible for assessing damages, told the 
Associated press. The emirate estimates its losses from the 
Iraqi occupation at more than SI 70 billion, not including 
damage to the environment and possible damage to the 
natural oil reservoirs. The Security Council decided at the 
end of the Guif war th.it Iraq should pay war reparations to 
Kuwait and all individuals who suffered because of its 
invasion of the emirate. The C.N. Compensation Commis- 
sion decided to unfreeze Iraq's oil-based funds to pay for 
the i epa rations it approved for Kuwaitis and nationals of 
about in other countries. 
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QUALITY APARTMENTS 

FOR YOUR STAY IN AMMAN 


DIFFERENT SIZES. 
MODERN & ELEGANT FURNITURE. 
FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHENETTES. 
SATELLITE TV. 

DIRECT DIAL TELEPHONES. 
CONVENIENT LOCATION. 
FREE PARKING ON PREMISES. 

daily rates. 


5 th circle - Towards King Abdullah Gardens, 
Amman .Jordan. Tel! 674563 Fix 674551 F.O.Sox S30127 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Ira- 
qi President Saddam Hussein 
offered “peace and security” 
to neighbouring Arab states 
Sunday on the eve of a U.N. 
review of sanctions imposed 
after Iraq’s August 1990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

President Saddam called 
on Arab countries which had 
opposed the invasion to “re- 
turn to reason and no longer 
insist on banning" his coun- 
try. in a speech quoted by the 
official Iraqi News Agency 
IN A. 

He told Iraq's Arab neigh- 
boure: "We confirm our offer 
of peace and security to those 
who need it. including lead- 
ers who have harmed us, if 
this can be useful to our 
(Arab) Nation." 

His speech, monitored in 
Cyprus, was to mark the 26th 
anniversary of the ruling 
Baath Party's seizure of pow- 


Rockets 
kill 11 
in Kabul 


KABUL (Agencies) — 
Opponents of Afghan Presi- 
dent Burtaanuddin Rabbani 
rained rockets on the capital 
Kabul overnight, killing at 
least 11 people and injuring 
more than 40, a spokesman 
for presidential forces said on 
Sunday. 

At least 360 rockets were 
fired by anti-Rabbani forces 
led by Prime Minister Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar and 
northern warlord General 
Adbul Rashid Dostum during 
the night over areas of Kabul 
controlled by Mr. Rabbani 
forces, the spokesman said. 

Most casualties were civi- 
lians. he said, “it was noisy 
night with huge bangs heard 
all oveT night," one resident 
said. “The rockets were rain- 
ing all over the place.” 

Presidential forces fired 
artillery and rockets on 
opposition positions in the 
south and east of Kabul but 
there were no immediate re- 
ports of casualties. 

More than 200 people have 
been killed in battles in 
Kabul in the past three 
weeks. 

Most of Kabul has reduced 
to nibble and more than 
11.500 people have been kil- 
led in fighting for supremacy 
since Mujahedeen guerrillas 
took power from former 
communists in April 1992 af- 
ter 14 years of civil war. 

The bloodiest battles have 
been between forces loyal to 
Mr. Hekmatyar and Mr. 
Rabbani who turned their 
guns each other after the 
communist regime was 
thrownout. killing thousands 
of people, most of them civi- 
lians, in their bloody battle 
for power. 

It's not clear what sparked 
Saturday's assault, but in the 
past few weeks Mr. Rabba- 
ni's troops have reported 
some gains into Hekmatyar- 
con trolled areas. 

Mr. Hekmatyar is deman- 
ding Mr. Rabbani *s resigna- 
tion. something the president 
has refused until his rivals lay 
down their arms. 

The state security depart- 
ment came under attack in 
the latest barrage of rockets, 
sources said. 

A senior official of state 
security — formerly the sec- 
ret police known as Khad 
during the communist regime 
— said a staff cook was killed 
during the rocket attack. 

“We are a military target. 
We don’t complain when we 
are hit, bat we do complain 
when civilian areas are 
targened." the official said. 

Terrified civilians fled in 
panic as the attack produced 
sounds on rolling thunder 
and sky-high geysers of din, 
dust and fixing fragments. 

Afghan guards outside the 
Iranian embassy, which is 
situation next to the state 
security department, said half 
a dozen rockets exploded in- 
side the mission compound, 
but no injuries were re- 
ported. 

With the exception of In- 
donesia, which maintains a 
low-level skeleton staff, Iran 
is die only functioning fore- 
ign mission m Kabul. 

At least six state security 
vehicles were damaged by 
shrapnel from direct rocket 
strikes. 


His speech was particularly 
aimed at Gulf states which 
have signed defence and 
military cooperation accords 
with Western countries since 
1990, notably the United 
States. 

“Security guaranteed by 
cordial relations within the 
same (Arab) Nation cannot 
be replaced by foreign 
fleets," President Saddam 
said, adding that “protection 
from, and dependence on, 
foreign countries is a dishon- 
our.” 

President Saddam warned 
that his offer should not be 
viewed as a sign of weakness. 

“It has become known to 


not say whether his govern- 
ment would abide by a Secur- 
ity Council resolution asking 
Baghdad to recognise Kuwait 
within newly demarcated 
borders. 


Iraq says it recognises 
Kuwait's old borders, but 


everybody — and I do not 
imagine that they (Arab ml- 


President Saddam also cal- 
led on the United Nations to 
“keep to its commitments” 
on lifting the embargo. He 
said Iraq had fulfilled its side 
of the bargain and the tide of 
European opinion bad turned 
in its favour. 

The U.N. Security Council 
is due to review the sanctions 
again Monday. 


imagine that they (Arab rul- 
ers) do not realise — that we 
fear no one but the Almigh- 
ty,” he said. 

He said the past few years 
had shown that all efforts to 
undermine bis government 
were in vain. 

“The years that have pas- 
sed between 1990 and the 
present are enough to guide 
those for whom God wishes 
wisdom... to desist from re- 
verting to til will... for their 
overt wishes shall not be ful- 
filled.” he said. 

No conditions were set by 
President Saddam and he did 


senior Iraqi officials have 
hinted the issue could be 
resolved. 

President Saddam said 
Baghdad had cooperated to 
“ease” the implementation of 
U.N. resolutions — especial- 
ly those concerning Iraq's 
long-term disarmament. 

He noted “a distinct 
change in Europe’s attitude 
in general and certain (Euro- 
pean) places in particular, 
where people are demanding 
that the U.N. keep to its 
pledges... with a view to a 
total lifting of the embargo.” 

The Security Council re- 
newed sanctions in March, 
but was divided on the issue 
for the first time since they 
were adopted, with Russia, 
France, China and Brazil 
asking for Iraqi progress in 
meeting the resolutions to be 
recognised. 

The trade sanctions have 
cut off Iraqi oil exports, a 
major source of income. 

“The international attitude 
towards Iraq will be better 



Saddam Hussein 


22 suspects in subversion 


cases appear in court today 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Twenty-two 
suspects charged with mem- 
bership in an illegal organisa- 
tion and of plotting and car- 
rying out sabotage with the 
aim of toppling the regime 
are expected to ' appear in 
court today (Monday) for 
formal pre-trial proceedings, 
informed sources said 
yesterday. 

Three others — a Saudi 
Arabian, an Omani and a 
Jordanian — remain at large 
in one of the most serious 
cases of subversion reported 
in the Kingdom. 

Expected to be unveiled in 
the State Security Court by 
the prosecution are details of 


how the group allegedly plan- 
ned and carried out bombings 


ned and carried out bombings 
at cinema theatres showing 
pornographic movies and a 
liquor store, plotted to assas- 
sinate Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Majali when he was 
head of the Jordanian peace 
negotiating team and consi- 
dered kidnapping the child of 
an intelligence officer and 
attacking security officials. 

The cinema blasts, one in 
downtown Amman and the 
other in Zarqa, injured more 
than a dozen people. Bombs 
planted at two other theatres 
and a supermarket selling 
alcohol were discovered and 
defused. 

One of the suspects is a 
man who lost his legs in the 
Zarqa blast when the explo- 
sive devise went off pre- 
maturely. 

The suspects will also be 
charged with setting ablaze 
the car of a Palestinian resi- 
dent of the Beqaa refugee 
camp outside Amman. The 
man was known to be a sup- 
porter of the Arab-Israeli 


g eace process launched in 
pr-in in 1991. 


Spr-in in 1991. 

The sources said the State 
Security Court would review 
the charge sheet filed by the 


prosecutor against the 25, all 
of them men, and set a date 
for trial. 

“It is expected that the trial 
would start after the judici- 
ary's holidays which begin in 
August and end in Septem- 
ber,” said one source. 

During today's review, the 
court will accept the appoint- 
ment of lawyers by the sus- 
pects and arrange for state- 
appointed legal counsel for 
those who do not have the 
means to hire attorneys, the 
source told the Jordan Times. 

The formal charge sheet 
accuses the suspects of 
“forming an illegal organisa- 
tion. conspiring to cany out 
terrorist activities, illegal pos- 
session of explosives with the 
intent to carry out subversive 
actions and covering up of 
crimes related to national 
security.” 

The organisation is not 
named in the 10-page charge 
sheet, but many of the sus- 
pects are believed to be affili- 
ated with the so-called Arab 
Afghan group — volunteers 
who fought alongside the 
Afghan mujahedeen during 
the 1980-90 Soviet military 
intervention in Afghanistan. 

The charge sheet says the 
organisation’s objectives in- 
cluded "setting up an Isla- 
mic caliphate, fighting the 
infidel Arab regimes, resist- 
ing the (Arab-Israeli) peace 
process, using force to fight 
things forbidden in Islam, 
and fighting the Jews and 
Americans by striking at their 
interests.” 

If convicted, some of the 
suspects face the death penal- 
ty. The minimum punish- 
ment, according to the penal 
code, will be five years in 
prison. 

The 22 to be produced in 
court were identified as 
prime suspects from among 
more than 35 rounded up 
between December 1993 and 
March 1994. Others have 
been released after question- 


ing, the sources said. 

Ax least two of the suspects 
are identified as members of 
the Muslim Brotherhood and. 
some others as former mem- 
bers of the Palestine libera- 
tion Army (PLA), the milit- 
ary wing of the Palestine Li- 
be rati on Organisation 
(PLO). 

Twenty-two of the sus- 
pects, most of them under 25, 
are of Palestinian origin and 
bail from refugee camps in 
Jordan. 


The charge sheet mentions 
Osama Ben Laden, a Yemeni 
whose Saudi nationality has 
been revoked by the Riyadh 
government, as having in- 
directly financed the group at 
least once. However, the 
alleged link is not expected to 
be a ted by the prosecution as 
a key factor in the case, the 
sources said. 


Mr. Ben Laden, believed 
to have been a major figure 
in the Arab group that fought 
in Afghanistan, is accused by 
the Egyptian and Yemeni 
governments of financing 
militant Islamic groups seek- 
ing to topple them. He is 
believed to be living in Sudan 
and affiliated with the 
National Islamic From of 
Hassan A1 Tourabi, often de- 
scribed as the main source of 
support for the Sudanese 
government. 

Reports in the British press 
said last month some of Mr. 
Ben Laden’s supporters had 
moved to London. 

Most of the “Arab 


Afghans” from Jordan are 
believed to be former su poor- 


believed to be former suppor- 
ters of the Muslim Brother- 
hood who broke away from 


the group over what they saw 
as “docile its approach and 


as “docile its approach and 
working in cooperation with 
the government instead of 
trying to usurp power,” the 
sources said. 

Muslim Brotherhood lead- 
ers have declined public com- 
ment on the affair. 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, JULY 18, 1994 


Two Arab 
diplomats 
remain 


missing 
in Algiers 


this year,” President Saddam 
presided, adding that hostile 
countries “will find them- 
selves more and more embar- 
rassed.” 

Russia and China were 
already involved in high-level 
discussions with Iraq, he said. 

Despite the conciliatory 
tone of some of his retnakrs. 
President Saddam also de- 
voted large tracks of his 
speech to attacking “the ene- 
mies ... in the Arab Nation,” 
accusing them of conspiring 
against “united Yemen.” 

That was a clear reference 
to Saadi Arabia and its Gulf 
allies, who were accused by 
northern forces daring the 
two-month civil war of riding 
with the southern secession- 
ists. 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Two Arab ambassadors and 
two other foreigners were 
misting Sunday more than 48 
hours after apparently being 
kidnapped in an Islamic 
stronghold east of the capital, 
press reports and diplomatic 
soarces said. 

Hie ambassadors from Ye- 
men and Oman went missing 
in the Khemis A1 Kechna 
area Friday lunchtime along 
with a member of the polit- 
buro of the Aden-based 
Yemeni Socialist Party (YSP) 
and the Omani's Moroccan 
driver, the Arab diplomatic 
sources said. 


Earlier, officials in Algiers 
and Sanaa said Oman's Hilla! 
Ben Salem A1 Siyabi and 
Yemen's Ambassador Askar 
Ali Hussein had been “kid- 
named” Friday. 

Oman's Foreign Ministry 
confirmed late Saturday that 
its ambassador had dis- 
appeared. 


The sources named the 
missing southern Yemeni 
politician as Mohammad 
Kacem Essour — adding 
fuels to reports that tee still 
unclaimed abduction was 
linked via Muslim fun- 
damentalist unrest to Ye- 
men’s recent civil war, in 
which Sanaa defeated the 
forces of the separatist south. 

Algeria has been plagued 
by fundamentalist violence 
since early 1992. 

The insurgency has targe- 
ted intellectuals and fore- 
igners, including diplomats 
and consular agents, though 
up to now no actual ambassa- 
dors. 


The Algerian newspaper 
Liberte questioned why tee 
diplomats had risked travell- 
ing in a marked diplomatic 
car to an area known as a 
hot-bed of militant Islamists. 

“The two men should not 


have ignored tee dark reputa- 
tion of that zone nicknamed 


tion of that zone nicknamed 
death triangle,” it said. 

The daily Le Matin also 
asked why tee ambassadors 
had travelled to an area 
where there had been a series 
of armed attacks by sus- 
pected Muslim militants, who 
have been battling the army- 
backed authorities for the 
past 30 months. 

Some diplomats and news- 
papers suggested their dis- 
appearance was linked to 
score settling between Yeme- 
nis helped by local militants. 

The independent daily El 
Watan speculated Sunday 
that the abduction might be 
linked to the Yemen war, 
charging that tee Yemeni 
ambassador had been a 
“separatist” and that Oman 
had supported secessionists 
in Aden before its fall earlier 
this monte. 


The paper said Sanaa 
maintained close ties with 
Algerian militants though a 
Yemeni Islamic spiritual 
leader. Imam Zendani, who 
has made frequent visits to 
Algeria. 

The diplomatic sources 
said Sunday teat Mr. Essour 
bad been a guest of the 
ambassador, who S anaa ear- 
lier said had been relieved of 
his duties since Aden fell. 


‘Copter problem cited in Kim’s death 


SEOUL (AP) — A helicop- 
ter accident delayed doctors 
summoned to treat North 
Korean leader Kim II Sung 
after he fell ill at his country 
home, and he was dead by 
the time they arrived, a lead- 
ing South Korean newspaper 
reported Sunday. 

The account in tee re- 
spected Chosun Hbo daily 
contradicted statements by 
North Korea, which said 
Kim’s death came despite 
doctors' ministrations. 

Kim's last hours are 
shrouded in mystery. The 
North has said the 82-year- 
old leader suffered a heart 
attack on July 7 and died 
early the next morning. It did 
not disclose the death for 
another 34 hours. 


The newspaper account 
said Kim was stricken at his 


villa north of Pyongyang dur- 
ing a late-night meeting with 
his son Kim Jong HI and 
other high-ranking officials. 

Doctors were summoned, 
but a helicopter carrying 
them was delayed by an acci- 
dent. the report said. Its 
severity and cause were not 
known. 

It was also not known 
whether more doctors were 
summoned after the accident, 
said tee newspaper’s dispatch 


from China, which dted an 
unidentified source who was 
recently in North Korea. 

If true, the report teat no 
physician was present at the 
villa would be odd, in light of 
the fact that North Korea 
watchers in South Korea 
have said that several clinics 
were devoted solely to main- 
taining Kim's health. 

In the days after Kim's 
death, media reports in South 
Korea speculated obsessively 
about whether he died of 
natural causes. But none 
offered any evidence of foul 
play. 

The longtime leader’s 
death came the same day that 
North Korea opened high- 
level talks with tee United 
States aimed at resolving the 
dispute over the North's nuc- 
lear intentions. And two and 
a half weeks before what was 
to have been the first summit 
ever of North and South's 
presidents. 

Kim had appeared healthy 
three weeks before his death 
during meetings with former 
President Jimmy Carter. 
However, he bad a history of 
heart trouble, and reportedly 
wore a pacemaker to regulate 
his heartbeat. 

In its reports announcing 
Kim’s death. North Korea’s 


official Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA) said he 
“suffered from a serious 
myocardial infarction owing 
to heavy mental strains, 
which was followed by a 
heart shock.” 

With mourners flocking to 
the capital from the pro- 
vinces, North Korea's state 
media orchestrated fever- 
pitch collective grief Sunday 
for Kim ahead of his funeral 
on Tuesday. 

Radio Pyongyang said Sun- 
day local communist party 
cadres, workers, farmers in- 
tellectuals and People's 
Army officers and soldiers 
from the provinces visited 
Kim's bier at the Ktuosusan 
Assembly Hall in Pyongyang 
on Saturday. 

“The Korean people, feel- 
ing a gnawing ache in their 
hearts at tee approach of the 
day of tee last parting with 
the Great leader President 
Kim n-Sung. eagerly wish 
that a second would be as 


consolidate his power base. 

It has arranged a separate 
mass memorial ralW for 
Wednesday, which was ex- 
pected to demonstrate the 
legitimacy of the junior Kim’s 
succession to the late Kim’s 
posts of state president and 
ruling party chief. 

In Washington, Deputy 
U.S. Secretary of State Srobe 
Talbott dismissed the spe- 
culation, telling the CNN net- 
work overnight that “all the 
signals” from tee North indi- 
cated the younger Kim was 
firmly in power. 

Meanwhile, South Korean 
President Kim Young-Sam 


called a special cabinet meet- 
ing for Monday to discuss the 
situation m the North, offi- 
cials said. 

KCNA again lambasted 
the South Korean president 
on Sunday, warning that he 
would have to “pay dearly” 
for arresting a southern dissi- 
dent pastor who tried to cross 
the Demilitarised Zone to 
join the mourners. 

The Seoul government has 
banned South Koreans from 
responding to an offer from 
tee North to visit Pyongyang 
for the funeral because the 
proposal was seen here as a 
scheme to stir unrest in tee 
South. 


long as a thousand years” 
KCNA said. 


KCNA said. 

The state funeral commit- 
tee, led by Kim’s eldest son 
and heir-apparent Kim Jong- 
n, has abruptly put off tee 
funeral from Sunday to Tues- 
day, prompting speculation 
teat he needed more time to 



‘Clinton took 
drugs when he 
was governor’ 


LONDON (AFP) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton was a 
regular consumer of cocaine 
and marijuana when be was 
governor of Arkansas, and 


also took part in wild parties, 
tee Sunday Telegraph re- 


ported, quoting witnesses. 
The main evidence' in a 


ihe main evidence m a 
“series of exclusive inter- 
views” came from Jane 
Parks, 41, who lived next 
door to Mr. Clinton’s brother 
Roger in Little Rock for two 
months in 1984. Ms. Parks 
fold the newspaper she beard 
through the adjoining wall 
the Clinton brothers discus- 
sing tee quality of marijuana 
or cocaine they had used. She 
also said teat the future presi- 
dent received girlfriends in 
his brother’s apartment and 
“some of them looked very 
young.” The paper said Mr. 
Parks' husband, a former 
policeman, kept a file on the 
activities in tee apartment, ' 
which was stolen from their 
home last year. Two months 
later he was shot dead, but 
not before tearing copies of 
the file with reliable people in 
Little Rock, the Sunday Tele- 
graph said. Another witness 
was quoted as saying Mr. 
Clinton had smoked mari- 
juana at a party in 1984 
where cocaine was also circu- 
lating freely. Sally Perdue, 
who claimed earlier this year 
to have had an affair with Mr. 
Clinton, was quoted as saying 
she had seen him snorting 
cocaine. Mr. Clinton has 
admitted smoking marijuana 
while studying at Oxford, En- 
gland, but claimed he did not 
mhale and denied breaking 
U.S. law in the United 
States. The Sunday Tele- 
graph said Mr. Clinton used 
drugs between 1972 and 
1986, when be was a law 
teacher, Arkansas attorney- 
general and state governor. It 
wondered how Mr. Clinton 
funded his alleged cocaine 
habit on a “modest” salary of 
535,000. 
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Woman charged 
with abduction 
of baby 


NOTTINGHAM, England 3 
(R) — A 22-year-old woman 
wifi appear in court Monday 
charged with the two-week 
abduction of a baby girl who 
was snatched from a hospital 
maternity ward, police said. 
Two other people held for 
questioning in connection 
with the case had been released, 
a police spokesman said. Police 
Saturday returned the baby 
girl, Abbie Humphries, to 
her parents after she was 
found in a raid on a house 
near tee hospital from where 
she was abducted. The 
abduction grabbed the na- 
tion’s attention as police 
mounted a huge operation to 
find Abbie after a woman 
dressed as a nurse snatched 
her just four hours after she 
was bom on July 1. The 
bogus nurse used tee pretext 
of taking the baby for a 
routine bearing test. Abbie's 
reunion with her mother and 
father. Karen and Roger, was 
kept private at the hospital in 
Nottingham, central Eng- 
land, from where the baby 
was abducted. But David Ed- 
wards of the Queen’s Medical 
Centre told a news confer- 
ence: “There were smiles. 
People were walking on the 
ceiling.” Hospital workers 
cried and hugged each other 
as word spread of Abbie’s 
safe return. “I whooped for 
joy when 1 the news. ...It has - 
been like a cloud hanging 
over everyone’s head,” said 
nurse Maureen B ram ley. As 
foe Humphries arrived at the 
hospital hoping the baby 
would be theirs, Det. Sgt- 
Mick Roberts, the officer 
who had been their dose 
contact, was there to 
embrace them. “There aren’t 
words to express how they 
feel, nor how I feel either.” 
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Body of icebound 
skier recoverd 
after 10 years 
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CHAMONIX, France (AFP) 
— The body of a skier swept 
to his death 10 years ago by 
an avalanche was uncovered 
in a glacier near this alpine 
resort police said Saturday. 
The body of the Danish skier, 
who was not named, was 
found Friday still partly en- 
cased in foe Argentierc gla- 
cier by two English cross 
country skiers, the police 
added. The icebound man 
died aged 26 in 1984 white 
descending a mountain corri- 
dor with another Dane, 
whose lifeless body was reco- 
vered at the time by rescuers. 


v v. , 


Jjjjri 


e He 


(ft 




